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VENICE IN THE 
MIDDLE AGES 



INTRODUCTION — THE OMGINS 

THE VcncLi wcro among tho moat ancient peoples 
of Italy. The slory of their arrival and actlle- 
mcDt in the district which took its name from 
thcmi belongs in part to mythology, A vast forest, 
spreading from the mouths of the Po to the Taglia- 
mcnto, was called alter Phaethon, while tradition spooks 
of the voyages of Jason, Hercotes, and Anlcnor, and 
preserves the inythe of the oracular Gcryon, — at whose 
immand golden dice were thrown into UiC springs at 
io» — of Daedalus end Icarus at work on alaluca in 
the islands of tha Eleclerides, of a nymph called tiola, 
who gave her name to Solans on tfie edge of the lake 
flt Arquh. 1q the dawn of a nation's history the myths, 
which contain in thcnisclves a psychological meaning 
indicative of the earHest cotisciousncas in the race, liave 
aU a common source and an intimate reserahlance. 

Nor even when we reach historic times does the 
origin of the Veneti hecome clearer. The most an- 
cient outhors. both Greek and Latin, — ^ HerodoLas, 
Scylai* Slruljo, Ptolemy. Livy. Viigil, Plniy, — wfien 
talking of events hcfore the Romaii era, only tell us 
lliat th(^ Veiit'li helonged to the lilyrian race, tliol they 
preserved iheir indcjiendence, and were constantly 
torn by fierce struggles with Gauls, Insnl>rcs, and 
Etniriiins, We have no oth^r cerLiin information 
on tlii» point till modern research laid hare in the 
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dielricts of Verona, TreviBO^ Este, Bellano, and Friiali, 
and in the valleys of the biglier Alps, tLose monuraents, 
tomba. vases, and otlier prociotie remaicia of art and 
Lislory which eerve to ihrow Light on tlie life and 
the civilisation of the Venetian people during the period 
upon which written tradition isBilcnt. 

That region of Ital^, bounded on the one aide by 
Ihe Adige. on the other washed by the northern sweep 
of the Adriatic, and protected by the Bha?ttan aod 
Julian Alps, wae, according to classical tradition, io- 
habited first by the Euganei and then by the Veneti, 
To the Euganci, pcrliaps, — cerlaioly to an Aryan people 
antecedent to the Veneti, — belong the pile-dwellingB 
found in the lakes of Fimon, Arquh, and Garda. They 
date from a period in which tho inhabitants, though 
llicy preferred stone, stdl knevv the nee of brouie, 
Later on, about the lime when the uao of stone was 
abdndoned and people began to employ bronzo and 
even gradually iron, that is, about the eighth century 
S.G., tho Vcncti emigrotcd from Xllyria and took up 
their permanent abode in the new country, Thcro 
they found thcmsclvcfl brought into contact and Irado- 
rclfltions with Italic and Etruscan races, who aucceaaivcly 
inhabited the Bolognesc territory, tind with the Greeks, 
who, at Adria, held one of the most llourisliing mari- 
time emporiums of upper Italy ; and thus the Veneli, 
little by little, from the seventh to the filth century B.C., 
made progress in the arts and industrials, andeven learned 
from the Greeks the rudiments of writing. Ilolio 
industries and arts spread over Central Europe liU at 
the beginning of the fourth century b.g. they sulTered 
perntciouB contact witli tlie Gallic Iribps which had 
invailird the valloy of llio Po. Uuder this inllijemio 
the Vi^neti ri:4:^('ivr!d and aH^imilated many eh^iuf^ntH of 
Uie CktUic civilisation, though th<^y preserved intact 
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tlieir sepulcliral riles, llicir language, and, above all, 
tlieir ])o!ilicLil iadcpondoufe.' 

According to the plausible conjecture of certain 
scholar.^, based on discoveries in excovalions, E«le, 
ihc anuient Ateete, pleasanUy placed on Lho slopes of 
Uic Eugancan Hille, was llie metropolis of tbe Veueto 
before Uie Romon era-' Certainly it waa a floiirialiing 
city, and aicbiDologi^ts aro able, thanks to iho discovGi-y 
of Xhci nocropolJe at Cble» vast in extent and rick in 
metal and earllienwaro utensUe, lo reconfilrucL to aomo 
extent the bisLory of the eoily Voneli^and to evoke 
from their sepulchral monuments eomo conception of 
tlicir ancient lilb> 

Tho Vcneti burned their dead, and the ashes, enclosed 
in urns, were laid at first in the bare earth, later on 
in square alone tombs. Liven at that early date social 
diSerenccs >^'crc indicated in the tombs; some had 
rich and elegant, others but poor and mean fillings. 
The ca^^hen^VQ^c vases found in the sepulchres mark the 
gradual development and relincmenl of the ceramic 
art. More striking still is the advance in metal work. 
A broiiic bucket {sttuta), now world-famous, brings be- 
fore our eyes, by the scenes porlriiyed on it, Ibenianncrs 
and customs of llio ancient Veneti, their anna, utensils, 
tools, and ornainenh^. among Avhich ihc delicate and 
gmcefiil siifelj-pins take a liigh place, and teacli us ihat, 
side by sids with bronze, the prltnitivc metal iron was 
^radu;illy coming into use. All ibesR oI»j<'cls. some of 
tfiuin ufexqiiiaite workmanship, constiLnte most precious 
documents for the story of ancient Itali*; art.' 

1 GljlrnrJiuiH / Vci'eti pi-'unit delta iWria. A locLuio ddivcr^d ta ths 

> M . ibcd. 

' IJ.H La ailnia italtM primntirti alu^iala ipc^ialineate inEate(\n llie hfon* 
ant. pahlj&lii-d bj dm Aaadi-mia dpi Lincci. IloLUd. l6i>7> i6(»6, l^vi). 
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In the year 3i5 b.c> Ihe Vcncti cillicd themselves to 
iLc iloracins lo liglittlLcir ncigliboura ihc Gauls, and in 
I S3 tliey voluntarily made Bubnuasion to Ihc mighty 
empire of Rome, accepting its religion, law, culture, 
and language. Under Roman dominion the Venetian 
territory formed, with G^liaCisalpina.Q single province. 
Ancient writers draw a pleasant picture of the great 
Cities, the Fruitful soil, the riches of Venetia. which Man 
both an ornament and n source of strength lo the capital- 
Even in tlie days of the decUne Venetia and liisuhria were 
able to boar lu^avy laxalion, thanks to llieir commerce 
and their sea trade. The great eoonlry houses, tliR broad 
consular roads, such as the Via jl'lmilia. iLc salubrity 
of the air. the amenity nf the villages, all rendered llieae 
pro%incc3 worthy (n rival the famous shoirs of Baiie : 
jEmtita DttJniiU Aliiui tilora villh.^ In the towns the 
people were full of vigorous life : imperial jmlacea 
rose at Altino, Aquileia. and Verona ; there was a 
public mint at Aquileiu,^ and a manufactory of arnas 
at Coneonlia, whose necropolis, discovered in iSjS. 
shows us stone urns adorned with inscriptions and 
decorations; everywhere stood flourishing towns and 
villa ges- 

Ncvertheless the antique severity of manners did not 
chonge, and Pliny assures us that this peoph'al^vays pre- 
served it* modesty and ancestral frugaliiy, Tlic women 
werecliaste. soberly dressed, and without insolent pride, 
— a fact that, as Filiasi justly observes, allows us to 
measure the character of the socicly ; for women do not 
become light unless the men have first grown dissolute. 

1 Mirliel, Lib, IV, Ep. XXV. CTr, PirdneUo, U C'd^ A'AUino « 

" Filiani, Msmark iforxcJje del Veneli primi e tetondi, T. I. Piidavi, tip. 
dj^j SemiDBno, MIHJCCXl- 
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The inclinationB and alTections of these people were 
guided by the serenity of their minds. Family life was 
submitted to the governance of the State, even in the 
choice of a wife; for, following a usage of the older 
ntynan Veneti, which Herodotus records for us^ every 
year on a certain day the virgins were gathered together, 
and, in the presence of the public officials, each youth 
selected hia companion. Of course the beauties were 
chosen first, but a wise law provided that tlie man 
who carried olT one of tlte fair should pay a certain 
sum of money to help to dower the less fortunate or 
the deformed, for whom a husband would thus be 
secured.^ Traces of this custom are to be found 
among the later Venetians. 

Before and during the Roman era, in which they 
adopts the toga, the Veneti were quietly dressed, 
and never became infected with the corruption, effemi- 
nacy, and luxury of the Etruscan colonies in tho neigh- 
bouring territories, nor were they acquainted with 
aUk, hnen, gauze, or other precious stuffs. Tho bardo 
cacutlus, a rough cape, was worn not only by the 
poorer country folk, but also by tfie well-to-do; it is 
mentioned in Juvenal.^ Like the other Italians, their 
neighbours, they used blue serge, blue being a colour 
they always loved to such an extent that among the 
Romans *'blue'* and ** Vcneto " were synonymous, and 
at Rome the blue faction in the circus was called the 
Venetian faction.* They woix; baggy breeches, on 
their heads a Phrygian eap, and round their necks a 
chain of gold or some other mcla]. In the field they 
used a shield and a large curved sword. 

^ Pi^orii, op- cit-, Cip. XI. 

■ ConUntatqae iUk Veneto daroqae cacdlo* S«t. 3. 

«riliiM,cip. ciL, T, VI, p. 67. 
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Bill if ilmv monners were simple ihey did not neg- 
lect their iier^onril clcinlinoss, and at Itoine a ccrtiiin 
compoBition of vilriol for ck^aiisiiig the skin, called terra 
Venela, was much appreciated. When the Veneli hi'came 
Romans ihpy natunilly felt the inlluence of the capital, 
though they did not abandon the simplicity of Lhelr man- 
ners. For example, they adopted several of ihe Roman 
games most in vogue, and condiats of men and beasts 
and of gladiators took place in ihe amphilhealres of 
Altino, Aquileia, Padua, and Verona. But bloody 
Spectacles were ropugnant to the gentle ciiaracter of the 
people, who took greater pleasure in chariot and horse 
races, — the horses tliey bred with great care, — In 
scenic representations, and in tfic 8o-<:ji11ed iselastici 
games, or gymnastic sports, followed hy challenges to 
poetry and song. 

Throughout this period of the empire wo meet with an 
alternation of fortunate and tinfortunalo evcntg, among 
the Iflllcr the siege of Aquilcia in a38 by Ma^inunue, 
the rival of the two cmpcrora, Moximus ond Balbino, 
eiectedbyllio Senate. Aquilcia olTercJ a stout resislancc, 
not to be cowed by dread of famine or of death. Acta 
of valour were common. As bowstrings ran short the 
women ollercd their own hair, and thereforo, after the 
death of Maximinus and the end of the siege, a medal 
WQS struck to commemorate Iho ohiicgalion of the people 
of Aquilcia. It bore on the obverse the figure of Quintia 
CriBpilkt, wife of Muximus, and on Iho reverse a temple 
with the legend Ve/\ere calva. 

Tho fifth century is marked hy slaughter. After the 
Qwful but temporary invasions of the A'nnJals and Iho 
Huns — • * the scourges of God " — there came the more 
permanent occupations by tho Eruli, the Ostrogoths, 
who wore lees barbar&us, and imaUy the Lombards, 
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very fierce at lirsl. but gradQally timed by the gen- 
UencflA of Die climalo and by inlermarriage with iha 
coacjuered [Lalians. 

Tlie empire collapsed at the shock of the Iwrbarians; 
the stormy int^ursiona of those norfhern peoples, jQ 
satisfied with their poverty-stricken country, sol all Italy 
in a blaze, and she became llie theatre of appalling and 
incessant carnage. During ihJH minerahle and cowardly 
perioiJ, the hirger part of Italiai^ vit^ihty withdrew to iho 
extreme oml neglcclcd corners of tho pijninaula. Tha 
glorious heritage of the Italians was preaerved by some 
few fugitives who. thanks to the fruitful operation of 
thi?!r untied efforts, gave hii'lh. among the miiri^hes 
of the Adriatic coast, to a Stale whose Jiistory ia full 
of varied episodes, some felicitous, some disastrous, 
almost all glorious. 

Lei us now observe in some detail the loc^itics in the 
Venetian estuary where national freedom look refuge 
from the barbarian inroads, and what woro Ihc elements 
which went to make up ihe new people. Our guides 
shall he the Cronaca Allinato,* tlie Chronicon Gradense, 
the Chroniclca of John the Deacon, and of the Dogd 
Andrea Dandolo.^ 

Venetian chroniclci-s, Jn the &pirit of their time, not 
only attached the origin oi" Venice to the legend of 
Troy and jiineaa, from wJiom tlicy derived the name 
Efteti or Vericli,^ hut they further desired to surround 



I Cronacfi Altimle. «•]. SimoiiafelJ. (JWofl. Gftn. llUt.^ Vol. XIV, 
(FmII pfr laitvriv dltufia, Vok IX. Horn a, I9'm>,) 'VUo Chtaniotn Gratlfnte 

£7 «. ceq. 

» Daniido. CKraniwn {litr. Hot. Stript, Vol. Xll). 

* Tbo Ct'atvicii A^^^te {\\, '&'A) »y», ''Tale Ule , . . cmlfllc» (Adn«, 
Aquileiji, CrHtcoTcliB, Faduji. Maulna. VLTODa. Oduruj, jUl^ao. etc.) 
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the early dw«llirg-plaee of their fathers with a halo 
of religious and poetical glory, and llio Cronaca 
Allinale records the legend of Eupematural voicea 
indicating to Uie refugees the sure aaylum of Uie 
lagoon. Legend, too, evokes from tlic silence of the 
vaat Venetian estuary the figure of iho saint who 
Mas one day to bo the patron of Venice, and tcUa us 
how Suint Maik» journeying from Aquilcia to Rovcnna, 
touched at the island group of EUallo, wlicre in a 
dream an angol appeared unlo him and greeted liim 
■with iho words, Po^ libi, Murae, hie rr^uiesret corpus 
laum, and in tones prophetic foretold lo turn the 
birth of a great city on thoeo barren islets. 

Those islets, however, must certainly have been 
Itnown and inliabiled long before that. From remotest 
times the lidi between Grado and tlic months of tJic Po, 
clothed with overgroer pine forests, were occupied to 
some extent, for olong tliat shore lay the shortest and 
the safest route between Havcnna and Aquilcia, This 
ivould lead us lo conjecture the presence of posting 
stations well provided witli all that was required for 
tlie journey,^ If the waters of Grado were a perma- 
nent stetion for the Koman fleet, and Ibc actual port 
of Aquilcia ; if. again. Albiola and NEalaniocco and 
Fossa Glodia "were the ports of Padua which extended 
its jurisdiction from Oriago lo Gliioggla'; if tlic people 
of AUino itself made use of tiic ports of Lido, Treporti, 
and Sant" Erasmo.as wc must hclicYc,wc arc forced to 
the conclusion that all these places were alrcody kno^\-n 

ediQicffvrruoL lyn'i Troiatii, que cum Enco iUDitim priuccp?, quo* Bntca 
gonlil<j» fm?]TiDt vpniCTili^ do ilia fliiLiqua magiie Troic : quo modo ah Edca 
DOminc Aikdrc-ali Fni:>lici tililinifianhir." 

I MomintflnH Corfiia Jftfr^ La/., Vol. 1, p. loS. 
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id inhobtLcd by eailor-folk and fiehermcn, wIjo» licw- 
^cr, o\*iijg to their scanty numbers, w^rc unable to 
:m an independunt political assocmllon and rccogmat^d 
Fie jtiri»diL.^tion of tlici rnainland. 
Ilehind tlie outer ddi, long strips of laud- proLccLod 
the one side from encrnacbtng tides, on the other 
separated from tbe mairdEind by hroail swamps, thrust 
irnselvcs Into the upper esUiary from the Tagliu- 
■nto to the mouths of the Piuve. Htid tliere, in fill 
probnhility^ from fabulmia times, was bred thtil niee 
of VeTiL'lian hort^es allied to tfio Antb and faniuus in 
ihe circus al Itorne. and also those herd* of oxen 
wliich soon after gave their nanie to one of the liiU. 
Who can suppose that the islands of Torccllo and 
Burano, tying in front of Allino, wore unknown? Are 
nol Ltttin inscriptions unearthed Uiore, referring to iho 
public gardens belonging to the Allinati? Nor can lliat 
little group of islands which lies between Torccllo, 
Jhe present rity of Venice, and ibe fUh have been 
lite devoid of any cuUivolion until the barbariuQ 
mvaaions, though the Cronaca Altinatc cidU Ihcin 
^jle&i^rted. At M^jjurbio (Ma^sorbo) there was a ccle- 
^Bvted and much frequented ahrinc to the god I3clcnus. 
■ What the Riallo group woa like we shall sec later on ; 
, wc may hniit ourselves to staling that in front of the 
j harbour, subscr|Tienlly called the porto di Veniesia, on 
the point of Olivolo, from Trojan times there stood a 
cattle, a sure indication both of population and of 
mariliiiie movement and tniclc- The islands of ihc 
ir or southern estuary were less nourishing. Parallel 
wttli ihe lino of terra lirma lan long sirelclics of land, 
at Hrst, without doubt, tnhahiled, whereon rose smnll 
TillagcSi quickly oblileraled by tlic changing courses of 
rivers. 
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Sucli was llifi Venetian estuary. Let us lonlt now at 
llie new inliabiliinU. Ancientwriters tell us thai in 35^. 
on the approHcU of the lluns, Secundus, Archbishop of 
Aquileia, Iiraring wilU him the IrL^asiiry of lijs church, 
took refuge in the island of Gnulo, and that when the 
incursion li;id passpil by, Nicctas, Secundus' successor, 
returned with ihe fugitives to ruined H^cjuilcia. In face 
of the new invasion hy the Golhs in j58o, the Arch- 
bishop Marcellinus, accompanied by many people of 
Aquilcia, again toot refuge in Gradn, wliich, aH-CP the 
furLliCT invasion of tlko Lombards in 568, ofTered once 
more sn asylum lo Archbishop PauUnus, and was even- 
tually chosen by bis succcesor, the Patriarch Elias, as 
the permanent residence of the Metropolitan, who bad 
under him six other sees of iho bp:oon cities.^ Grado 
was chilled the second Aqiiilela. and became in a ^hort 
Bpace of time the richest and mofil opulent among the 
islands of tlie estuary,* and yeL il never ati.ainod pohtioil 
imporlancCj perhaps because it waa the scat of the 
ecclesiastical power. 

The fugitives from Concordia Bought asylum in ihs 
island wbicli took its name — Caprulo and then Caoria 
— from tbQ goats brought there by the goatherda. A 
Caorle one slill finds in the nomenclature traces of 
ancient faniihos which have disappeared clsewdicre. 
These people gave themselves to agriculture and to the 
breeding of herds, and slowly consolidated all the land 
that lies about the mouths of the Liven^a. If \vc arc 
lo believe Ihc Cronaco Altinate, the ucw inhabitants 
of Caprule even thus early undertook to regulate the 
waterways, in addition to the foundation of agricultural 
settleraents and the normal occupations of fishing end 
shooting. Bibionc. lying between Grado and Caorle, 

1 Cr. Aitiftale ■ Caprip, Ltvjuiu diCi-ado. TricfLfl^ 1890. 
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was unitei] vilh llie mainland, and, as Zanotti remarks in 
Ills noLos lo Jolm the Deacon, Is nol to lie Tuifoundcd 
wilii tlie distant Toitg dcUe Bebbo l*ejond Cliioggia. 

On the banks of tlid lower Fiavc, near the canals 
called Ramo oiiiJ Grassapa, tbo city of Hcrat-lca, so 
called in honour of the Emperor Hcrucllus, wns peopled 
by tlie upper classes from llio city of Opilcrgiuni, who 
fled bcfGrc tlio nini wrought by ibc Lombard Rotori. 
llcracleawaa noted for its tcinplcs, its grcul buiblijigs, 
and bccauao il became ihe &e;it of the first Doge of tiio 
lagoon confcderaUon,^ Seven miles oway, and not far 
from the moutliei of the Piavc, was a town culled 
Efjuilio, from the hoi^sca Ibat were bred lliero along 
with hcnla of calUe and di-ores of pigs. Lakr on it 
look llie name of Jcsolo, and its iniiabitaiits, who per- 
haps had come down from tlio lulls of tlic VcnelOn were 
a race at once proud and inclomitahlo. Probably Ihia 
"was the sole cause of Iheir t|uarrel, carried on for nearly 
ninety years, with lleraclea, where the rcmnanla of the 
anficnt Vert-lo-liomiin anslocnuTy hail corieejitrated 
ilHi?ir and mude ita influence felt. 

Tl»e i»ileta of Torcello gave asjhim, during vVltllas 
invasion in litn. to the inliahiLants of Allino, who. in 
tlie fourth century, had been converted to Christiantty 
by the Hi^hop Saint Ileliodonis. As tbu danger died 
jiway^ many rj*tiirned to their native place; but in ihe 
sewTitii century Torcello again received an imniigraUoti 
from Allino when the Arian persecution was raging. To 
Torcello the Bishops Paulns and Alaurus removed their 

^ Among llis CHiiu-bratca of Uie nwnlij lonJ. tttw^ul iovcn kllomrlrea 
from lh# Village of C^ggia^ busc btco found Id^mtii briclLc. pioou of numic. 
frA^riiiMili of balaitridcfl tad jfln. lU Ihal rDmoins cf Hi:rackii. TLfi town 
KM ilp,*lrijj"od in 8u5 lod rtlMiilL hj lbs Dogo AgricUn PirlL^ipAfio umW 
t>i« naino of CillanovD, ll Has i\\e tm c\t n biUiap. but ijiiJckJjr decliuod 
aikI cliBflp^hiztrod. 
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ace. and tlicro rose churcht^a ami buildings, conslructod 
to a lurgc cxlciit from atones ond marble brought from 
AUino. wiiicli. however^ was not entirely descried, and 
down to the ninlb century preserved a ccflain importance.^ 

The people of AUino occupied Amuriuna alao, and 
the town soon became rich and populous. Nor were 
Mojurbio and its neighbouring lidi less flourishing. In 
tiie fjJlecnLh century the remains of splendid ancient 
basilicas were alill visible. 

At Malamocco we find a different race and different 
manners. Tbe old town lay about a mile from the 
prcaent village and was suiTOundcd by a Jlounsbiag 
cullivation. The commerce of Padua waa concenlrated 
there and thillicr wctit the Bishop of Padua and a large 
number of Pailuaus when tlie Huns Intd waste by liro 
and suiinl Lhiit ancient and famous city of lUc Vrnclo. 
We shall preaenUy sec the reaaona which led to 
Malamor.co bciug chosen ns the seat of llie Dog? ; 
meantimQ we must note ihat the pupulitlion could 
never forget tlial they drew their origin from Pudua, f 
one of the most illustrious clLics of tlie niairdand ; and 
therefore it waa unlikely that they would suinnit for 
long lo thu doininalion of tlie fugitives from Acjulleia. 
Here then arc to be found tbe first roots of ihose bloody 
conHicIs which mark the early cenluii^'s of tbe Re- 
public and wluub CEUtie to an end only t^hell the greiit 
polilical idea of founding a cjipiljil in the middle of the 
estuary, and concentraling tliere the whole population, 
in spite of their vEiriouH blood, diameter, and temper, 
was carried into effect. 

AlVr jmssirg the port of Alhiola there lay. facing 
each other and prosperous on account of tlieir salt 

^ Ci[KrLla. Riceir-ti£ tufie tr<i<l. uttttrnG atU <uiliclie inimigraiioni ntUa 
lujuaa (Arehwio Yeneto, T. XXVIU, p. 33o and ^wuinjj. 
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pnnfl. Ihe greater and leader Cliioggia, a name probably 
derived froin the Fossa Chdia of llic Roiiiana. 

In the heart ol' tiie logoons rose the amallc^t but tbu 
soXcsi of all the I^mls, Hi^oulto. The extremity of 
tlie lagoon opposite lo that where stood Crodo was 
closed by C-ipo d'Archie. 

The incessQiit operalions of sea and rivets have modi- 
fied the aspect and even ihe position of the islands; 
political coiniiioLinns luive destroyed some towns, ivlnle 
others hare BufTercd chdngo Ihrongb ihe progress of 
time and the e^taclyHms of itaLnn.^ and nothing of llielr 
ancient splendour now remains save the namG. To- 
day, among the desolale lagoons of Grado, of Caorle, 
of Allino, of Jeaolo, of Torcello, of Mabmoeco, one 
dreams of the life at a period whieh was flourishing 
in trade and indusliies, when the workmen swarmed 
in the factories, and Greek masters of mosaic laid the 
pavements of churches and puLlio buildiuga whose mag- 
nificence we cannot reconstruct for ourselves save by 
the aid of scatlered and formlc&s ruins. 

With Bomulus Auguslulus the majesty of imperial 
Rome disappeared entirely, and mainland Venice, like 
the rest of Italy, fell under tlie sway of Odoaccr and 
then of Thcocioric (593), until Justinian (553-556) 
reconquered the peninsula from the Goths^ Lagoon 
Venice, if, q9 some hold, it retained its autonomy 
while q1 the same lime recognising the ovcrlordship 
of the Goths, most certainly admitted the suzerainty 
of liie Byzantine Empire, and in due course tlie supe- 
riority of the other masters of the neighbouring mein- 
luiid. When the Eastern emperors moved against the 
Goths, and the peninsula became a battlefield wUh all 
tlie horrors of famine and death, Ga^siodorus, the min- 
iatcr of TheodoriG^ King of tho Golhs. wrote to the 
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Trilii/ni MnrlUiml of Uie Venetian lagnons begging 
wUh tjipir UtnjG Jleet of f'oafs Id carry provisions from 
Islriii Lo Ravenna. This famous LMLerof Cassiodorus, 
wriUon in a slv!e of artificial t'li?g;n>ce, ahowa us the 
dawn of \enolian sea-power. It dc3criLea the whole 
population, various in condition, in habits, in age, but 
united together in one common activity^ This people. 
which roGG into being during the rjin of Italy, could 
hardly aa yet take a first slop towards amalgamation, 
but, renewed and strcnglbened by suffering, it emerged 
fram its early difTicultiea arid uiTirrned itself as a nation 
with vigour and resolution which presaged for it a 
long and sure exifitence. With them lay the future and 
its power. The letter of Cassiodorus, though it has 
often bocn reproduced, ia a document of such import- 
ance for ibo history of Venetian life and manners in 
the sixth century, ono hundred years after iho in^ 
sion of Allfia, thai wo must quote it here, since rccoi 
of that period are so rare. 

" You," write* Cassiodorua to the Tribunes, "own 
many and many a ship; your vesJ^ela ftar not the 
stormy winds. They come home safely lo port, nor 
do ibey ever founder, Uicy who time afler lime set sail 
from shore. The famous Vcnetia, already rich in no- 
bility, touches, to the south. Itavenna end llie Po; to- 
the cast it enjoys tbo smiling shores of llie Ionian Seavfj 
where ibo alternate cbh and flow cover and uncover the 
face of tlio land. There lie your houses, like water- 
fowl, now on land, now on islands ; and wlien the 
change comes, tliey aro aeon scattered like the Cyeladea 
over the face of the wotera — babitationa not made by 
nature, Ijut founded by the industry of man. For the 
land is mado solid by wsttlcd pileSj nor do you dread lo 
olTur BO fragile a bulwark lo the waves of the sea whea 
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ihe low-lying i^Ijiulg Tail to Ijciit bnck llie weight of 
water hecause Uit-y iiru not liigJi enough. Fish alone 
h aburulaiit; ricfi ami poor live ihera on equal tcrmg, 
A single food noinislies all olike; tlio saino sort of 
house sJiollcrs you a\\\ you envy not the lol of 
otUersT and Uvhig tlius you flc-c llic vice tJiaL rules 
Ihc world. All your rivalry is expended in your salt- 
works ; in plflco of ploughs and sicklt-a you turn your 
drying-pans, and licnce comes all your gain, and what 
you have made is your very own. AU producta axe 
dependent on your industry: for it may vi'cli he that 
some seek not gold, hut Ihci'e hves not a man who does 
not need salt, which seasons all our lood/' 

The refugees of the Adriatic lagoons, wlio by long 
vearH ol" toil, rich In noble deeds, were filowiy building 
up ihe new riithcrlandH were men of various conditions, 
— homcrti dtrtjid ci ilUislvi,^ poor dependerils, piitrician, 
plebeian, — hut all bound by the eoinnion ti(^ of mis- 
fortune. A learned foreigner^ declares thai the rich and 
noble from the llahan niainlund, subjeois of tht! elTete 
Itoman Empire, cannot have sought asylum in the islands 
in any great numbers, for at the moment when Venice 
emerges we are brouglit face to face witli a band of sea- 
farers, vigorous, ilouiisliing, indefatigable, who show 
no traces of a corrupt and decadent civihsation. It is 
probable that tlie more ci.miiigeoufl ninong Llie citi/ena 
of the mainland towns did not Uy at the first appear- 
ance of the b:jrhari]iu hordes; ufir dill tlicy aharuloTL 
their coiiJitry in its suprrnie need, as is proved by Ibu 
lung siege of Aijiiileia aEid the hrave resisLanee of oLlier 
maiidaitd towns. On tho other band, it is likely that 

* Sfcomln, CtomrU<lt^. Venc/ia, 1880. 

' Gfri^Ttir. Sittria di YfO^da dalia lui /uricWicfn^ fina clV OMio iOfid* 
Veuoiii, 1^78, 
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the oged, tho women, and tho children — all who were 
unfit to figlil^sought safety in llighl, while the rich 
and noble, who besides tijoir livta hod also their prop- 
erly to save, would, in all probobiUly, make for the 
eure asylum of the estufiry sooner than the poor, who. 
even in njomenls of grcalcal danger^ arc always bound 
lo slay beliind and wait wiiat tho fates may bring 
tlicm, be it good or bud.' Tho diingers tbcy ran, the 
loss of Avtalth. the perpetual struggle with an inhos- 
pitable soil and with robbers no loss hostile, the 
ncccssily for a life oF hardahip and faligue in wliich 
tlie weak must liavc disappeared, the continual use of 
arms, and Lhc handling of ships* all contributed to huild 
up the virile power of the new race. For the rcsl. the 
manners end customs of the Veneti. even the rich and 
noblQ, had not fi^ll llie action and the consequences 
of later-day corniplion, and we may be sure that the 
asylum iaianda of the lagoon were not nilhout some 
admixture of the patriciate which had lied from the 
maudand towns. We may conclude that afler the 
first inviisiors many families returned to their homes, 
where lay llicir ancestral possessions^; but when the 
Golbs first and tlien the Lombards enforced their grip 
on Itflly, with all the suflering which history records, 
then the temporEuy osyluin became the new and perma- 
nent home. 

The Cronaca Allinale records the names of many 
powerful families gathered in the islunds, who later 
on removed from Ileniclea, Jesolo, Torcello, Mazzorbo, 
Burano, Ammiana, and Costanziaca to Venice. The 
chronicle recalls the wise and benevolent Partecipazi ; the 

I GiflDDOlli, Delta rvp. e mat^iilrali di Vfrtfzit, p. aS3- Vpneiio, iflfio. 
^ " Kia Bc^latii invuJaail^UK pl^ripii profug^nim id primlork domicilim 

rodiBTuaL." DmiJgb. CAr.. L. Y, Cup. \. 
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Candiani, firrco in war and strong in body; the rich 
Bartiotani, from Parma; Llic powerful Ccntranici ; iho 
genllc Sclvo, from Bergamo ; llic Ma8lalici» from Rcggio, 
who sought to eomhat ignorance and tying hy building 
cUurches; llio pctulaul Magi; ibo robust Mauroccni, 
from Mantua; llie mild Grouaoni, froni Garda; the 
good Falicr, from Fano; the magnificent CaJoprini, 
from Cremona; tbc Moncanici, with tbetr great train 
or servants; the mocking and incredulous Valbrcaso, 
but cliui'cU-buildcrs oil tbc same ; Conljirini, from Con* 
cordia. wise in counsel and kindly; the Barbarigo. 
learned in architecture ; the Saponari, of Salona* build- 
ers of many houses; the Pintori. painlcrs, aa tlicir 
name implies; the t^apijii, given to agriculture; the 
Villiareni Mastalici, who hod brought with ihcm vast 
•uraa of gold and silver; and many another. Now, 
-who were all these ? They had not grown up from 
humble and utiknown famihcs among the natives, hut 
came from many dilfcrcnt cities, bringing with them 
Ihe prestige of riches end of noble lineage. Who 
were those mnjores recorded by the chroniclers as 
forming the earliest of the oneicnt asscrnbhes ? Beyond 
a doubt they were the lending famihus, who willi the 
lapse of time bccnmc the patricians or polrons. the 
seed of the Venetian arislocracyi gathered logolher :n 
lagoons, olong wilh their clients, from whom descended 
the Venetian people properly so called. 

In Cassiodorus' letter wc see tl»e primilive, fru^l. 
laborious early life of the Venetians cntii'cly dcvolcd to 
trade and the adornmciil of their new home. Tbc detflils 
of tins early life escape U3. Wc can only follow in gen- 
eral hncs (he active iuduslry which rendered the isilands 
Gt for habitation. *'You/" says Cossiodorus, *'wiLU 
your salt-pans sweat out coin/' and in truth from the very 
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beginning tlio neighbouring provin«es| were Irlbulary to 
tlio Venetinns for salt, and conncclcd with salt waa on 
extensive trade in salt fish. Bread onci salt they harterojj 
for iron h-ora Canntliia, to he used by iheinselv^^s ani| 
also for export to the East. TJic activity was divided ; 
eome of the inhabitants dedicated themselves to agrlcul- 
iuro and reduced the land to gardens and ficlda ; othcw 
aclcctcd iho water for fishing or for sallrworks. Bo- 
Bidc3 the larger islands, every mound or JLummock of 
sand brought down by the swirls of the BrcnLa, Sile^ 
and Piave, every little islet surrounded by swamps of , 
by norrow and tortuous ccnaU, was rendered Imbitable. 
Thus the barren soil became the property of tho now- 
Gorncrs, caeh island was a scparalo centre, a settlement 
as itwcrOt w'ilh its own government and its own mogts- 
trates. untd the moment came for it to form a part of 
the great Venetian community. 

And so, while around tho caallca of Tuscany and on Ui( 
plain of Loinbordy the people lived in abject desijoir, 
while in Romo, fallen under the sword of the barbarian^! 
potrician and plebeian alike sulTcrcd in servitude, tht 
young communtty laid down its firftt regulations, i1 
sliipa began to sail the Adriatic, its arms were called oii\ 
to assist other races, its travellers pushed onward lo thi 
shores of the Orient. A strong people arose on tho 
ruins wrought by the barbarians, the ancient civilisation 
catnc to life again and penetrated the institutions aiu 
customs of the new. 

It h not our purpose to follow tho course of eveni 
which drovo the communa of Venice into wars with thi 
neighbouring conquerors, and finally with Pipin, 
moat important of them all, as being tlie immcdial 
cause of the final and definite selection of Rivoalto, 
the germ aad heart of Venice, — as the scat of tht 



THE ORIGINS 



>9 



rnmmr Still uivonc who tuidertakes to inqotre 
the natare o( hi^oon Lfe al iLat time canriot 
escape iliC m.^o.'ssilv of invc^Li^ling Ihe cauf^« of IIjis 
event, and of ooUng the cSe^l on liie kIcas wLich 
tnouUtd tho nrlaLons of the ciliiciis to^-&nl5 each 
other and lovrmld the Suie. 

The cxisleDce of opposing fdctioofl in the iaLrndd of 
the kgooDt bad ii^ on^n m and was nuiinUin^d hy 
vanooscwuo. Partof liie fu^jilivca look, refuge in U11J5 
ikLich were already eubject lo their ofin municipal 
govemment, and thetvforo ihofe fugilivf^s may he said, 
as it were, to have found lhenu(^¥e« al home. Others, 
and not a kw, came to occupy land to vrhich thdr 
ancettori had never pot fonrard anv claim. Thas 
the lower e^toarv, from tlie islands of Itiallo to Capo 
d'Arginr. was so fultv populated Uial even as earlva» jai, 
according to Dandolo and. otljer chroniclers, the cily 
nf Padoa acnt tito eoii^^uU Lo govern it. But neither 
tbe CroiBica Allinale nor John tlic Deacon make anjr 
FfieDtJon of iheae consuls ; and we helieve this tradition, 
which has no other authnrily tlian a document tn the 
Archives of Padua.' is to be atlribuLed to local rivalries; 
nevertheless we do not wish to assort that il does not 
coQlain some element of truth, namely, some traces of a 
uine bond of dependence which, prior to the barhanjin 
ions, atUched the men of the lower lagoon to the 
ilanUi/Hum of Padua. In like manner the isbnds of 
Torceilo and the group known as Uie Contnde. Murano, 
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I la * Gofjj ctf iLu iKutucal ivliict nltlr^ id the Skfiui nflalEiM, M^<r 
diqvncd. nd vEtkh daln from Uie hqpatang of llie QJlHidlL ctninrf , ibd 
MBWi cf QiHC coDtuU iLifffr IrDmlboK p*'in hy Sinudo inlfae ViUtitiDoyL 
fbe Bvinkcn tLo * Lich afv iHi^neJ tc Lite >arioii9 conjIeUAlfoo*. had Ibo 
pwitlMi uf VHbti oi iLtf |>1ftE]C-Lf, pie^nL DcA&ble (IJfTtTt.'ri^F«. M n rrpruluco 
tb« doemoni in the apjieDdii (Dnrnmerit A.', not for ill vdue. on mhkh 
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011(1 llic li'io of Sent" Erdsmo were probably allaclied 
to Altinoy while the tcrrilorita of Eqiiiho antl Heraclca. 
pcrliops, were in a like clcpcnJcncu on Concordia, as 
hoyond all doubt Graio formed part of the jurisdictioii 
of Aquiieia. At tlial period the cOEnmon misfortunes 
can have led little leisure for diseusaiiig individual 
rights, but on the passing of the barbaric tempest, local 
jealousies and contests would inovilahly come to life 
agoin. These considerations serve to tlirow somo light 
on the Btrug'gles between Jesolo and Hcraclea — eiruggies 
wtiich often dyed the Canal dcU' Arco the colour of blood 
— fmdalsoon the events which led to the removal of the 
ducal scat from Hcraclea to Malamocco. They were 
atrugglcs of conllicling elements ligliting for supremacy 
— struggles, for example, of the people who came from 
Alliiio against tlie insolenno of those wLo tWcw their 
origin from Aqaileia; or of the original eitizens of Padua, 
who could endure no other superior. Add lo this tlicit, 
after the realorulion of the Wt-htcm Rmpirc, dilfitullles 
aud struggles must have [mulhplied for the Venetians 
w]io dwelt ou the confines of llidy. 

Early Venetians, for political reasons easily divined, 
desired lo maiutato that Venice was born free and 
preserved her irecdom intact; but as a matter of fact 
such complete independence Mas not in the spirit of 
the age, and no Latin race would ever have dreamed 
of refusing to acknowledge, at least in outward form, 
lU obligations towards the Homon Empire and, later, 
towards the Urcck.,' 



1 See Itehfladin^ordocumeali — rvrfnardiLut tioinlnit notirit. oLc. Man- 
crr«r, pra^en wite offered in tho cliurctica for Lh« IjcuIiL att Llto EmperDT, 
kIiO rrfxjuenllj' DC^tiuUd aiid cmxiludcd (ri;«lieB ill Uii: n^DIS oi Vuiibe. 
tifmriTn hDwe^iT, cijig[^ralL-a tha ilt^ptriJuEice of ^'t■Qi^f ou \\ie hctvpfr-lgn 
of Coiiit4intiTiaple, who, atcordinff to him. e\ea IihJ Uae riglil ia coblinn 
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On iho olhor hand commercial mtcreels influenced 
iho new republic to remain unikcl to Byzjinliuin; ivilh 
the dcolino of Byiantiuui, however, these bonds became 
relaxed. In the internal discords of the Venetian islanda 
Die Greeks took now one side now another, while Uio 
weaker party was wont to l^ok fur support from the 
lordfl of the neighbouring rvminbnd. firal the Lombards 
and then the Franks, and it is hy no incnns improbable 
tbot many Venetian famihcs aliil rctaineJ on the main- 
land a part at least of their ancient patrimony- We 
cannot hclieve that these families volnnlarily abandoned 
the entire Iicritage of their forcfallicrs; on the contrary, 
that heritage was mainlaincd even throiigliout the bar- 
barian invasions by a considerable nnmber of Ventto- 
HomanSr original owners of the soil, a fact wineh 
iK demonstrated hy the documents of the Codex 
Diplomalicns Padavinus. 

We are therefore hoimd to diatingijisli Iwo parties, 
the Venelo-Greeians and the Venelo-IlaliLins; both were 
reinforced, as time went on, hy the immigration of dis- 
tinguished famibes of Greek origin, like the Parloeipazi, 
or of Lombard origin, lite the Candiani. The conlliets 
between the two parties led up to the invasion hy the 
Prankish king, Pipln, whose career is said to have been 
checked by the routat Malamocco snd by the honourable 
peace which introduced a new and better disposition 
of the State. In tho transference of the ducal seal to 
the islands of Rialto, we not only see ih© necessity for 
choosing a more central and secure ahode, but also the 
desire to collect and fuse in one single spot, Jiitlierlo of 
nunor importance, the host of the discordant elements 

ihe cl'H^lii^n of Ihi Dngi^, It l^ Iruc, liant^vcr, ihat the Dd^b frcqufinlljr 
rrcdtvpH iit]f>q oriinnour. luch m h/p4ifm. tpatluirim, nn^ prttUapoUuiriati from 
llie BjiiiDlicio courl. 
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scattered about the estuary. On the other band change 
of place implied change of constitution. If Heraclea 
had represented the supremacy of the Greek faction, 
and Malamocco the tendency towards the Franks. Hiallo 
embodied the idea of national independence. The Doge 
Agnello Partecipazio, whoin8i^, in face of the supremo 
danger to the country, removed the scat of government 
to Rialto, gave life and form to the new State. 

From this date begins the glorious history of Venice, 



CHAPTER I 
THE ASPECT AND FOHM OF THE CITY 



ASUnC guide ibrougli tLe (orLuouH waya oF the 
new city is wanting, and wg are ublij^ed U} 
i-oiiknL oniselvi^s wiLh following the Pianla di 
Veuf-zia edilfd hy Tvwawj^, i\XX\\hn\i'A lo tlip middio 
of lliQ Iwelflii conturj, hut certainly copied later th.in 
that, as buildingB are reproseaied in it which could 
not then have existed. To eke out our desci'iplioii wt? 
sliull liave rt,rourse lo documents and traditions, 

Wg have soi^ti how the fugitives from Iho barbariaa 
invasions roisetl ramparts against tlio waves and hy 
ihcir industry transformed a marshy land into solid 
ground ccLpablo of carrying more massivQ linildings 
than tliG mere huts of the first and fow dwcllors on 
theso ielanda. The canals, the djkrs, the drains ai'C 
proof of the energy rtqnii-cd lo moke the ploee in- 
habitable and are evidence of the pertinacious quality 
of a race which was able to wring from its inhospitable 
homo both strength and security- And in truth that 
courageous toil was fruitful of great isaiics, for no 
sooner hod the fugitives lixcd tlicir home in the 
group of islands at Ilialto^ called by John tijc Deacon 
"the second Venice" lo distinguish it from Venice 
oF the mainland — than they elected a triumvirate 
whoso duty it was to enlarge the island of iliiilto, lo 
reclaim (he mcirsh lands, and to secure the Baf{^ty of the 
/Wo against the aea. Other islands joined themselves 
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Ibc new city : Scopolo, Dorsoduro, bpinalunga, 

iprio. Mendigola, the t«'o Gemine or Gcmelle, Om- 

iola, anil Olivolo, all of them formed of finnn cal- 

ircoaa soil, mtermixcd wiUi broken shelh ; tliey 

CTC caiicJ loraba,^ from tlje Gi'eck rv^fiot (a heap 

cartli); the mudhanks, called v^ime and bareue, 

[ere rc<:laimed and rendered inliabitable ; sueli were 

l-ia, Ceo, ltiria> Plombiola, Cannarcgio, Tcran. Adrio, 

nd DaiRuiia.^ There were fiixt)~, or according lo 

'licrs seventy, of iLeso banks which, went lo make 

[t Venice- 

The churches, round which the houses were huill 

id >\liic}( riimicd the nucleus of the quarter or ronfrtufa, 

|iow U3 lh<^ di'vcl<(|iin<'nt of ihc city, which, after the 

liddic of ihi; IwcllXh ceiitnry,* was divided into six 

iTstilrts (Rf's fieri), three on one side of tlie Or^and 

ariid — uiniiely, Caslelln, San Marco, and Cannaregio 

and ihrc't^ on the othcr^lo wit, San Polo, Santa 

|roce, a nil Dnrsodiiro. 

The sffclicrc of Caslt'lhj eornprised the island of 
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catcd lo Saiiils Sergius and Hacchua. Tlicy sny tins 
cburcli wiis rcLuill in 77/1 Uy Mngiio, Bi^liop ni 
OtlcvtOy and dcdicaled to SalnL Pol«!". It was agniii 
rehuilt by Bisliop Orso Parli^cipaaio (8^3) and rt*slor<?J 
many tirneg. and reTnaiin-d Lln' CaLhedriil of \enii:e 
till 1807, Hard hy iLe nnial gF San Piflm wore ilia 
two clmrclwa iind two monasttrica of Sanl' Anna and 
Sun DoiiK^nrco and llie Loitpitd for ecamcn. Oji ilia 
left of the rio di Caslcllo, not far from the Church of 
tho Celoslla, was the arsenal, embracing that put 
now known aa the Arsenole Vccchio^ This se^tfepg ex- 
tended up lo the rio del Palazzo Ducalc and conlained. 
besidos those mentioned, the following cimrclics : San 
Biagio, San Martino, Sania Tcrnita (Santa TrinitJi), San 
Giovanni in Dragora. I^ant' Antonino, San Rocollo, 
San Giovanni Nuovo. San Sevcro, Santa Maria Form oaa, 
SanLa Marina, and San Lio, 

The sestiffi's of San Marco contained Snn Basso, San 
Geminiano, Sanla Maria in capife hrold (Asccnsione), 
Son Giuliano, Sao Salvalorc, San Barlolomeo, San 
Luca, San Patcrniano, San Benedetto, Sant' Angclo, 
San ViUtle, San Samuclc, San MauriziOt Santa Maria 

bcnigo,' San Fantino, and San Moia&. 

The \staiiere of Cannarcglo {carialecfo^ canalcdo), 
probably bo called from the stores of rct-d? (f^tlicrcd 
there from the mainland and used for thatching houses 
and churches, began at the canal subsequently called 
the rio del Fondaco dei Tedeachi and ended at the 
canal of Cannarcgio. It contained tlie chui-cbes of S^iu 
Gercmia, Santa Lucia, San Leonardo, San Mmcuola 
(Santi Ermagora e Forlunalo). Santa Maria l^laddalena, 
Santa Fosca, San Mnreillan (Son Mar^iale), San Felice, 






aC VENICE IN THE MIDDLE AGES 

Santa Sofm, Sonti Apostoii, S«n Giovenoi CrisoetomOt 
Saa Canciano, Santa Maria IVuova. 

Of the otiier three sesticri lying beyond the Grand 
Canal. Iho scstia-e of San Polo embraced the churches of 
Saa TomJi, San SUn (Santo Slefiuimo), Sanl' ApoIIinarCi 
Sfln Silvcslro, and San Giacomo di KiallOp 

The sesliere of Dorsoduro, which derived its name 
from the gi-ealer solidity of ila soil, was originally 
inhabited hy poor C5hcr-folk,as it lay more exposed lo 
attack from iocs or pirates, II compriBcd the parish 
churchcH of San Rallacllo, San Basilic. San Niccoljl, 
San Trovaso (Sanli GciTnaio e Trotasio), San BarooLa^ 
Santa Margherita, San Piintalconc. Sant* Agncec. San 
Vio (San Vito). San (jregorio, and the island of Spina- 
lunga or Giudecca- 

L^sUy, in the sesfiere of Santa Croco we find Ssn 
Simeone the Aposllc and San Simeonc the Proplu-t, 
San (liovonni Dccollato, Sant" Jacopo dalT Ono. San 
Boldo ^Sanl Ulmldo), San Slue (Sant' Eu&tachio). Santa 
Maria Mater Domini, and San Ca^aiano. The names 
of the greater number of the founders of these ehiirches 
were lo be rendered illustrious by the valour of their 
descendants in years to come. 

Round about Venice lay, to the east, seveiul inlands 
which were gradually enlarged and made pleasant 
abodes: Saul" Aruiica (now Ct-rto^u), S;ml' Elena of 
the Olivctaii monks, San Giorgio Maggiore, San Ser^ 
vilio, Siui La^iaro, destincfl to the caie of lepers, and 
Sanla Maria in PSazareth, where rose the nioiijistery 
of tlio liermitH of Sant' Agostiiio. At the point of Uie 
CiUiiil Orfano a little hut, that sorted as a sLellep 
lo the lishermenH was prcsenlly lo be the nucleus of 
the hermiUge and Iiospital of San Clemenlc. To the 
north lay Murano and San Michelc, belonging to Ute 




Tub Kiuiiu Bridge — detiil from thv picturvi ■<T1m 
Mirarlfl iif iha IIqI^ Croai/' hj Cirpucia. iti llu 
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Camaldolesi » where at the close of the tenth cealury 
there stood a church,* 

Venice, during this period of growth. muBl have 
offered a unique appearance. The chief moans of com- 
umnication weis l>y valei". in hoal^ which Lra^-ereed tho 
innumerable lillle channels Jntcreecling Die tiny islands 
and also thij wider crinals 'whtt-h connected one group 
with anolhor. The canat wliich divided tho oity like 
a mnding hand was called <ictta Zirada at Sant' Andrea 
and Basiniaco at San Benc^dttlo, Tho canal acioss the 
PiaxKa di San Marco was known as the rio Batario, 
the Giudccca tJinal was called Ca/iat Vigano. 

Some of tlic public paths were ten or Lwclvc feci 
wide, for esaniple at Son Marco. HIalLo, and San Moi96 ; 
others were cAUvmcly narrow end frequently crossed 
each otiicr, winding their way hclwLcn the housca ; 
these were CEilLcd caUi^^ Ullicrs. again, stretched along 
the edges of tlic canah and wcro called /oftt/a/nc/i/a, or 
more frequenllyyufic^o™, (rotn jiittficrc. to Umd. 

The atretcbcs ol" land {tt!rr£ vaf:ae) moat exposed 
to inundations were let) unlitled and only tho graas- 
growiiig tracts were cultivated. The vast swarapa were 
constantly reclaimed. Llie reeds cut, and the ground 
made fertile^ Tcnifori was the name applied to cer- 
tain flpacps round the houses, camjn, or campieli tlieir 
diminutive, to tlic open places in front of tlie churches, 
while foHt" meant an inclosed court. Certain marahy 
laiitht rclninrd ihe nnrne ot pnlna, and tirzere was the 
title given to the dykes tliitt kept out the water- 



p. 7(j. AVnni«ia, 1715. 

' TUffj vrcve atmail nii private; proinsH^r und wctq icIJ ilorg nilli Iba 
bou9c«. In aucioal CDOtrncli rtv frcHEUCOtlj tiiiJ iba ccDco^Diou at lafa 
piMBge Ihrou^h Uie calte. 
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People wulked on the bare groutid, and down tlie 
streets ran iLe slops from tlie houses^; tlie swine of 
Sanl' Antonio nosed about in tlie grass,' horses trotted 
through the town and down the alreijt called the Merccria 
(tlie Mereers' street) whieli led from San Mareo to 
Bialto- Here and lliere grew wide-aprea*}ing trees ; 
for eitample, near the old Proeuratie a great elder to 
which the magislrales were wont lo lie their horses 
when Bummoned to tlie Council by the sound of the 
bell, which was called the irottera. from the trot of 
the horses and males which bi'ought the magislralea 
to the Palazzo Duealo. In 139a a law put an end 
to riding in the Merceria, on account of the crowd, 
and further obliged all horses and mulea to carry 
bells'* to warn the fool passengers. In the thirteenth 
century they began to pave the more frequented 
streets with brick {lapidibus salizare). The greater 
part of the streets^ however, remained unpavcd, and 
for a long lime to come were traversed by horses. 
Frequently under the Doge Lorenzo Celsi (i3Ci-i365) 
a crowd of nobles were to he seen mounted on splendid 
chargers, following his Serenity, who was a lover of 



1 Althaugh Uio Cr^naca AUhate taya lliat llio eirlicsi inlubitHDU of Itto 
i^tn^B in oniKiqaff paite eloacai ftvernnt. and flUlioiigh wo fiorl latrine 
lutlerranea pcd tubhri-ancria condaetoi ia dncunicnla ot il34 *'i^ ISo5. 
norcrllit'kaii Ihcy ii&uaLlj empEicd tJio!r slops jitlo tho street, CotchetLik 
La Vila (ki VrttezUmi net 1.100 (/Irrf*. Vcncto, T- XWll. p- aC), 

* Arcbjvio di Siaio. ^7ikgg-- Confiiglio, Lfonit. p. tS8, OrL. la, i^Og. 
"Ciim i«ti inimilia pordni q>ji> «uL tpoaie ol m\oratilli SancLi AnlOQil 
vfliJubL par civlEnlcui FOBlnni VeaoLiBritm fiicianl ol comniiUaDt pluriinH 
el diycTf-i mala Ldqi canlra pucrot qium in alralis el raDirBmeiilia» prrip- 
tLT HiJiini mmira in diinnum uE derormilDLctn n«lra civiutii, , . . Vodit 
purs." tic 

■ Ibii].H !b!d.H iLjil.H c. Go, Aug. 79^ l3g:i. ''Pro obvjamlo DLukin nidla 
«piB JD curreudaa injuoa ia liiebiiB ottivli in ^IaU^ SadcU Murci poosent 
occurrflro." 
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ehow apJ a *;f>nnoisseiir in liorsemsnslup ' ; while ihe 
st-ibles of llie Doge Michele Sleno {i4oo-i5i.3) were 
aniong the Giiust in Itily. 

Id Ihc fiflctiith ct^nlury many of tli9 slreeU were 
paved with brick, bcI e^lgewisi; and in herring-bone 
pattern, or with paving etonos, whence cornea the 
name salizada {setdaio), or paved way. The word 
n/ya. wliich at first indicated a row of conliguous 
houses {^'uga domonirn), came lo bo applied to eome 
of thesQ paved ways and roads, such as Uie ru/ja degli 
Crejtci a liialio^^ 

The woodon bridges, of low span or even cpiiLe flati 
without slops, Tor whofic construction and up-keep the 
Tieig[d>ourhood was rcsponsibleH were now built of 
Btonc. The moat ancient of tljcso Btonc bridges of 
which wc find docunicnlary record is the bridge of San 
Zoccaria (1170). The Kiollo bridge was designed in 
117S by Nicol6 Uaralticri, and was carried on pon- 
toons.^ It was known as Uio bridge delta moneia (the 
poying bridge) or del qnartarolo (the farthing bridge), 
cither because of the neighbouring mint or because 
before the bridge was built a farlhing was the fare of 
tlic ferryboats, called scaak, which carried passeOgera 
from oao eide of the canal to tbo other. In ia55 and 
laGi tlie Hiolto bridge was rcbuUt. still in wood, but 
wider. The new bridge was carried on beams and 
could Le raised in the middle.' 

The ferries, loo. the Iraghetti, were an ancient insti- 
tution. In the tbirteciitli nnd fourteenth eenturles \\c 

1 Sanu*ki, Vite d^i Pogi. p- Goo {ftcr. U- Script., Vol. XXlf}- 

1 (lAlUi^ciolIi. Vol. b |r|>. i5j. 370. 

" BuL the C'^nrroi di Nicole TroviHn. e. f\^ (Uililiol4H^« MBr^^ianat 
Qh Vrti Cod- UXIX). Hj«. " Miitro Zuanc Tc^u cl priino (kjoIc <Ic Lti&lto, 
dL9 prima w pD:t^ava cop tevth (icauli-j." 

I GtUiccSullJ, Vol. J, p. i',^. 
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firul 



ilpil tlio ferrids of San Gi 



Fei; 



[irui r*»t;Lim(M mo lernos Oi oan unfgano, &an reiice, 
Siin Tomfl, San Sauiufle, Sun ClasBiuno, San Vila, Siintan 
Lucia, ^Iso tlie fi*mi:!S la Muraiio. to MesLrc, to [tialto^j 
fiiul Gaiinaief^io, Cliioggia to llialto, and Pudua 
nialto.i 

The isinals,^ which were closed with cLams for grealei 
safety, occaaionally had Irccs along their Ijanks. Froi 
luLyriikth of narrow ditches oiiu came out hUo hroai 
ponds (piscine) or lutes [l<ujfti).^ uiio creeks or est} 
rieB. or else found otu^seir oinong green inoadowH. wht 
the cattlo grazed, or among vineyards or orchards, ^ 
or else among low, thick-growing scrnh. At Santaj 
Marta was a wood known as " Wolf's Point/' and ai 
other stroLcLod along the Barbaria dello Tole; on lh( 
lagoon, in front of Saint Mark's, rose the hlack cypresa-j 
trees of San Giorgio, called therefore St. George of tl 



1 Tha boAtmcD of IUqjq fernes made IJLlle svoodtia boatbaucci. calli 
cawtie, to aUullcr iLcIr bo?ila. Tiic lana umlcl ld ■ coofratorqUy {/i-ttjlia), 
of ^vhicli itiH bj'-lawa. fIaLJji|f from Um fotirLci^uUi tentur^. ars iiiU oilaul* 

sTLc flnifiriiil caiiHls vtera sL^rleil bjr cicji^alion. lUa naliLr^l woiir 
dt^cpmicd Ibom Bud kopt Uicm opua. Thoj wora cilli^ eumt-'R^arie or 
Ktifiieitzei-c . 

* CcfrhaLlL (Arrhhio Vcmrlo), T. II. p. q5. ci\\i BLLcritian tc CBiiuil 
ia/fhi aiiil pisetni'. He gaU the Dariicfl from tf'O aTcliivH of ttytna ttf iha 
tup^ii-hsri\ can veals prc^rvctl in Ibo coLltcLioii of Maiiwt'i''te el l\is Arcliivia 
■II Stulo, )li:re 0,ro tciuu of llieui, ^IlL \\i-.'ir JhIcs: IojG. DursiKlurOi 
noar Ihe caiifll niisiniaco : 1U75, aL Sbti (irGgoriD; iO"U" Iielonging to 
GioVAngi Morobini, Ihc prulor^piilhariusi and Id hh hroUior DorupDico, 
ufjtr Lbt^ cnrial Vl^nnu *t Sun Grtgurio ^ Jlti5, hdongui^ la iJic fiadovr, 
dcbe to ?4)i GiatJiiLO dfltr Orio and Lho ria Mnriit : 1 i^d. at Sou Siui^ 
one. Pisnns arc r<?corded in 1081. Hf^ar ihfl rio Tnmanco ; Ti4S, tk 
Sqa Mlii&o ; iLliti, at San Zulijin ^ "77' ^^ SsdU liiufitina; T17S, at 
Saa S«]vAraTCi nSJip nt San Cda&TUiO ; Iiij3, At t^nri GiovBEini Evin- 
gffUnln ; iui4> at Bant' A^^Ijdo. Girolomo ZmvLli {DfU' oiuj. di uicant 
arti prifif- ojif^iptio i I i-n . p- f*S, Vcrej.ll. id^l) recordi a lii<tarinL act, 
dated I io-. mc'ne matfii, iiidfliiutt \ tl, fli'Maltif which ftpeak^ of a iiitsie. itift 
pruf«tT of iJkti CliEirili nf &an Vtinliicoao- from Lho ilcn:LLmkiU marLc4 
laia WIT gjtLcr Lliat Hub /d^ yai of grot ?itcat, ofl it i^jrood oJ 
uncial ftiicit. 
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Cypreases. Here and ififre one c:ime on Kill-pans, 
fjuilt m btono, Urge anil elruTig, uIlL duuis and L^nLs, 
inlc^U aiid ouUots, iind choiin*'ls far lliu Wiilcr {tranttja- 
f/liicio), junciorio,^ i^uJ cvc'il with fisliuLg and BlioolJng 
preserve's.* liiough it is true ihid HAitug oiid sliooling 
were generally confined lo those UatlB ol" the lagoon 
later on colled valti^ which were enclosed '^viUiin a poll- 
Bade of "waltlo {grisioh'). Tlio roiUa were s!mt in 
bclwccn boiika in oiiJcr lo increase the power of the 
Good and the chl> tides on the floats of their wheels. 
They were called acjaimoU or sedilia.^ Among the 
houses and high over the roofs, on Lhc <juiet surface of 
the lagoon, in o harmony of line and colour, roac the 
Bails which were to open the era of thot commercial 

1 In Augiiftl. not, X *aii-fiaa bolon^Eg lo Iho MooDslflrjr of S&n 
Gior^o wift nold. ri ctt eur/i Jcunnui el aecanJas et lidit et oirjls ei gemiait 
et pindariia ri dwhinmbus dn afijt'te el m'lrarih et domaicU ei nifuiriiA rt 
Dujnn? cf r-oittirf nh iriiit et /orii LVreli- -li SlaLo, M'^i\vnoi-le, Sjh Gmrgia 
Uftg^Lor?, It, aSj- TIlo utl-pins yupto ItL for a fiinl number of Yqari tt 
■ tviit pr voc ur murH LiusLilf (tnuijqi'i) tit bdlt» tii fcr iLe proaud i>f ddq 
or mora 'Isv* (*?« in Ap^ii^nilii Ditc. Bj. TUo fiall-pnnA wero vec^ nuaLDr- 
OM: far vKample, one Dompctica di Koutro NLciuro, of llm filUgo dT 
HlirBOtf, Aclli itaas uliii'tu dc ipaaa viifinti oclo creeled on Lis pT^tporlj 
(\rDb, dtlla riLbr. di Santa M^ria □ Di}DEila Ji Miiraao, March, lod^); 
■iiH nn Soploinher i^, l3'jS. Ibe rnmily nt EjiBiinnigo divide iririou£ lolt- 
pBE» pear CluDggin (Arck- priv. Corrcr. CoH, IL), 

* Arcb. di &t4Ur, Ha^imoile. Sau Giurifio Mif^giorci D. 37, die, 
1084- 

• MiLU wcro ei^W^/fT• moviblo gr fiieJ, Th<s movable miUt werfl tarried 
in grcaL boaLs, cillod tandanoa, and ^crc WTjrLed by iLo clJs and Hoa of 
Ibo iMtfi sii boura uqb viay and tli tLc oUii;r- Fiird niiih y*vio BreilcJ 
DIk l!i« m^idbanit. AI>nvL> wi* Ihii mill and 1|j<> nidli>r's Imnse ; h<.*tnw, a 
larfjO purl vf ilid |ii^>i»n vn^ wuEK'd ifi kd h« lo fnmi a pour], witk a dour 
to IrL iu tijfi AiiL"(. ^Lt<|i tvii llmu dirrHlcd bj bmk Couduils »d an tO 
■IriLo iliri IliiiH of fbo inilU^^linil, rtill(*[| /ormnr. FiUaki, op. cil.^ T. II!, 
Lap, LXtl- At ilia tcf^iumng of Lbu Fuurleijntli ceulary tviudmlLlft Aera 
ia1rorbj<.i.-il Thi- Hnl wpa entUJ iti tS33 uprhD tbu uiuclbauka uour 
Sau MiLliclo bI Muj-AJiu bjr k icn^u Uu-lo[t>iu«o Vordo, ZaueUit G>. o[>. 
oit., p. till. 
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activity A\'Iiich, from year lo year, brouglit fresh prOB- 
pcrity to the country, 

TliQ Euiiucli Narscs, \^'ho come to Venice in 55a to 
seek aid against tfic Gotlis, accordijig to lYiQ Cronaca 
AilinaLc, built two clmrchca in the islands of Rial to, in 
tlio orcliaivi, or fji-olo^ which oUci'si'ards becaoio the 
property of the nuna of San Zaccaria, one on the rivo 
Batario, dedicated to Su.ii Gcmiriiano, tlic other to San 
Tcodoro, on the site of which Sainl Mark's \vaa euhae- 
qucntly roiacd^^ The Doge Giuatiniano Partccipazio 
(837-829) bought Iho orcliord, which was surrounded 
by trcea antl huniljlo dwellings, from the ntina. In the 
niuLh cGiilury« as a protection against attack, the orchard 
woa cnclaacd by a batticmcnted wall. Another wall 
stretched along the prcacnl rtva degli Schiavoni.* In 
the tciith century tlie campanile was lH?gun in the 
orchard of Saint Mark's, when Domenico Mornaini 
waa Doge (ii/i8-i i56). It was carried up about sixty 
metres and lintahcd between 1178 and 1180 by Nicolo 
Barattieri,^ Hard by the campanile, Pietro Orscolo I 
(1370) Ijuilt a lio*pitnl or lodging for pilgrims to the 
licly Ijiud, and called it aAcr San Martio. In ii5S. 
wliilo Vilale Michiel II was Doge, the rivo Batario was 

1 BindDlD. Chr^-^ XU. ^3. Tha vii.U or ^a^fl?fl and Iho roundatioc of 
tLe two churchca b*i hixa deai«l by tome, buL ool on ftulficLeiit ^oudJa, 
The bvMur auLbonLiei liive ccn[innrd tlio account giveu lii llit) Crvnaea 
AUiftaie »aJ hj OanHnln. Cfr. Sinjbusfctld^ Suifa geapei-U tieUa C'-on. AH. 
{AnhhiQ Veftcto, T. XXW, p, i a^l, jmd Monlicolo, / rtui^ t h fonti ii^lta 
Cron. del Dkic. Crawrir.j, p. i03, n. 1. Boniai iStia, 

* PiiUro Trilmno [^8SS-^i j), iu ilie riiiilli jcar of bL» rfigtj, LuUt a tvbII 
From Iho riiia di Ci«li>lli> Ui Spnln M^riii Zahsni^c, ^luvs t ^nsl cfafin 
crosPAl Lie ronoi and vfOs futoaad to the CLurcb of StD Grcgorio. 

^ TLb cainp;jiillc roiiaJRlioaa were hirdlj 6ve nit1rc» deep mil almost 
ppriri'ntliciilgrr Ritni, Cantpaniie t >uoz fGmUvnmii (in La Saaitica tli San 
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filled in, and in 1 17a tlio Dago Scbaslian Ziani widenod 
llic fiavMi^ which later on wqb paved wilh Lrick kid 
cdgcwUd and in hcrrln^-honG pattern, and adorned it 
wilh loggins Uiat evontuaUy boconio the dwelling of iho 
procurators of San Marco. He pullod down llie old 
church of San Gcmlniano and rebuilt it further back, 
right oppoaito the bataiLca.' As early as 1177 throo 
canons of Saint Peter's at Rome declared tho piazza to 
bo very vrido and spacious — phtca heati Muixi magna 
nimis et spaciosa.^ In the Uurlccnth century tho 
Dognrcssa Lcicia da Prata, wife of lAinif^ri Zeno (ia53- 
1368). enlarged Pietra Orseolo'a hospital and brought 
it into line with the campunik, Tho campanile itself 
was renovated in i<i^Q by on orchi led called Montagnana, 
and was frequently repaired and restored after the fires 
of 1^00 and i^oj and the lightning fitrokoa of i388 and 
ijiy. Round the haseof iha great ttiwcr crowded the 
shops of hucksters {.ttrniznnoli), sIomp-c utters, mouey- 
chnngeri4, and a hg'jfftta, which in the thirteenth cen- 
tury served as a reride/vons for l)ie noblea»undin i^oq^ 
afler the conspiracy of Mann Rocconio, became the 
mcctiiig-place of tlie pi'oenralorfi of San Marco during 
sittings of thi; Great Council- Destroyed by fire and 
mined hy einihquato and lightning, it was fre'incnlly 
rebnilt during the fifteenth century. In front f>f the 
basilica, planted in sockets of ivood called nbati, the 
gtandflrds of Saint Mark — ianlam pulcra gtianfam Jieri 
poasunl a de oplimo cendaliiorto^ — tloated on all solemn 



^ Ht« eaUrgcmcal of holh llio greater and the [buct piuiii ia duo lo 
tite Oogo Ztiai. nkic pullod duAfl tho wall which BLirroutiitei! Ihom, 
TciQtnia'd plftQ bLgm'& Lotli pJiL»4 inJ pin»cUa villi baUirmcuLfl. 

■ Souudc, Le tiiu dci iJuyi {Jier. itat. Script.), od. Moulicolo. f> 3o3< 
C.iith ili CiRi^llo. rQoo. 

' Arcbitia di SUtOi Cattt^io f^atalofia, Deer. i5 fobbr., iZ-jH* 

Tot* i — 3 
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occaaions, Facing ihe Ducal Palace stood bakers'. 
butcJiers', and otlier ehopB, as well as inna for strangers. 
In tlie piazzetta, clone to the twin columnB, there was 
a market for poultry and fiab. 

In tlic year i343 Uio foundations of the quay or 
molo were laid, and in i3<i3 the wooden bridge^ 
known as Ibo Ponto della Paglia, from the boats laden 
with straw that moored Ibcrc — was built- Where 
Sonaovinoa mint now stands rose the old mint built 
in 1337, and where to-day one sees the greenery of 
iho Royal Garden there used to be a ship-building 
yard, which, in ia()8» put as many as llllccn galleys in 
the water. This subsidiary orsonal was known aa 
Tcrranova, end when il was suppressed the government, 
in i34o, built upon the site a vast puhlrc grunory. 
Hard by was a noOlogical garden and the Doge's 
stables, wliitc at no great diatanee lay the prisons. In 
i3ti5 PetmiizU tliongbt the piazza so beautiful that be 
exclaimed, fiesch an terrcntm orbis porein habeaL 

In tho thirteenth and Fourteenth centuries, by order 
of the Great Gouncil. some wells were sunk in ibc 
pia£;ui. The piaz7,a itself was paved with stone in 
iSga, under the Doge Antonio Vemer ; and possibly 
ID 1^06 tlicy kid down that design in hands of white 
marble which, according to some authorities, marked 
olT tlic position of mi.?rchai»tH' sttLlls.and in tlie opinion of 
others gave the name of the lUlo/i Lo this public prom- 
enade. A picture in the Mu^co Civieo> attributed to 
Carpaccio. but more probably the work of Lazzaro 
Sebastioni, shows us the piazza of San Marco as it 
was in the middle a^t-Sn before the cinqaecenlo had 
Icfl upon it its magnillcent imprint. There we see 
the old lo(/Q€iiQ at the fool of tlic campanile, end in a 
line with it, and jusl opposite ibe Palauo Ducaici tite 
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Icauliriil building of Uie public baltGry with two loggias 
of S;ir;iccnic arolips. An idoalisctl view of Venice, 
exccukil Hitfi rude BimpHcily, is to be found in a 
niAnUBCnpt of iho oorly qualtroconlo proaerved in the 
Dodleiiia Librjiry' ; and Brcy*lenbaoh» a |ii1frim to llic 
Holy Land, on his «^y through Venice, made a fikolch 
of the mi^dia'val cily which waa reproduced in a 
woodcnt dcfiignod by Erard Rciiwick, In his book 
the pilgrim dwells on iho naval power, ibo comn:iercial 
and artistic prosperity of the city wliich ho names Qtli- 
quissittta^ ciarisstmat ci jlorcntlssima.^ Il is enough lo 
compare tlio Anlica piatda di Vcuezla of Tomonza with 
the view in Dieydcnhoch, the panorama in the Crottaca 
Aorimbcrffcnsc^^ and Ihc heaulilul plan attributed to 
Albert Diircr. but now assigned lo Jacopo dc' Uarbari ,' 
to see liow the city b^id grown from its humLlo 
beginnings to an admirable amplitude, and had already, 
at the elo3C of the Tiftccnth century, begun lo accumu- 
iile Iriiimphs of Renaissance art. 

From its earliest inlimcy Venice look every care 
lo make the scat of her government commodious 
end beautiful. From Ravenna* rich in gems of 
fiucienl artf from IsLiia and Oalmatia, vrbere Roman 
remains were abundant, from the East, from Syria 



* Lnm dii graanl Caom qui jwrofc tt la sratml Annenk d« Pertu rf det 
Tttrlnra. eir , c. aiS. BiM B<>dlfii*na, Oiford. MS. n. afii. The 
\jcw of Vanico ii OD f^ga ^t^r 

* Br«jdenbachi Sanotarum Pervgrin. in Moniffn Sjcti, cto- Migiintia. 

* On pa^D illii. Ncrimbor^. tSq3. 

* lU dalo LB i5no. aaJ iL rir^r«<enl-a Vocicff xod itt UUtidB. in bigU 
rcliL'f, TIlc ori^iiiaJ h n^ixt-lrlLtcL lu nil pi(-cFs li ytantM-'l in llir Mubcij 
Civim, Snma irhprr^^ums of ibii pljiu. bearing llie dulc MD. 9\ntw ta 
iha rBaipBdilfl x^llb a low Iwll rhamlwr co\4»r(Kl wilh lil<"a ind q-tllLniit 
ib^ piriuud' la uUicr laiprcinoiis tbc bell chaiobcr !» crowned \>j tho 
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end Egj-pt^ the ships of Saint Mark returned !adpn 
with JiiBcrijUioiis, wilh bas-rclu^rs, with (iiiitiires, liona, 
columns, nUiUicsin precious murllcfl, ilesLined lo adorn 
Lhe growing cilj.^ From Acre, aa it would seem, 
came llio jmrphjry group of four figures, near the 
Porta dc'lla Gjirla of Ihe P-daixo Ducale. They prob- 
ably formed part of a monumental column. In the 
tweirih century three great columns were brought from 
ConsLantlnoplOj' two of which were erected in the 
piazzettn by that Gume Nicolb Baraltieri wlio made the 
first Riaho bridge. 

In t:io5 the fDiJi' horses tluU adorned tlia hippodremi^ 
of Cons tan lluople were placed over the porch of the 

^ ^'o^ muiit vtfl omit l-ho gifli of CTDpcron and king*- Fcr ^iimplfl. 
in the {rea^urj dF Saint Mark'a (lii-rD it the marble chair, betlevoJ lu Lo 
lbs rliitir of IIig cvniig-j^lial, wbii'b ihcj say -nat prrsi^ulnl by Lha Em- 
|>tfrnr Uemrlios to Primigpoio. Pfllrijr^h of Gra*|rt, in C3g, Thero ii 
il»a piiolhcr msrlilo chair ^vcn ia ilio Hqiublic by tho Emperor 
Mk'hdel rnld.<olu^i^» hclirki'tl \n be ihu Lbalr vOicrcoii SalnL Prti^r duI in 
AulLoch. n 13 now in the CJitirrh of Ren Piclro di Ciitlpllo. The Jirtt 
is Byraulitia vork bi>]unging lo tbe lafit ycurt cf Iho siilh cenltiry or tbo 
OpfioiDg of tha BCVcaLh- Tli<^ nKDrd Las JLa Luck maJo of t funcrHl cippui 
Bho^iDg Siracen wkliagi eUia in Wile, uud h&» on \\ a ^en« of lha 
Korio. 

^ HiPre wcrs originitFj threo coluoini brGught from Coaitantinopla, but 
onfi tcM iuLo llip tL-a Brd vma TiG'fet rccovort^il. Of ihc Iwa CDlumna dow 
III [lUcG, tjpc U of graj orif^nlal erauiEc ami canJcnL ou Iho (op Llio lion : 
the oOi^r it oT rpiJJihh ofTi?n1al granite enJ b^an the li^ira of San 
Teodoro. That fi^ra 'n chiufl^ moclo up of a Roman fragniuaU Sqwo 
LiBLuriaUfl f'wa \hc daEo cf tho Iran^poildUun of thi^o columns Bv I[j5, 
olben as 1171. oLhcn pbrc il Eiirli{n- or liiLrr. Il li improbable |]ial 
tba two coLimnB lay for many ycitrft on Iho ground (or lack of an 
archilocl cipaLlo of rTE^cLin^ thorn- 'Ilio »lory is ibal Ifaoy ytert 
niaed to Ibe [ierirciiJii;uUr in i'?^ hv Nicd^ BaraUmri. On Uia 
otbflp hanJ, Iho O^n^iM of TiwiRau sajn, F« prfmo ^ Constanlinopo/i 
It* fofofld jF'dnd'', de/J*" 'jutil una de fsn^ d^scir^atuhfa h rajele fl* laajtif, 
C mal iwn $i pote avrrh, L^ aftr-c dui fo tratt in !erra e per Z'lane (iho 
min who n^aite lhi3 Eiolto brUKv) Uf9 InaU impmii, »i ^tunis h vdv nc ta 
piaia de San Marco. 
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basilica, and in i2^G the hvo pilasters cnpturcd aL 
Aci-e^ were put la position bcl'ore Ulc door oi" Ike Lap- 
littery. Then a» now the pigeons, which give an air 
of liTft and movcmont to the Venetian monutncnta. 
nuLLtT(-d above Ihs buildings, umlislurbrd bj tbfi tuar 
of business or ibe noitic of tbe crowil. On Palm 
Sunday they wrrc lot bjo^e from Saint Mark's, and 
fiew awny to breed and multiply and to iliid everywhere 
food and sheller.* 

GaBlello was the religious centre of the new city. 
the see of the b[sbo|jric. Aroujid Saint Murk's, tlie 
shrine of the evangehst, and the palnce of the Dogea 
the magistrates, both eivil and pohlical, had their ahude, 
id by their authority Ijcld iei check what might have 
been the loo exuhcnint vitality of the growing nation ; 
"while the active buRineas hfc of Venice was concen- 
trated at Rialto in the throng of sailors and merchants. 
For long the city was known as Uivonltus and its port 
was called San Nicole di RialLo ; while the name Vcnezia 
was applied to iho group of townships of the Venetian 



' It ia lUa sa\i] that in laTtfi Lon^nio Tii.ipL>lo brmigliL frDm Acre iLiI 
mirfla mf^dallioti whifb i* ilill La in •.oen on tUs oui^r w^ll of g huu^a ia 
tba Cfeiiipi^lln An^iiraQ. calli^ii Zun, ai Sin fBuUkiina- Sanio bi^ld iTtal 
il i« oiic of Iha spciiln of CoDMiiLlinopIc I lao'ij. It rr|ii<:^ro]» In bnc-rclief 
ft I3jr£*nlitia rin|«rar of Xho trtniid haU oi Hip tcniK nr ihu bi^ginnmg nf 
(ho fInvpnLh fenlnrj, Sfbluuihcrgcr, Kut-rr^if/ ^u tampo Afja'-ati, Ok- 
{Rlritin Bi:atilina, Loijuig, l8>(3l- Veulufi (,9'- d<:if' arle llaliana. Vol- 
I]> p, ^to, a. I, MUiiiiLi, ir|03) lliiulu ihc i\urk bcbngs tu iLu latu Ik^elftb 
ceaUiTj- 

' Jin uinpriL IpjuivI hu il tJiit ttia pigeon* of Sau M>rcn are LKd Jo- 
flctnilanlji oi Lhwu? QckIh of p^ooiis nliich fiJIowrd — aaiU bt ircca — ilia 
fjurilivn trom Odereo in t]it?!r flight Uvm the lurbniianfl. Tbtr cbromctm. 
on Ibo olhi?r hand, rc-'itrd an uifir;nt cutlom of ULorjiIing piguDtii op L'ulin 
Blindtj. Olhon. A^in. think ihrir iDtrcNlijctiori ie Hue t'* au iuiilBLiou 
<ir llio h^>iti comniDD ia HiluIb cud rurBia, of Luc|rmg pigooua at Uifl 
Jiublic eipouM, 
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liUoral, wJiicli, willi IlerncK»a as its capital, formed the 
dukedom under llie first Do^'e Paoluccio Annfefilo,^ 

TliG actual inland of Ricdlo, ho called either becauBG a 
alream Cvillod Prcalto flovA'(?d hilo an arm of the Brenta 
tlicr^?, or from the hcij^lil of its Lanks, was made up 
of tlie parislios of San Jacopo^ San MaLteo, and San 
Giovanni Elcmosinario. Tho Lraflic of the civilised 
world centred at Ilialto, Even in the tenth century, 
there were shops on tlio ground Qoor, a filaughter-houBD, 
and one reads of its admirable order in io<)7, — onore 
no^fri mcrcaii.^ Later on tlioy put up a clock and a 
loggia for the mcrchantai and towards tbe close of Ih<oo 
tho porticoca (cokapertura ortiata) were rearranged and 
became iLc meeting-place for the traflick<*rs of many 
nations. The mint lay on tho ollior eide of the cari;^! 
at San Bartolomeo. It wae built in the niiddlo of tho 
ninth century, and there is a record that the land on 
whicli it stood was sold in ui'i,^ In i3^9 ord<'rB 
were issued to cnkrge tlio I\i;dlo, and especially the Jif^ii- 
marketf by pulling down qnedam domm sea statiortes 
parvc rjuas tenait ci^rli/niclaroli cl canerofi, Gud hy talking 
oway the fishmongers' bfinchea*; ond in i33*) the 
flcsh-markot waa established in that part of the "great 
house" of tho Quirini which waa still standing,* known 

I Tha RKt^L BDcicaL ciflmplc of iho uaa of llio vord " Venecia" as \ht 
Djiiiifl ot UiD c\\.j va liciJ ID tha fulluwiiig [io^in^^h frum Cml. VaL- 'fii-j^: 
Anno Dnfiiini *jii<i!ii<ir rrftttum iMtfinti uniim filijir-iiift Vrrmrii^. Mui)tirf>to, 
Spuj'thlwf tt'Arehhio ('Vrjfmo Arch. Veti-, T- lU, p. ^^t\^ 

^ Fr^jm a drf6 of flift of iho broUiora "lUsooe oriJ L'tolro Orio (1097)- 

" Pailcivan ind Ci'Lchtini. jSuriiniiiri^ della n\iinrfioQraJia Veiu:fsna. p. vii- 

* An-h. di Slalo, Canurvrmonait 11, p, lag (i3 deoembra. i3aa). 

^ TJio pari dT iLo [jum QuerJui i\|]i4:h bflongrd Ui llio liiolh^rs M&reo 
and PJelro^ ivho ii.-u! Ifltpn purl in Ihc crtTii;pirarj of Bnjflmufilu Tiopnlo, 
waft dettrojod. Tko p»rt boboging la ihe ib»rd brother. GioTKimi, wba 
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as tlie slalon, which ended by becoming the potiUry- 
markel. In 1^59 the long porticoes of Rmho wore 
aflorncd with a chart or mappamondo, showing the 
trade routes of Venetian commerce, TLe clock on llie 
lower of San Giovanni was famous even outside Venice ; 
il was made in the eariy years of the quattrocento, a 
marvellous piece of mechanism whiclk, in tlie words 
of its maker, Gasparo Ubaldiri, somi le ore ef venefora 
an galo el qualcatUa tre volte per ora} Special oJlicors 
were appointed to superintend tlie buildings and all clee 
connected with Bialto.^ 

The aspect of the city ia described with rugged cITcc- 
tivcncsa in a poera by Jocopo d 'AlbiiMotlo Guidi, a 
Florentine who come with hia family to Venice ia ilx^']. 
The merchanl-poet omits no detail. — the origin* the 
martial and civil glories oi' the Slate, ita government, 
laws, iTijigistruLes, the islands of the lagoon* the art^ 
guildr^, ihu churcbea, palaces, arsenal, lite poaaessions 
of the Rt-puljlic, etc.^ When Jacopo found himself 
in front of the boiiilici'i and the Due.al Palace he was 
swept nwny in on ecstasy wliidi lie viilidj trlea to ciprcss 
i[i Ills rud« verses. There, bef^in; him, were the Pro- 
ettratie* and. hard by. the public bakery, the ilesli- 
market. the fish-maT'ket. the fruit-market, the mint 
i.U tincttli e lie ffro.ssoni. the ti^in cohimns, the shops 
of the ironmongers* the Imekstcrs, the sellers of plati-a 
and bowls, 



wj* Pint amnnp tho cnrwpirflliir*. vtn rwptN'lo!. Il wm aflcrwarrU anquirnd 
hy Ibtf Stalo aad Lccaiiii> the Qe^L-iik^rki'l dI ItiAllf) JitUu, i-d CdHl C'ti/Hl^ 
<fci liefritleUi Quirini [Arch. iVii^fff, Tt XI, p^ I'l-). 

L Milnncu. DtJf- per la st. diyW arie Siiaac. Siena. l^^5, 
< A.rth. di SUla, P'-ovwdilO'-i ttl Saf. Caplolirf, I. *. 

(,V(iDiw Ar-c/iiDJu Vi^iictii. T. V, p, 3ij7 ot «'])■ 
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E iippreuo a queslo t'6 ua' o^lona 
Si b?no !□ piinio g 'li r^imtre bcUe 
Da roccplUro cngni gran Lripati 
D'ambaacialori r tUi porli novdlo.i 

(And hard by this there slanda ao ina so well appointed 
and with clianibers fair^ to houae, however gi'eat, a auile 
of ambaasadora or oLiiei' bringers of lidings.) 

Guid! Uieii moves up llio Mercerla. htalla via ammai- 
tonata, '*a fair, brick-paved street, "witb tbc fine shops 
of the c!oth-oF-gold mercers, the silk-mercers » the dealers 
in velvet and fustian ; further on came the druggists 
and the gold and silver smifJis. When he reaches Rialto 

£ UD panio d(iq fatio cl! epdllo 
Ma di JegnaoiG t\ ben Lavoralo, 

(where stands a bridge not made of hewn etono, but of 
wood right skilfully wrought), Mcsscr Jacopo is amazed 
at the busy crowd and wanders about among the 
benches of the fruit, fish, and poultry dealers, where 
he Bees great quantities of osele luttc pshfe ch'& una 
meravifflia e tanto grusse cite palono pur torle (a mar- 
vellous fltoro of Utile birds all plueked and so fat that 
they look like doves)^ He puslies on into the side 
streets among tho shops of the rope sellers, tlie bakers, 
the pork butchers, and the lloshers, until lii^ comes to the 
street of the coopers, then turning back towards Rialto 
ho lookfl at the shops of the goldsmiths, jewellers, em- 
broiderers, tailors, and cloth merchants. At lust he 
comes out on the viva del Ferro, called later on the riv€i 
del Vin ; he marvels at llic custom house and the ar- 
rangement of the ollices attached thereto, at the noble 
Corn Exchange, and all the warehouses bursting with 
tuns of Muscat and of Malmsey wine. 

wher«, in i^flS. Iha Turkish ambisflador wu loJged- 
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Tile Rnfety nnJ llie cIcaTiliiiesH of llie etrei^ls, the 
canals, and the quays wcr<j tlio oljject of alli/nlive 
BUptTvision : infringement of regulations wus punishod 
by fines. ' Fvoiii the days of Doge Dotnciiico Micliiel 
care waa XuVnu to light the. narrow yiid tlangerous 
pasBHgea by lanlorns (^cesendeli) at the public eicpease 
and. under tlio chni'^e of the parish.^ In iSoi the 
Great Council appointed a commission to report on 
lUe canals and ponds {piscine)^ which should be dredged 
out and ^^"hich ought to be filled in.^ Excellent ar- 
rangements were made to insure a sunilary atatu of the 
cemeteries*; worLa were underLaltcn to accuro pure 
drinking water from sound cisterns'^; unhealthy in- 
dustries were removed from the inhabited qnorLers"; 
public gr^nario5 were erected at San Biagio'; a fire 

I AtcIi- Ji SULa, LiJ^r Pterfiniiifn {linh)- Liter CnnimonrA or PUf^innm, 
coDldiuiug Acls of tLa GuxorumeLiL fruiii UcLubcr 3o, 13^3) lo M^j. ii53. 
A calonJar has bfcn f(lbl^^hef^ hy K. PreJoIJi, Voni-iia^ iSyj. Tliis is Ibn 
mo*! Boricnl voluQiU cjf gEUci^I ifU wliicli qtisU in Ifac grdiii^Bt anJ it 
FnU of ynluvtile dcUiU illuBlmling ibc pn>alo \lta of Vomcc. 

' TliCM lipLcms, callcril cffirm^dr Trcm lUe LaLiri tiiii'Icia (a lUUo ligbl)t 
wME. for iha moul jiarL, hung bploro iho iniAg^i of sbidU, tvLich ili^ol l>; 
ihe wiirddL>r In aji incipuL tnaini&cn^iL Aji^uId AniD'li ri;hlca tlul, ia 
l^uB, Ilia piiiJriilhc-r, FiiiucDSt.u dcgli AiiiBiti, caLiitc'd lo bo |iiilij(cd a 
panel wkh the Mdili>]i[ii aud Cbild, and placod il, of niodo jiodtrit I'tfifrtfinr), 
ll All ingla of a naiTiw pa««agp on tliH cnrn'T uf a hoitJW rl'^iiiA In bi» o^n. 
Tliis paool of Llie Amadi (amilr gavo n« Lo ilia cliurcb of Uio Miracoli, 
dwIicaLnl Itj Ibu wurthip af Uii> flrtiml pii;LuTc. 3mi!. Sunln Maria det 
tiiraeoii in tcnfffm lArchJifio f("Wlo, T- XXXII[, p. ^^~}- 

p. i6). For Ipavo LoCil in any p4f I of ihe ligoon a {in'>ornpairof «hkmai*- 
kilhcr glovei, or a imaN mm of muiicy, of a |Knm*| nf fniil. or (*p|for, 
anil if> on. wi« dim Lo ilia Ikogp. roci?hi?lli ^p. 5^) cilj^a mii>j doeuoKiiiU 
TvUlkUg to \\ia drrd^iap of cauqJa ind cLuliuoIb, 

* AblL di SULo, Ma^giur Couiiglio* ^jtlriim, p» iGj, V* (April 
%, \im. 

* Jbid.. ibid.. FFVkflciif. p. r50 (Aug. ^g, iBsB). 

* IbwL, ibiJ,, Pila^AfM. p, iS B, (^ov. 8, mijO- 

' lbid>» ilnd-, f^runctu. |>. ]^G. V' (Si.-|jt, ifi, i3aa)< 
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brigade, was organiaod'; and lastly, to omit many 
olher regulations, tijc govornmL^nt. which ovorlooted 
no detail, did not forget to prolilbit tavomcrs from 
putting water m ihoir wino.=* 

One of tiie oldost magistracios of thcs Ilcpubltc, Uio 
Signori di I\'otle was organised in the middle of the 
lliirtocnUi century. It was composed of six patriciane 
3ppohiti?d Qs guardians of the public safety during the 
night liniCf with power also to compel the payment of 
house rent, to proceed against bigamists, bravoes, aesas- 
einB, and tliicvcs, and entrusted witli ihc up-kcep of 
iLc roads. Tho Capllolare of tfio Siffnori di Nolle^ 
begins in the middlo of tho twclflh century and ends 
in i3^i. It contains a scries of criminal la^vs w^hich 
paint for ua tho Imbits of llm time and give us certain 
minute purticulurs of citizen life, that bring before 
our eyes llic ancient Venice, For example, it is for- 
bidden to boil pitch on tho ftiva dcgil Schiavoni between 
San Giovanni in Oragora and San Murco, nor \^a^ it 
allowed to drive piles or cast anchor in that epaco 
(1370). Orders and prohibitions follow one another 
in quick succession. 

besides regulating the obstruction of tho elrccts 
and the discharge of lllUi into canal or channel or onto 
tlic steps of loniling-places, publio health elso received 
attention in law* forbidding industries which employ 
material qaae facmni famum maie sanum. and pre- 
venting rails ot" rotting wood from being lashed to 
the quays. Care was hiken against iorecUon from 
leprosi ct halcnlcs i^iJtnnUaics ab/iominabik's, who stood 

1 Arck^ Ji Slslo, May^ior Cousiglio, Frarieais, p. i63 (Dec, sG, i3>5). 
* IhiJ.. iLid,. .S/Jiri'f)u. [P. Gl), VMO[:Lui. i3S3). 

Voonni. 1^77- 
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begging on the bridges or et the doora of tlie cliiirchea. 
by o|n^nmg iLOSpit^ila for Uicir rcccplion. After the 
conspiracies ol" Uic foorlccntL cenlury- greotcr Qltention 
was paid to tlic jjuIjHc aofcly, and eacli 'Sigfioredt Notte 
had hifl guards increased by two. The messengers 
{jiueri) ol" iLe govern me iit ofliLcs at IliaUo aclL^d as 
night ^^atcbnien ; the piazza and palace were patrolled 
at night by «nned men chosen by Ibe bendmen of 
each sestiere; they wore a breastplate and h^llyband 
of iron- 
Wise re^nihiLions were applied to preserving the in- 
tegcily <>r lUti esttinry ; a duly mLrnsted origlnalty to 
iho mayistrdtics of Uie Pratetjo^ and LIil* Provvetfitori di 
Cowune^ Probably in the reign of Franceseo Dandolo 
(i3u8-i33()) lb<3 oilicc of the walerH-oinmissionera 
wtt% iuii esUihlisbed ; it waa organised and made per- 
manent in i5o5.* Its dnlies were to supervise and 
maintain the hydrosUitic conditions of the lagoon. 
The lagoon is oblong in form and eurved like a 
BieUe. On tbo one Bide it is bounded by \\io main- 
land, on the other J-y tbo narrow line of l!*fi wliich 
separate it from tfie Adriatic The governmeiiU from 
iho very ouLa<'t. devoted attention, ingenuity, and 
money to the preservation of tlic lagoon, upon which 
depended the health of the city, the exifilenco of the 
perl, and the aal'ety of Venelinn indcpendenec ; for, as 
U latter decree of Llie ejxlecntb century pbrnf^ea it, the 
watiTs about llie city were regiirded as '*lho sacred 
bulwarks of tbo futberlund/" — sant^tos maros patriae. 



1 U iB laid lliat llifl tna^tlnttj cf Iha Pioin^ wai foiinjiDil in Ihc ninlh 
Cf^nturj. Ki llr^t iLi^tc vas otily ona niA^ialrfllf, L\ii in L^S> Lno olUors 
wurn *|i|Knitl*itl. hi olJ Vi^ipdan Jidlt^cl. Pinm-ij'] ihCddft "|niblic-" 

* Af^tichi I'tlAin'-nti. puliljyiuid it] ttie CatiQivga:iiiie di Ciriih in Vefiico^ 
Snio VJJ, p. 5> Vqnecia, iS8S. 
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As eaity aa Uic twelfth century began tbe balUo witli 
the rivers, which brouglit down tlieir sill into the 
lagoon, and from that moment the Republic never 
ccaaed to assist the calural ebb and How of the BCa- 
waler by wiac regulations and by vast hydraulic works 
directed to preserve in its intogrily titc entire anipUtude 
of the lagoon ; for any diminution of tlic lagoon surface 
meant q diminuiion in the activity of tlio lagoon- 
structure, which keeps in movement and determines 
the direction of the currents, which in their tare 
maintain the inner channels and tho porta, preventing 
tliem from ailting up and rendering Ibc air unhealthy. 
Accordingly the iidiwcre constantly repaired, ports were 
opeitcd or closed, and the fkslung grounds were brought 
under obhgations Qnd restrictions which hmitcd tho 
use of banks and palisades; hut above all, the mouths 
of the rivers were diverted from the lagoon and were 
made to discharge direct into the sea; wiiile the mata- 
lond shore of tlic estuary was surrounded by a strong 
dyke in order to keep the fresh water from mingling 
with the salt and thus generating malaria.' 

In every circumstance of city life the government 
proved that its vigilance and forethought were equal to 
any threatened danger. Let us take on example. The 
plague was a common occurrence in Venice ; and during 
that terrible epidemic of i3i8. la zente era in tanio 
spanento ch' el pare no volcva andar dal fto ah el Jio 
(fal spare ^''^ the government ininicdialely took steps to 
moot the calamity and appointed a commission of three 

1 At all pcrioHa of Vcnotian hljLorj wo find nunHroui pubJicntioiu 
COncera'm^ IUq lAgfrmn, Tlio LIUiogiapliios of Cicogna tat\ Sgrvuo 
fitrni^ libEs, lint itiaci^ workn rBriiEiu in bfl acldfxV. 

* Frrtm an inwripUou of Jannarj 35, tS^-j, prtHorvcK! in Iho atrmm 
of tba Kajai Acadflmj, crijpuaUj Uia hooio of \Lb Coolralerailj dcUtt 
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nobles, wilh the lille of savl or provveditori scpra la 
salute deih lerra, lo cope wilh llie scourge. 

Tliaiika lo tliuse provisionsH remarltalile when we 
conaidpr their dali^. Uw ritj proBpt^red, mlomwil iisotf. 
and absorbed and fruclifi*?d tlie gertiis of 3 lajgi; end 
copious life. '*You will not find its maLch in all the 
world/' BO said a wriler of the thirtcenlh century, a 
certain DonoompEigno da Slgno. doublleas repealing a 
common phrase; and in the last chaptor but focrof hia 
curiouft tract, De Altilo Sfnecfatis, EpeakJrg "de eeni- 
bus Venetifirum ot constructionc civilalis, qne rcgnuni 
merilo nuncupatur," ho writes thus of Venice: ^'In 
civilale sicjuidem Venetiarum senes ex aeria lempr?mnlm 
et moderala diela virescunl, el medio colon refulgcnL 
Si vero quoratur qiiomodo civilas Venetiarum sil con- 
stmcta, responderi potest, quod pavimentum ojua eal 
mare» ceUim est tectum, ct paries decursus aqiinram. 
Unde tollit facultatem sermonis materia eingubris, ex 
eo (piod in orhc ierrarom simile regnnm non potest uoc 
poterit invcnlri/"' 



ibe f^enti'ironli dfffn Rr Arcailfmin dri Llnci'i. Sono y. Vol. 1, hv. i, pp. 
(BiLli<3lc(B ni9- 4d S- Marci \rrjct.. IV, t^^) wboro lie la dr^tfribii>g Cod^ 

Ifflffurw UiiHo (Q< VIi 67J. if9in wludi Novtli UkjL hit tvjil. 



CHAPTER II 
HOUSES AND ClIUnCHES 

ON Ihc Ulanda of Riolto there rose ol first wood en 
liousf3 only ; iheir fourddlions wcio laid on 
pbtforms {zalleroni) of larch, or on piles, be- 
cause tLc ground, being composed of soft mud, clay, 
peat, and watory sand. Vias not suitiid for building in 
stone' Stone, on the other hand, was in common 

L Thsff viriaui lapre of iho ^ulnoil arc icfL down La (1iP dqKh of ihaul 
tSiiri^r-fivQ mcltcfi, whan ono comes on 4 flrala of very firm claj iboul 
ilirca [urLrpslliLL. Afl^r lJuL Liicl»>ersorinui1J> yrai, iondir rlnj uf Vflrioiia 
colours, and nalcrj Band corns alLurnaLtLj^, In order to ri<n<1er llie ground 
firm enctifh In rarrv foiindatinriR. ^-Qai\^t\ piairuTmn vr-rc liiiJ IH trpnrhaa, 
PiolwiLb^Laiidi'ig Iho eli^hl ro^i&UncD oHurcd bj tbo suirioil, Uia modiiovtl 
buiUicra ilid Dut muLc tbolr foundBlLDnEi elUicr vi^rj' vi'iAc ttt ti-rj etr^ug. 
In Ihe caw of Iho ranipiiiln ih'^ro is oulj i mmrc'i riilfirf^uro in "fcidlh 
bolwD^Q ihv (r>u of Lbd plairofm and UiQ Epring of lb? bru:L Ebofl- 'I'lifl 
gtailual cijn)pre»»ion of (be claj ^LmUim produccA « tdllcmviit t.bJ sinLlng 
of the Buil of \'«[iic?- Acrordinu La bouiiti Ujd luxi^l of ibc uvxX unllqiLQ 
pBvemprils in Ehfr trij' is I^vo HK'Lrc^ hi^lou Ihc [ir^^cnt |invcmcn(s : (ha 
mc^diroMii pivom?nLi are otic meLrO. BQvenljr centimotrci. below Iba nctuil 
pavpnirnla. TbJi wtit^Ld prove a scLllcracnl of atoitt nine cciiLimc^Lrcs in 
a cculur)'. As a nialEerof fact lbs piicmenL^ of Lbo BLnsE^ and iho ground 
floort of baritf^ bavo fronupnMr I') bo raion]. To seX 4 clcarT \(\q* nf ihs 
iaBVGuriLj of Lbc VcnclifiD subsoil ^^D mufl bear in oiinJ Lbat in fliiciont 
tintp» it bflii been broLfin up Lj kicJcnt curibqujjkca ^\A BidjniJccccA of a 
volcaiik mlure- Auil iti T^itl, if tbu gruund is ptcict'd. wo l'-ouio en 
t^pid mud, whilfi mil. at ef^j dnq dioeU HiLb ciirri?nU of warm A\nLpr 
■bd tubmariuo oiliaUtLOtLfi ta'b^cb indifato iba prctPDCC of fubldraDcaD 
Cte nut fir ulT. Or Llic c«rtJii]rJ>ikr"B tbdt ddmagcJ \'eii!ce, LIjd ibocL 
□f Good Fridf^. IID9. waa imorg Ibc moal lorribic- Tlic Ur^tr pari 
cf Ibfl frr/d of Malnmocco EUbiiiJi>d and 1]]« r^iLy cf MaJiruorco ^aduatW 
leLtled dona, Isaving timO) hoi^'ov^r, for its inhabiUub lo Uy; thua Lbo 
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HOUSES AND CHURCHES 3? 

nse at Torcollo. Griido, Hcradca, and Jesolo because 
ihe grotiinl tliert? was liriiier and also because llie ruins 
of Aquileia, Attinum. and ol.ltGr ancienl ciliea aJTonled a 
supply of stone, morbles, columns, and otbcr fragmcnU 
of pagan monunienU,* It is oidy towards ihc close of 
lUe firteenth conUiry tlial one fiiids (for ibe first time, 
as soma say, bui more probably the use only became 
common then) pilea driven in conLact to carry iha 
foundalions of buildirgs.* However, wooden houaes, 
tliutched or roofed with slats {scandote),^ are menlioned 
as late as lUe liflecntb cenlnry,* when it would appear 
that cerlijin J'ufiricac iitjiwae copcrlne tfe ctinna. ihati^hed 
wooden liouses. were sfill existing, ami il was Ibrhiddcn 
to keep lights burning in l\ialto after tbe lirst hour of 
nigbl, lor foar of fires whieli migbt easily break out.* 
The worst fuc was tliat of iioS; tbe flames, after 

hoiis^i collipKifi ntmos niBliixl a\t «ul of iho j^und, iLo LqvcI of Uic AOI 
row biiJJiiQljf. and Ihp cilj ili«a|ipparcd Itcncalli llic n'av». 

' Amonf; lh» mint of llio citirf. d^^ro^xd hy \\\e hnrbariaiit. tiol tm\y 
marbli^t nniJ tlope. but trnaBuro and wortt of Jirt of f^r^^L valuQ uwd Eo Ih 
fouaJ fcir manjf jtarH- t^flmiJu {\'iie \t:\ DitqU rd, MunLiiiulut p. ^o^\ 
in ihc Lift? or ihi^ Dogo SebaftEiaTio Zlani f 1171-1 178) fii^^. " QulMd dole 
Sebatlian Zibnl n&vea ua Gol cliiaml Pirro, el era richo; Iruvo si dic^a 
UM varha mfua d'oro in AlTino/' 

* Sigreilu. S\iUc «?;[*orifrie df^Hc arfi cd//if<i;i(K in Venesia. p- Stf. 

> Ciuihniin B^ruBrda (Z)# a/'ujj'iu rirtif. etc, Vonotiii. [&34% Fponking 
oF thf^ fiBTiieit lioiibca, «irf<* " Sclum sLr^icbdiit e1 cjtindriB aJorquaLu, toin- 
poncbauL Udbas aul ftuuiJinsai. aul as^criEia^. Majoribui dmaJe scliadifl 
niTidamenLa mppcnfre 'lLdir'>niril. aul 01 arund^nibut, aut 01 viminiliiiH. 
Ut noKlra l-Ubdi jvIbh in ^otcnim efToseiciLiinia (rdjJiiriflruDi hiajufinodi 
iv\tti fuudainnili gprius iioo sino adminliuno itT«Kalur," 

' Teinanri (Piamn. p. 55^ rpporU fmrn Iho Cton dA Cftn^nta di Sdn 
So/ivjlort- thnl id i^ij^i Uio church of San SolvaLoro wa^ tliiti^Lod wilh >Enw. 

* \ d«roc ijf Uac GrfHl Cuunfil Moir ift> l3o7, modiHiHl tlic rrgula- 
IUmi Uiil ahtrans i\\ Itiallo were noL lo Lcrp flmi r>r Inmpi aligbL in ttidr 
tlifipi' a(|i?r s\\'M\i\^\\i. \n <ric>'p[ion wa* iiiB>l« ia favour of tluxe ^n/fonfmfjs 
CHJii /affii^ia maranjdr in ciwii^ui. ArcU- di SlaLo, !^l. C-, CapriaarTHi*, 

P-a 
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Icstroyifig Ehc house of the Dandolos at the Santi 
postolit spread as far as Santo Stcfano. That same 
'r;ir aiiotiicr hrc broke out in Ca Zantaiii on tlic island 
.icminc, and devastated about twenly-three districts. 
[Great fires occurred also in iM^, ui5. iiaOt iiSfl, 
iiG;* and 30 on.^ 

We have no documents of the very earliest pciiod 

illustrating the disposition of (ho housos* but among 

people so tenacious of ita traditions, the documents 

if a later date may fairly be taken to throw some 

liL:ht on remoter times. These later documents 

Ini.tkc frequent mention of the rloinus de sfatio. or the 

[p,itmn's Iiouse, and the ihmus a sergenfibus, or house 

if the client. In Uoman cities wc naay remember that 

■.: housf! of the patron waa surrounded by those of 

IIeI.s clients, and we ean understand that the case was 

the same in the Venetian estuary. The ground of the 

iyljnds hecaiue the properly of those who first huilt on 

it, and this, perhaps, explains why In Venice many 

piisnagcs, ind.nj font !am^nf a, many bridges, were, down 

a Lite period, the properly of the families wliose 
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it, tliat is, as had survived dcatniction by man and by 
lime,' A more solid method ol" building began to pi-evail 
when biick cunlil l>e prociireil from kilna^ and stone from 
the qiiarrioft of Islria, Verona, and Mons(4ice. But the 
majority of llus houses retained Llieir printilivc fiiniphcity 
in keeping wttli tlie auslerity of prevailing manners. 

The houses were low, with narrow windows few in 
number,' and protected by iron gratings. At the wlga 
of the roof they had stone or wooden eaves i^revHeiias)^ 
From the height of the flrst Roor the walls were suji- 
ported on brackets {Uirhucani) or eorbcis (mertsole) of 
wood, carrying the outer walls of the upper lloors and 
fitrotching out like a roof over the road, so that in 
many of the cadi, the Hght hardly penetrated at all, as they 
were all but roofed in. Some houses had a portico on 
the ground floor, where goods could be stored ; in front 
of others »!pread a stretch of land (jan<^fonum) with its 
landing-8lepa» known later on as the rha, where boats 
could be moored: some again were accessible only by 
water,' In llio middle of iho courtyard was the cistern 



' Ammi^ Iha mink of the oampinile whict fe]l on JitI/ i^. rgoi, 
bticka of ElDmnn niAko veto diKovi^risS - Tbcy firubjihlj caiuD from 
AcjuilfiLt- Sojus of Hnjia nera ver}' iirra m gtaiu aiiiL L^^rc tto iDipiiri*! 
DirL of Anlumiiut Pilk. lutp. AniO- Amj.. b formiili Dotird bj Momnuea 
Id hu Corpui Imrr-iptifjniiin. 

■ la Iho fcuilccnlb ranhiry. Id mccl tho ^rowLb of builiilngs, UiD 
pjTemDit^nt on<DuragcJ tLe i.-»tablifliujijDl or brick Liliu, Ou Jauuarj au, 
i3a7. tlkfl Grval CouTiiril, mm trrrti majimwn (L-/ntum fomi\riiiHi pacialar. 
Twilled to onnOiiTirD ia S'lnrta itfdrm et RivooUo quod ijJiKumqug vidt 
facci-e fomaccm m Vsnf^iit . . . debeut cwnparcrc^ eLfi- Arckivjo di Stalo, 
U. C. Sfirituj. p. n. hoclhor docn^ vt Mardi la, i33[, coQcedei to 
evoyona lli€ righl Er> »[| bricLt. 

' Saoflovino. F,, Veiiplia ciltA pobilUaimi e tinijoiarr:, niUi Uio iJJiligna 
of MwlilKJui. Lib. IX. \nmlii, Curti. i6fi3, 

* "Vt f|Lianda Wo \o\obai id ca:l8^La[ii ciiTfi ^unla. ihaL p<T rivum. 
aliBici liara dod bolj^biU" Arclk, di SLuIo. Ari^. di San 2uc4rit.| 3, \ll 
<Mv^h. [[^> 

to*.. 1 — 4 
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{pozzo\ formed of an ample reservoir under ground, 
qiiodrongular in lorra, puddled wUU clay, and with a 
stnjlum of sand to fdlcr the rain water tlial w;ia led irom 
tlio rooA* into llie roi^t'rvoir by thts eavos and diijin- 
pipCB.^ Tlio pozzo fi'L^cjuen tly had as purapol {vera) 
some remains of aa ancient temple, Bome fragment of 
B pagan cllar, some magnificent capital or drum of a 
Koman column, on which Lhoy would carvo allegorical 
eynibolH, rlbljon paltcms. or Byzantine crosses. Some 
Louses had thoir oven and some, but very few, were 
supplied with underground drainage (Ja^facio and 
iransjoi/lacio). Jn front of the hoiiai.'a wcie Btono 
bcnchc3 (banche de pelra), ehoda, and drain-pipes (cant) 
(rQm the i^oof.^ 

Another peculiar detail of a Venetian house waft the 
Bpecics of terrace-loggia {soUano), open on Uiree sides 
and sometimes with windows, called a llfjgb. perhaps 
from the tircck ^\to/cJ? (aolar). The litifjd is ibus 
described by Temanaa: "It was an integral part of the 
old Venetian houses; there waa a l^iiiJ of loggia, open 
in front, but roofed and shut in on three aides. A 
small portico below it served as cnlrance, and there 
the staircase began. Ordinarily each house had only 
Uie ground lloor and this loggia (soUaio). The word 
sollaio ia sLill in use among the poorer people and 
especially among the fiaher folk of tlie two seslieri of 
Dorsoduro and Santa Croce. As a rule, the liagb faced 



^ From iHi» In i.lj'i jhc fovffrnnn?nl ile<*rR<>d the coiiilrHf^inn of fiflj 
v/iAU in Ciilj dilTeronl drBlHcts, ind inlruflEd Ihu fliecutian lo UiB liviil- 
Qtia of COrh leliierft wilb puncr lu spend ahaul nil ifaausDad lire. Tho 
guvcrumrut Kflw Iq ihu punl/ uf lUe wdlii. inlo wlii^h Lbe [)t?ople oflcii 
flikng turpituilifi^i, tfnitjduSiiJ. Atci filUi, CocckclLJ, La Vita. elc. {Atvk. 
Vtneio. T. XXVII, pp. aS. a.j). 

■ SMcardfj, G. (i'EremiUJ, / ctrnpaaili de VtnAria, pp. 97, jis, 
Veacci4. tSyi. 
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due south,' so as to catch all the sun's rays." Besides 

the litiffh we must mention the terraces> shut in between 
walla and called corteseile,^ and the a//ane, which were 
originally hanging balconies, hut later on became wooden 
loggias placed on the top of the roof for drying clothes. 
The floors of the rooms were made of terrazzo, scagliola, 
and the shutters opened out, and in the earhcst limes 
were oeeaaionally made of slabs of stone, but only for 
churches or puhhc buildings. 

Galvano Fiamma {i34o) in his chronicle, quoted by 
Muratori, is in error when he writes that in the early 
centuries chimneys were not used in Italian houses, — 
no/i erarit per domos cambd ad igriern aut ulla camiriata. 
Muratori, caUing attention to the error, demonstrates 
the antiquity of chi[uney3, but he is not Eure whether 
the sEUokc issued through the walls or under the tiles,* 
It is quite certain, however, that our ancestors had 
iireplaccs. not only in their kitchens, with the hood 
{inappa), the cliimni;y (baserto), and clumnoy-staek, but 
also in their dwclhng-rooms ; and in ancient documents 
one continually fmds the words caminata and caminus 
magnus.^ The hoods were adorned with painting and 
sculpture, and so were the chimney-stacks, which, 
as Giovanni Villani^ says, were both numerous, beauti- 
ful, and of varied form, ^inverted cones, bell-shaped, 
supported on corbels, on ogee arches, on cubes, on 
tripods, vase-shaped, etc,^ 



1 Tcmania. Aittica Pianta. p. 3o. 

' Saccardo, G.. op- cU,, p. io3. 

• Muralori. Diss.. X\\. 

< GaUiccioUi* Vol. I, p^ 3^4, VoL 111. p- 17. ia Veoice Ihewordfanuni 
mu»t not bo confoundcU with eaminate or poriiti. 

> Cronacot Lib, XU, Gap. iij3. 

* UHwii do Ghchof, i ccmm. Vonoiia, iBoi, 



5a VEMCE IN THE MIDDLE AGES 

Nor \vere lowers wanting in the city.' for as early as 
the ninth ccnlary tlic Chronicle oJ' John the Deacon 
mentions tlje "eastern tower" of the Ducal Palace^; 
and in the thirteenth cenlury we have notice of the 
Cu' Molin on the liiva derjU Schiavoni, celebrated for 
its twin angle towers, ffcmiuas angiilares tarres. in which 
Petrarch lodged.^ Some of these lowers were turned 
into campanili — for example, the jientagonal tower of 
San Paternian and the tower of the Maddalena, both 
of Iheui destroyed not so many ycara ago. In remote 
and lurlmlcnt times these lowers wore erected only for 
protection, eapecially in the Ducal Palace, hut when peace 
was secured lliey became the graceful ornament of private 
dwellings or served as lodgings and were somelimes 
even used lo hang out the washing. Ccislles with towers 
were to he fimnd scattered over the nulnland country. 
Some belonged lo patricians and were iise^l during Llie 
r'dlefji^iattira — for example Bajaraontc Tiepolo's castle at 
Marocco: others were strongholds of the feudal nobil- 
ity. But feudalism, even on iho Venelian mainland, 
was not, as elsewhere, fierce and inhuman. Round 
the castles of San Zenone. Collalto, San Salvatore, 
Montegulda, Montehelluna, Montorio in tlie Veronese, 
Garda, Mcntalhano in FruiH, Fara in the Marches of 
TreviaOt and so on,^ fierce ttkirmishes and bloody fights 

^ IVotfl tJia mosAics in llio alrium of Saiot MafL'b wklcli rr>prc5GDL Ifas 
builiiiD^ of Uic Ti]>vFr uf DaLcl. curlouh A\m for tlm fLgurfls o/ llis maMJiItn 

' Jobn Lhn Duicoiit diTfcribing ihc Kecr^L vitiL of iLt Enipsror Olio TI 
la Vftnico, luji Uiat tLe emperor " m orii^nlalj lurro ^4 cudi diiol>u» buis 
roltudi tl AcrvAri vctluil." 

> pQLnrcB. Sti\i\. Lib. IT, 3. Id tbo plan □[ Y«mcs of i^w>. iUribuIcd 
lo JicojhO dv' Bftrbari. W4? tee tEte &ndt?nt pilace^ oT Vi-^ico with ibeir 
lo^ge on ihe groimd Uoor. shut iu b^ Iwo wi'igs like lonon, whore gOodf 
nerQ dJAcLirtfctI boforo being laicn lo tUo WftrcKoutc. 

* !□ iW IculL coaLurj qu^ uf Lbt: OUio> gd>o Eu m. Caaditm the ffluJU 
juriiuticLloD of Ihg cutLa of Musoslro. From ifaat lima onwardi muij 




A — WiiLL'iitir in Uh- Curlp nallapii >il (lie Hii 

iliwi ti t?d. MarJA Fomiu?!. C — Cross tmrn I 
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IM not prevent tlie rise of populous ond (louriahing 
viUagea, aure sign of ilic proLi^rLjiin extended to vassEua. 
After tJie Crusjides lud introduced new ideas, and 
conipicats in the East had wrought a cliange in the 
HicipUcity of priiuitive iiiunrier^, tlie Internal tiltinga of 
llic houses uudei'vvi^nt a Ir^ji^iirorrniitiniL. Domestic liFe 
developed, one might say. In an almospherQ or tem- 
perature of new pereeptions and new wants, so that 
ir one entered tlie house of a rich man ' one would liave 
found the roonis furuislied less roughly tlian lierelolbre. 
The ciiaruclorislic note \^;i* nwt so much aumpluouft- 
neas aa a careful clioice of forui at onee solid and varied* 
which gave to eaeh piece of furniture its appropriate 
beauty adapted to the purpose for which it was designed. 
Wood, copper, iron, were all employed for their proper 
ends witliout beu)g ovi?rcharged with ornament and 
decoralion." 

ollkor paLricitni iGccnTiJ limitir donations. Iq ihn rourLpcalh contiirj Ills 
TDillfl oi VfllmnrEno wa« coiled lo Merino Falierr Bit! in Vrmcs Lhera 
waa DO ^D»lJOD or foit^Ul cu-^loms tiiirh as pro^Jiilrd on iho mainbad. 
Oii4 of ill? fevr IT1UBIL1A ivticb ^till a|>ctk ti ua of {i^ud^l tifo in lLo VchpIo 
during Iho aii'JJlo a^ Is Ihb ca»llg uf £au SiJvaLote, Ldati^iEi^ la thn 
Count* of Collallo- tu the Pirly pari af tLo JhirleanUx ccnlurj Uj« 
ColUtlo ftmilj Btfinirnl from tlm BonapsHo of TrcYi,%i> tha b!Ll oF Sta 
5al«Ur3rVi iiiJ Uine tl^?; ofc^-ltd a riiniiiilAbLG catLle eacirtlL'J hj a In'pto 
wall, wiih jafM »n<\ HtiiAliriilgt'*. balllfmorili, iomtm. ami marliicolfllioni. 
In llid Ltofbic thapcL. afLt^rvarck paiul^d bj PoHcBonfl, am BlilJ pmorv'cJ 
■ORifl froscDCB of JiO trrcmlij m rior^utinc »ljlo according (o CavAl|ra!H:]|i;. 
Sciilo>4ur, on (Lc othur liaiid. TGco,i^iitiCB Iha h.vtd of Tomiua dt MckIpqa 
[Tiim. itn Mntipim and titp Af^err ittattrvi ui TtenrsOr Wi^ri, l8i|0), 

1 A docuni'jnl of i3G3, quoted Lj GfllliccioMi (Vol- H, p. 17), mpnlion* 
1 btfufl? flt Sonla Mdria I'^ornioM nhich li^J turiam. loi'tutn. jHrntcm. 
JatrinoB. nnditam.porlimtn. sliidium t]iN>d naru? etf ir'n^am cl pirlrim. 

■ SLcUKo^ufBeiliipjc b(iii«(LoldulonFilp,a*prc»rvcdiapalicc»,D]iUTcKr7<p 
and ii]>liluLJ-)DB tt Lhs cIc-h; of ihti ej^lilocntb cc^iilur^p are lo Ui^run in 
(jrcvrutbrixh's colEvctiou at llm Vuj^cn nivicD (RurnliJi [Jolfin-GrAdiiniftoj. 
4.¥iovnniii do Grr^'ornbrach, » Veneliaa of Grrmmi on^n» wai pnLruTiisjid 
b]r tho Doble family of GruJoaigo of J^tnU Giiibtina- Hv Jicdt »i Hvciily- 
tvo jGflM of i^G. m 1807. 
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Luxury began now to go hand in Imndwitli simplicity, 

but had nol yet readied tlio pitch o! rcfinemcrnl and 
ok^gunoc, No traces remoin of the inliTiorarrunyvmcnts 
of an ancient Louse if it he not in some fev^' frogmcnts 
of furniLurc, sornc wooden bracket or wroughl-iron 
grille, some anli([uc lock, or some household utensil. 
To help ua to reconstruct the surroundinga in whicb 
the intimate liic of lliia early period was developed, we 
have oulyasa guide — Tar from eloquent but still trust- 
worthy — the mosaics of San Marco, 

As lime went on. growing (Inmlrilon and cxpninling 
commerce brought furlhtT iniioviiLioris, Dwelhrg- 
bnuses were arranged witli more apacioas afiartinenls. 
But of these houses the external aspect alone remains 
— where not destroyed by restorations: al[ the iji- 
trnul fittings, whii^b would lifjve spoVen to na of 
tlie private domestic life of Venice, having disappeared. 
Had wc been able to examine attentively the actual 
character of household furniture we might have gaiiu'd 
a clear view of Venetian domestic liabits, of Uie 
peaceful diiily lifo of men wc arc accustomed to think 
of as clad in mail, in llic tlnck of a battle, or dressed 
in tbcir gorgeous rohes of state- Some fe^v remains of 
furniture, of fitLings. of utensils, a document here and 
tlierCj an inventory or two, allow us to gnesa at the 
beauty of the ohjects t> hicli adorni^d these early dwell- 
ings; but a more genuine picture is olTercd us hy 
the pninltngs of the early Ilenaissance masters like 
Gentile Bellini, Cnrpaccio, Munsucti — artists who still 
retained the taste of the middle ages in tlieir beart 
and in their eyes and who represented the rich and 
relincd apiu^tmenta of Venetian dwellings with that 
precision and loving fidelity of which tiiey possessed 
the secret. 
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The houses of iKe tiobilily prove tfict o certain refine- 
ment antl i^Icgaiice lin<l silrtvidy come into vogje, and 
the internal decoration of the chauihcrs was no leas 
graceful than llie design* of the la^idca. In fact 
the dehcaey of areliilecturul tracery displayed in llio 
marble facings finds its counterpart in the ceiling, the 
architraves, the doors — iti short, in all the dotncfliic 
litting» of lIiR house. Cabinets, cofiVrs {^nrrellr). trous- 
seau che^its (itfhi dti li/jno). ciiphoards of walnut, Iruuks, 
tables, were all adorned with foUated carving iind ogivnl 
inLfrlacings, with little spiriil columns, arches, nielics. 
and fretnork. The higli-bacVed oiik chairs [citfietlrc) 
over wbicli they used to Hing a[nple dr^ipfxies,^ the .^^tools 
jinil seuts before the fireplace, all had round or squure 
cushiotia stnlTeJ with fe^jlhers and covered in gnid 
broeudG or other rieh fabrics,^ Over the wide lu'ds, 
with ll»eir fualficr iriatlrcsscs {plnmacii),^ their linen 
sheets (fhifi^timina) reuehirg to the ^Tound. ;ind silk^'n 
bed-quilts^^ rose canopirs of fimlaatie fi^rm. some with 
curtains of foliated embossed velvet {ricellus)^ and 
a starry firmament above ending in a kind of dome,* 



I Viollol-le-Duc;, Ditt\ftnn- f-auofinS Ju notil. f/an^ia, Vol, \t p. 

' Galti, Sj nohilia dr ijji fanonico H^l ircoh XiV (puMWhed per n9:;r), 
p. 3o. P«vIbi l^'jCf- Dti'Uuia D Liaaripik ii fiiaf- i^^iIt f'^o alia nutria di 

■ P/rrmacii de liiyaoinff vcrjoto. Sue Appoadii. Doc. C, u. MM, tn- 
Vntana Ai eem D^inrfa/n f r34 i }- 

kill} zaio, fiiv- DoB'tnh, cU' 

4 Duron^ P*f9 Rin-llia ipeSift junai pretiaai — pprhipt sttprnritciB- 
' LeggtiiU AfW andata di Lodrjun^ di Fi-isncia al Piir^atorio {MuMit 
Civico, MSS- Con-fT. p. i5o8|. Il in iriitlen in Ihn ^ulpar loiipuo Ity i 
Veocitian ilwul lIi« Hinicllu of llifl Dfl«otilli ceiiliirr. Ilia MS, It on pBrtli- 
m^t and ii illiixrraii-d tiv forlr-oTio coloured drartln^K, af vhirh tlit^ ItisL ^% 
<h« n^st rcmirkftbld, U reproBCDte Ota Vir^b Marj, (dkcn rrom k frotoo 
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ottiera wllli columns nm\ carveJ capitals, ^ Jacopo 
dAlljizzotto Guitii gives us llie following highly coloured 
poetical description of a bedroom : — 

Molls cortinf iotoiDD i Idto bill 
Cnn rapciltlll fi twn lB\cirii|i. 
Coo pi& (iyuro cnccio con diJelti, 

Cbe p«ioa ttitLi vivi i' 1u U gimti, 
TaoLo son fiillL ifii] gTdU iiionALria, 
CUb per gran pregio ai aoQ comperitit 

A dir Id lor valiiU pir rentt. 

S' i' li diccsfi tpjol cUo f^oaUn loro. 
Ma nd uiia dir ooa Li dir^ bu^i ; 

Dpji ddgcnlo mill! ducili d'oro 
Tengo per fcriiio quoflo cow vog1ia.» 

Near the bed aiood the prle-dicu under the wooden 

alirine (anconn). with its lillle pinnadea of carved fret- 
work contuinirig the htfick Byzantine ^f;ldonn^ on a 
ground of gold, nr a rude picture from some early 
Venetian bn^Hli. 

Among the painlinps hy Villore Carpaccio, through 
whose masterly art both mon mid things nviHSumo their 
actual life, there are two which show us two ftrparale 

bjr Gunrionlo lq Lho 3bU del Mtggior Corinig1i'>H wiLh Lhe four Terwi 
WTOn^lj ilLrihuL^d Co D^nle ihovt her Jtrad : 

L*tnirtr rlio mo«w gii rplemo Pidra 
Per Jigliii tier <Jfl niia d<.'IU Irina 
Cuali;i clie fii dvl kuo (iol jKii miidro 
D« I'limversa ijni 1i fa rEgina. 

Cfr. PVili, Trfifiiriitni shnrhi r/r^ Purgnhrh 'Ji S. Patnsia (la Giom. ito*. 
d. iHi. ili\., VjI. XVII, pp. 'ifi-7L|l. 

1 ScD IliP matflii: In Ihn airiurn of 9ar Mjivo, umt the Gapclla Zon, 
re iiFDH' tiling (l>o Lirlh of (Jqiti and Abel. One C'tti gvl acmn idea of iho 
jolcrjor of a cliamticr ht Uiia dal^ from Giotto 8 frcucooH in tlko BcrOYvgiii 

* Rghai, V,. Jaeppo d'AlU^ioCio Guitii. Ptc-. c\l-. p^ ^^3. 
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bodrooms. Tho imprint of tlic midille ages is hILII 
clearly visiblo in Lhc style of the hangings and furniture, 
and yet llic iirst touclj of Rcnaiasance flit, just oa 
tlio point of breaking away from Gothic, ia difTuaed 
throoghoul tho atmoephcrc. In Saint Ursnla'a dream, 
the sleeper, lo ivliom appcura the angel wilU the palm 
of martyrdom in his bond, lies there surrounded by 
objects Avliich breathe an air of gracious placidity and 
refinement, serene by virtue of their owner's gentle 
blood. Two windows with roundels of glass, and with 
trt'o pota of llowers on the sill, give light to the fair 
and orderly chamber. 

In the other picture, Iho Kativity of the Virgin, the 
grace of the furnishings ia not leas evident. The alcove 
is hung with curLalns ; tJie bed Ims a rich coverlid and 
fine linen sheets. From the prcdclla or dais on which 
the bed stands, descends a magniOccnt oriental carpet. 
The little cupboard, the architraves above Ihe door, 
the architectural design of Iho ceding and the wails 
display an cxqui.^itc mastery of art. And yet. if in tho 
picture of Saint Ureulo, in that atmosphere of serene 
colour and aristocratic refinement of form, the artist 
clearly intended to pourtray a patrician dwelling-place, 
it IB certain that in the ^ativity of the Virgin he in- 
tended lo introduce us to a more modest household. 
From the bed the new-madc mother, leaning her head 
on her hond. watches with quiet attention the women 
preparing the swaddling clothea and the bath for the 
new-born bahc, wliile another woman ia biirging her a 
basin of broth. The old mon. Joachim, in one corner 
leans on his staff and contcinplatos the whole scene; 
further away two rabbits ore quietly nildfling a cabbage 
leaf. Through lhc open door is a viata of rooms, 
the first of which is the kitchen with its ample hood 
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over iIjg firoplaco. where a sorving -woman bends over 
fowl she ia plucking; the Avails are adorned with 
(JtahcB and pols of coppt^r in orderly rows. Every- 
tiling rcvenla tlic oppliculion lo tlie uses of evcnday 
life of an lu't which visildy displays Llic essentia! qualities 
of llie perioJ. — simplicity oiid strength* 

A severe lasto clmroclcnscd all tlio adommcnl of tbe 
various cliamhcrs : carpets, gilt Vcisca.' boaina ami spoonft 
o[ siivcr of many ehnpcs, candchiym,^ jocalla cl Qrgrji- 
lariac pro «*« domus.^ Some mosaics of the twelfth 
and tliirtcenth centuries in the atrinm of Sail Marco 
show us a table with coucliea about it resembling 
those of the ancient Irich/dum, and some borsesboo 
benches ; on the Inblc itself arc knives, platea {picssori 
or mc/isori), Avhich at tfie opening of tlic trecento began 
lo he made of majolica, cnps with legs {pla'knc), and 
plain saucers,* For wine they used peculiar little 
Uagons, glass Itimblcra being very rare even al a later 
date. Tumblers wore usually made of pewter, as indeed 
were aU the other vessels ; only in the houses of the 
aristocracy were lliey of gold or sdver.'* 

Tlic kitchens were furnislicd with a number of 
utensils. We Ilnd the follorting names in invi-ntories; 
tatczi, saucepans of copper, bronze, and stone ; catene, 
ewers; fresora or fersora, frying-pans; coffome, coDee 
pots, bucket!*; ^jrutntjazo, graters; s//t</i, spits; molclc, 
tongn ; pfilnfa, shovels : bochnli, broiiKe water-jugs, 
basins ; cavedoai, andirons ; ire pe» trivets ; coUere^ 

I Thn mosAii^A of Ihc diritini of Sun Marco «hnw ha gilt enpi a{ gnusiH 
fill form. 

' Sco Doo. C ia \ppetn\li. Invoolori« cf tW rqurteonlh cbhIutj. 

• lbi.1. 

' Phtene. meritoi'i. fnbiiJur ail fumen'tfrnliini iniirr-nicate. Tlfnnlipolo, 
Capiiofare dei f>UlfjT'i itfl t'JJi, ^. Z\ii f^'unr^o Afth. t>q,, T, 11. p, 348}- 

' GtUi, Li m^hilh di it nvionico, dl-i p> a6. 
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(jniiUlmnB; sefffr. paih; panoroti, roIUng-pine ; olhuol, 
kDc.TiJing-lrniighs ; &uA so oii,^ 

In ihe houses of llie rich tlioy haj etni rcascs of wood 
commuiilcalitig from oiio floor to llie otiior, wllh fret- 
work baluslro<lc9 and carved oriiamoiiUilion, paiiiL^d 
aod gilded, as in that sjilcndid speoitncn of Uie Ozirly 
quattrocento now in the Miisco CivicOi ^hiolt came 
from the house of the Dell' Agnella family at Santa 
Maria Malcrdomint.^ 

The oLlong holls, formed tike a cmtch which had 
lost an arm {s'lta a cro::oltr), had roofs made of largo, 
fiolid bcamB, paiiilcd and carved, and called inlciftradure 
afla teflc^ra,^ or else of gilded coll'era studded with stars, 
with coniicea of hunting arcfics* aa in the Sala del 
Maggior (lonsifi^lio* begun in i3i6 find finished in i3Sa. 
Two old j.niiit3, one in tho BibHoleca Mnrciana, the 
other in Lhe Museo Civico. are the sole records of this 
sala^ with its fresco by Guariciilo. It was destroyed 
by fire on December so. 1077. Lionardo di Mccj16 
FrtT^^cnliJ^liJi, a Florenline, tells us thai Uie hnutse 
of Keuiigio ScRinKOT who invited him to sii|"per one 
evening in August, 1.S8.V "ftPfUietl all of gold; there 
were many chamhers ^\hich were simply one mans of 
gold and ultramarine.^' Peter, son of the King of 

^ Hie will of ?Aolo Darba (August 'iS, lZ9^'l), w^iicfa cukn to au oarljor 
will of Mar-ch, 1377. piibluli'^d itj Ot:cbnrii» Ijt VHa lifi i'ene^raai net 
1300 (Lt VfAJiJi p. 119^ \eaoD4, 1886- Cfr. BcitaDit a Lbuuiol, H 
diai- Ytn-. djI- 

> A drawing bj nnlliTii in the Louvre shorn na a room with Us beimMl 
roof |ncrc«i] hy a wooJpn itiircato. 

* TlkC roi^f ol tbo central na^c of San Gineouo ct«]]' Orio U-lon^s to thfl 
fciirtL'rnrh ci.'ril]irj. IL \i inaile of nooJ tnd b^iilt llko 1 tbi|>'B bulL. 
S4>mc rouh bd'l tin-boamt al iriEcrvBrii: abijve ibf^E bromt. In a prrjinii- 

cliurvhi^s or &uiUi Slcfaco aud of lUa MiaorkCurJia. CafG> Stitla tcatUra in 
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Porlugal, was iu Venice in i3a8, and chroniclers report 
him to have said tlwl tlie liousoa of the nobles "were 
not private houses, but palaces of princes and of , 
crowned heads." ^ ^H 

Bui, as if to assert thai riches and reSnemenl w^^ 
powerleaa to enervate the mind and the arm. they used 
to hang OD the walls of their chambers the hoofs of 
wild boars, antlers of stags Lilled in the chase, the 
banners of conquered foes, and tlie armour in which 
time after time they had proved the nobility of thajr, 
blood.' ^M 

Round the enlranoe courtyard wcro largo ccUara, aflT 
the raerchandise brought from tho East was unpacked 
there, as if to ehow tiiut commerce was no stain upon 
nobihty, and thai bales of cotton or cases of pepper went 
quilc well with armour and trophies of war without 
dimming their glory. 

The value of houses rose rapidly in a few years, as 
is proved by thc^ valuation roll conipilL^d first in tJie 
fourt<*enlli century iind then revised in ij^S hy a spe- 
cial commission of six experts, notaries and government 
officials,^ who hrnnght to tlicir task the greatest care. 
For eiamplc, in the scslif^re of Castello alone the orip- 
nal estimates giive a value of /t5,5^6 lire, while the 
eslimolc of i/i'j5 gave 70,167 lire. On this point a 
chronicler remarks, "Seeing Ihal this increase in esti- 
mated values may wake wonder in the mind of the 
reader, I must fell you that in alt six sestieri of the city 
of VeTiicc noble housca, magnilicenlly adorned, more 
worthy to be styled palaces than private dwellings, and ' 

I Filibi, Vol, VI. Sajgio, p, M/^. 
fl CaUi^iolli, Vol, I, p. 3tjG. 

* Ccnlenlo^ It ccnainieniv della popoL soflo fo fiepab. VdL (^P^'uova Arddtua ■ 
Vfulo, T. XX, p. iby 
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filleil III every way lo lodge a niighly lord or an eTn|>eror, 
have recently heen built/' ^ Tlic aiinULtl tltiI of a house 
per ftro de It gentilhomird varletl froTu lilly to one hun- 
dit**! and Iwt^iity ducats of grjid.* 

Ill tlic midst of inil)Uc hroils, mid the din of battle, 
in the universal laclt of education, ive cannot refuse to 
admit the servicus rendered to the cuttuie of mauktiid 
during tha dark ages by loonaslic inslitutians^ The 
monlts were not only fairly eduented in science and in 
letters, but they made great coUcctions of books, of 
olijecls. of stuffs ; and wo can see from ihcir inventories 
ihal besidcji clotJi, quilts, sheets, handkerchicrs for the 
use of the brothers, they stored up abundance of church 
fittings, — ciialiccs, patcnas, reliquaries, figuroa in ivory 
and «lobastcr, rings with precious stones, robes of silk 
and cloth of gold, thuribles, ctosscs of cnomclled 
Bilvcr, and candelabra. Nor did love of artistic objects 
remain imprisoned in the cloister. Aa manners grew 
milder, art was applied to the adornment of life and be- 
came a source of enjoyment for private citizens as welL 
Th[?y gradually began lo collect antiquities ond objects 
of artistic value and to turn their attention to the deco- 
ration of their homes. The notary Olivicro Forzctla, 
the owner of a veritable museum, waa no solitary 
instance of a connoisseur, and in the inventory of 
his posscHsionA, compiled in i335, when Forzctta 
removed from Venice to Treviao, we have a document 
of the ^ery iiighesl importance. It records goldsmiths' 
work, cemeos, pictures orj panels, drawings, fragments 
of antique sculpture from San Vitale in [lavenna (^qai 

1 Tnviun, Cronam. ait., p. 191, 

> Arcbivio di i?t[ilo di HMana, COTrevpondenffi cf lli« iml!iai«a^or ef 
ihc DikLfl of MlUn in VcoLe, \ii(DaL4 Guidobvua (Kobriiu-j 17, t^Uu)- 
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sant iwjliati Ravennas Sancto Vitale), medals* Godtces, 
books of pliilo&opliy and literature.' 

Besides the priviilc Jioiiscs the cit^ gIso conlainf^d 
lodging-houses* cWcr^fiiric or Jomlacln, vihicL the He- 
public granted to lorcign merchauls — MilQuesc. Tuswia, 
(.iprmiiii. Turkish — for their uar, with the n^Lt to live 
in tliern, to store their inorchajidist:. and to gnvcni 
Ihein according to their own rrgnliiliojis, provided 
tht^y assurt^d to the govL-minonl the fiivmcrit of its 
ducs.^ or ifiTB nattjre were tiie Case ^ove ul Hiuito. 
assigned, lo the Ti]^<:.^ns* and the FondDchi ot the Ger- 
mans, llie Turks, the Saraceiis. or Moors, 

If in the early days of Ihe city the houses were 
humble, the sante eannot be said of Lho churches. The 
citizen who lived in discomfort liimsclf lavished hla 
wealth on the bui1dj[ig of basilicas, on the adornment 
of altars dedicated lo the saints,^ and in this way called 
on his religion to Gacetify ttie initial frleps of Itifi new 
falherlnnd. At Gruiln, on the silo of the church of 
Sajit' Eufcmia. huilt by the Arcltbishop Nicclas in 456, 
the Pjilriarch Eliaa (fjlJi-ijSG), with the help of Gi^cek 
artiTieera, raised the cathedral and adorned it with 

^ FeJet!c!> Mtmarit Trevujiaiu $ultc op. iH diagna dai ItOO a! tSOO, 
Vol, I, p. i8d. 

s 5[>nie itreiTli look Ihe uame of Lho fnmigTujr* who inhahilt^J ihflrn ; 
fomofupJc, Calle drgii Atifone§i, Canpo tki Tc-ti-n-hi. Duo tlrci:! hn^ciilkiij 
GiufTi (Dj^ilfu) bctiiiaH il ivu oixii^iivd [\y Ktmeaims from lIic ul} uf 
hjiilra, on lho Araio^ i^e*.lrtjypd by t^hah Abbas. Ai Oflrl^r a* iirn lUJ^ 
tecnih canLurj maii^ XrurinaiBai look, up Llicir tbode in Veniro, obliiiiod 
trtJinj^ firivilc^-'a, LlicLr Q^\n qiiartcr. tmi (oailica. Coacsiutti, Sut currL- 
pierciii ilti oine^mtii {A'th^ Sr.oi'ico iiili^ino. AppunJjcrr. T. IX. |i- 338. 

lamili niiturr- SiiuniiDrL-ld, Der F'ti^ilofO Jci Tcieittu in Vem-'ii'j utui dip 

> M*o in other ^ilict ibe iDlornil dei^otalinns of churohee yrtn lumj^ 
luoiu; for Gtiniflo. lUu yuldcu dur of ^aat Ambro^o at MiJaa iljtlM 
from 835. 
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precious columns, rare marbles, oinJ ddicate mosaics. 
Equnliy boatitiiul were tlic ki|ihshT> und tlic cimrcli 
of Sui»l[« Mririfi (Idle Urazie in (jradu. 

Aln-ntly liy tlit year /iGi tin* cLurcli omi llic haplislcry 
of Torctllo wciu ci^lcljr^iUid ior lluir &()lcii<lour. Ac- 
coitliiig to the clironicles, the Ijii[)tislrry was adorned 
witli ailiiiniis of precious marbli's am] Iwrd a mnrLIc 
liiiT^in with symliolicnl anin^nlN wruu^jliL in meLal \%liich 
fc|iouLeJ water inliD a basin. Tlio <;liurcli wits re- 
nonatructcd In 6(jy aud a^ain in 86'], and received 
a ihoixjit^h restoration in tooS. No tncea ol" tlie 
lit; nedic tine nunnery, dt^diuatcd to Saint JuLn tJie 
Evajigcliat, now remain, hut iH splendour roused tlie 
adiniraUoM of Muru^, niece of tlie EmpL^rcars llasil and 
Constantine. who, about the y^^ar Hn»a, left the gor- 
geous oriental court and came to Venice as the bride 
of Giovanni, son of the Doge Piciro Orscolo 11. 

About the niiddio of the seventh century the church 
of San Donulo wua built at Murano. It was, in large 
part, remodoUed to moo. In 8ao the Parlecipazi 
raised the abhry clnireli of Sont' llario and San 
Uenedello on the weslevn border of the la^^oon. 

The eleventh century saw the construction of the 
duonio and bafiti^tcry at A[|uileia- It was renewed in 
the Iwx'Ifih century. The c^ilhedial at CaoHe and the 
^['cat church at Jcsolo belong to the same date. Of 
the church at Jesolo the maf^i^ivc ruins arc still standing 
la a district Infei^led witii malaria. A short distance 
otr otfier mounds mark ll^c i^itc of the monastery of 
Sun Mauro. 

The rcbgious sentiment displayed itself on the islands 
of Miollo also in the ^Tcnt development of chuivh budd- 
ing. Around tlic churches were grouped the bouses, 
Its if to fuae in one idea God and the family. Certain 
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chroniclea, when recording the dales and founders of 
various churches, alliruilhat San Giacomodi Rialtotiai) 
is the oldest church built in Venice; but modern 
criticism cannot accept this assertion regarding so r&- 
mote and obscure an epoch. When the citizens had 
reclaimed a tract of land they would erect thereon a 
church, reserving to themaelvoB the patronage and the 
nomination of the vicar. To the church was annexed 
gardens and vineyards, which Gallicciolli holds to have 
been their glebe. Each chjrch had its tower, do longer 
for tnihtary purpOGOG, but as a monumont of religious 
devotion. 

Among tho most ancient towers, though frecpicnlly 
restored, wo must mention those of Torcello and San 
Gcromia, belonging to the eleventh century; of San 
Samuclc. belonging lo the twclAh; of San Barnaba and 
San Zaccaria, dating from tbo Ihirtecnlb; of San 
Canciono, the Fran, San Cassiano, San Polo, built in 
the trecento. At night, on Iho tops of Eomo of Iheso 
campanili, beacons were lit as guides for mariners. Tho 
rampdndc o^ San Marco, vhoso gilded summit reflccled 
the rays ol' tho sun far cut to sea, served as a land- 
mark by day. 

The rchgioua fervour which produced bo many 
churches did not die away as time went on ; and about 
the fourteenth century the government found itself 
forced to place a limit on the number of ecclesiastical 
buildings, as their erection destroyed dorms, terras, 
€t posst^asioncs .^ Vet it was the govemmcnl itself that 
bad set the example of religious zeal by raising notoblB 
buildings dedicated lo divine service. Between 8i3 
and Sao, Giustiniano Parlecipasio announced that on 
Lhc orders of tho Emperor Leo V, he was going lo 

1 GidlicfiiolU, Vol. 11, p. 109. 
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found Q convent dedicated lo San Zaccana. ond lo fldorn 
il witli relics of the Prophet, some rraj^mcnls of Our 
Saviour's garments, of the Virgrit'a robe, and olber 
treasure a ,^ 

When the body of Son Morco was secretly brought 
from Alexandria in 838. it found a temporary reatiiig- 
pbc6 in the treasury of San Teodoro. The aame 
Giustintano Parlccipozio at once h(.-t]inught liim o( 
building a temple worthy of llie evangchsl^ Death, 
however, overtook him and before closirjg liia eyea he 
was merely iihle lo indicate the site and determine the 
sum r^cesanry for the building- The founiLilions were 
laid by hia brother and successor Giovanni (^-49)^ and 
the fcine was completed witinn ihree years (83!j)h 
Dotnpiias Johan/ies dtuc Sofictissimi Marci Evanf/cUsfae 
ecclcsiam consecrare ei di^ne fjciilnm corpita in eadem 
collocare procuravU — to quote the words of Johannes 
Diaconus- This church wag partially destroyed by 
liro in 976, when the people rose against the Doge 
Pielro Candiano; it was reGtored by Piclro Orseolo 
(976-978). In io63 it was reconstructed on ampler 
lines and received its present form of a Greek cross 
when Domeuico Coiilarini was Dogo, Intemolly and 
externally it must, at that time, havo presented an 
aspect of severe Aimplicity with its bare w:ilh, its 
archca of brick, the absence of marblo voncDring. 
mosaicB, galleries, baJustradcB, cusps, shrines, taber- 
nacles — of all adornment in short. In 1071 Con- 
turini's successor, Donicnico Selvo, covered the walls 
with mosaio and other ornament and the church began 
to assume iho aspect wc admire so mjch to-day. 

The Venetians, who cnrit:hcd the new ehrinc w'tih all 
the sumptuousness that art permitted, wcic inspired uoL 

¥01, 1 — 5 
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merely hy religious zeal, but also by the liighcet inleresla 
of tlie State. Tliey therefore resolved tLat llie head of 
tlie State fihould enjoy tbe undivided patronage of the 
basilica not only in all that concerned the fabnc, but 
also in regard to the lay and ecclesiastic ministers. 
No otlice pertaining to the hasilica of Saint Mark's could 
bo lillcd except by permission, order, and decree of the 
Doge — solus Domi/iits Palronus ei teras guhernator 
EccUsiae Sanctl MarcL The authority of neither Pope 
nor Patriarch was above that of the Doge, San Marco 
represented tho Stato and was, therefore, to bo purely 
Venetian, exempt from all BacertJolal inducncc. Ae 
early as 979 Tribuno Menio declared the basilica to 
be the private chapel of the Doges — libera a sei'vUute 
Sanclae Mafris Et'ctesiae. As a layman tho Doge could 
not personalty exorcise Iho ecclesiastical junsdicLion, but 
for all that concerned the divine oIBccb he, hy express 
delegation, transferrad his authority to tho doan, the 
Pri/tikiero, 

With a view to preaor\'ing and adorning in every 
possible way this buildings which woa, bo to epeak, 
the sacred ark or palladium of Ihc race, the most 
honourahlc mogiatrocy next to the dukedom, the pro- 
curaLorship of San Marco, was created, possibly in the 
ninth century. The procurators Avcrc intrusted with 
the care and the adminiatraiion of the church. The 
number of procurators was gradually increased till in 
1^2 they amounted to nine in all. They were divided 
into three groups : the Procaratori <Ie supra tcclesiam 
Sancti Marci, to whom were intrusted the care of tlio 
baaihca and the piazza; the other two were called 
dc fiUra and de c'dra: tliey administered legacies 
and assumed wardships on "this side" and on ''the 
other eide** of the Grand Canal. They wore lodged 
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in tlie piazza of Suint Mark and gave tLeir name to tlie 
Procunt lie- 
But sumptuous magnificence wus not confined to 8!icred 
buildings only. Pulilic edtficefl gniduuUy began to a*- 
suioe this characlerislic, and first among them iho bome 
of tbe govemmcnl. Hard by the temple of San Teodoro 
the Doge Agnello Partecipazio laid the foundations of 
the Ducal Palace in 81 1- After the fire of 976 Pielro 
Orseolo I began the reconstruction which waa earned to a 
conclusion in 1006 by Piclro Orseolo II. who in 998 bad 
already received the Emperor Otto II aa a guest in the 
palace. In 1 io5 the palace was burned a second time, in 
the reign of Oixlelafo Faher. but was bo speedily rebuilt 
Uiat ill El 16 tbe Emperor Henry V was lodged in it. 
It must havo presented the appearance of a medijeval 
stronghold, with its Ranking lowers, ita crenulalcd walls, 
and foflso with dr a x^' bridges.^ When tbe Uircat of 
forciga Invasion and the danger of internal tumult died 
away, porticoes end loggias took the place of walls and 
towers, and under tboUogc Scbastiano Ziam(ii7a-78) 
the whole palace was renewed and enlarged — rcnovavit 
et aaxit, to nse the words of Dandolo's Cbronide. In 
1 aoa the Seigneur dc Villc-IIardouin declared tlie build- 
ing to be mull riche ci biaux.'* With tl^e lapse of time 
tbe Venelians grew more and more determined that 
the palace should be wortiiy of the rulers of so great 
a Stale. 

In f3i^o the Sala del Maggior Conaigho was enlarged 
and decorated at a coat of S5oo dacats, non compreadcndo 
Ic pUture el ori, which were estimated at anoUicr 3000 



' Piolrtli. L'nrrhilffttura t la StiiUare ii*t Hiruaeimetita tn Venecia. Pirt 

' HUloire oathroaiqucda SctyrKnr Geojfivj iftf Vi7/>Hc)rdoun, qIc. Liuq, 
DoiiiUe* iCoj. 
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ducata.^ On tliis occasion tlic logoon facade w^na re- 
conalructcd. along with Ihc HvaI seven bays of the 
portico on tlic piazzcLta. In i ioo they resolved to com- 
pile Said del Maggior ConeigUo, * ■ quia csl honor noslri 
dominii/"^ 

In liog the Doge "3 apartments were taken in hand, — 
*'ita parvum et BtiicLum quod in iUo vix potest stare. 
quod est in magno ineomodo suo." Al the same time 
tlicy altered the "hanehi porticus ubi atat dacissa . . . 
omnea fragtdi ct devastalit quod eat cum magna dcfor- 
mitato Palacii/'^ A fe>v years later it was resolved lo 
complete the piaz£ctLa fac^aile of the palace, and on thia 
topic Francesco Saii50vino says that in 1^23 the Senate, 
on the accession of Francesco Foscari to tiie dukedom, 
resolved to cnlurgo the palace ami to make it worthy of 
so nohle a piaz£a and so gtecrt a city. In March, i^ad. 
they began to pull down all that remained of the old 
palacQ built by Sehagtiano Ziani. 

Wortliy companion to the Ducal Palace, where the 
wisdom of the Senate watchnd over the destinies of the 
State, was that other vast edifice wherein they built ilieir 
ships and forged the weapons that were lo bring tliem 
riches and conquered territory. The first ships which 
sailed to Kproad the name of Venice afar were designed in 
the numerous yards whi[;h wplg scattered about emong 
the islaiitk. In iio/^, on the island Gemine, in tho 
eastern part of the city, Ijord by Iha castle of Olivolo, 
a large tract of land and water was eneloned by walls and 
lowers^ aiid there, cnder the open sky, they built ships 
for trade and for war. The place was called arzana, and 

I Archivio di Slalo, Spiriiia. p. 1 13 (Docembcr i&. tS^o). CarolJa^ 
C^fi&^t MS. ialfco MBrciaiia (1:1, Mi. St. ia»). p. iSj- 
■ Uild-, M- C, Lcoi\a, p. loC V^ (JuLj m, tliot}). 
' Uiid.. ibid., ibid., |]. [d[ V' ^A^jHI li. iAujjJh 




Till; Aik-4^i>«i,t Ivmi llif jiUii illiil 
lu Jwuiio lie* Barbiri 



w. 
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ong ihft many conjeclares as to the derivation of the 
word llic most probable is that wliich finds ils etymol- 
ogy in the Arab wort! <f»rsenan, wliJrIi still enIsLa in the 
word thrsena. end niea^is a basin of wJiUrr. 

Tlie arsenal was finislied in Ii55,aiidiva9 reslored in 
o3 wilh ample worksLojia, wide basins, jnsl as Dunte 
B&w and fiting it. But l)ke old arBenol failing to meet 
the growing needs of iho Vem.'lian nurnlime power, the 
government Trom lime to limo enlarged this builrling, 
round which i* concentrated the gtory and the splendour 
of Venetian hietory-^ 

' Caion, Forte miUtari (in Venerla e h aae Itt^tme. A'ol, I. VntX Tl, 
p. g4)' After ihtt Rnt onljirgpincnt in i3c>3 llicro wab a hcojiJ umli^r Uio 
Dogfl Ciflvonni SoTanjf* (i3ii-i.la5K ■ third belwoea iSflS >ad 1^73^ ■ 

ill ahoai tSSg, *diI i hflh ■□ 1&64. 
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r' we wisli lo gpt e clear view of the mannersT 
customs^ and private life af a [ifojjie, a study 
of their form of governmenl and of their laws 
is necessary. 

The earhesl form of political life in the lagoon islands 
was moulded hy ancient Borne; it received additions 
froni the institutions of foreign peoples who sncccs- 
Bively descended on Italy, and was modified by the 
Gpecial conditions of the place itsolf. 

The mention of "maritime tribunes*' made by 
Cnssiodorua compels os to inquire first of all who 
thes& tribunes wore. 

The accredited hypothesis^ is that the tribunes were 
inferior Gothic officials invested with military authority, 
and it seems that the Venetian tribunes must hove 
been military officials intrusted with the defence of the 
growing community. When the Greek empire euc- 
ceoded the Gotha, the Greeks, who maintained armies 
in Italy at least down to the sixth century, continued the 
ofFicG of tribune in the hierarchy of duces, magisfri 
miiitofn, ond tril/itnit whoso duty it was to sco Lo the 
defence of places of minor importance. 

Some ohroniclcs state that tlic tribunes were elected 
annually by the people from among the ancient noble 
(anteriores) families, which on that account were called 

' Hogf>1» Slorin deiln to^tiiu^iaTiB dti AJunu^J ItalU\ni. T. IV. 
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iribtinizie: but wc do not think tliia atatement can 
be accepted. The privileges of tlie anslocracy had 
DO legal basis lill much lalor» when tlie Great Council 
panscd its restrictive measurt^s; ami tlial polilTcal rrv^ 
olution. the closing of Lhe Great Council (i^tgO), would 
not bave been necessary bad there already existed in 
the Stale a close casle which held in its bands the 
direction oraiToirs. It is prnliablc ibat the people who 
from various Jislricls of the tnuinland came together 
ia the Venetian estuary brought with them their 
ancient traditions and tbeir own spceial formii of ad- 
oiinisLratiou, and wc must look for the origin of the 
trihuneB in the ctjalUs and centurions who ecmposed 
ifie municipal mapiislracy in ihc A'arious mainland cities. 
Those ofilces were not heroJitary under the Roman 
constitution, nor were thoy in Lhe isknda of the lagoon. 
Further, we urnst remember that the aEvIum of the 
lagoons in process of time doubllcBB served as a refuse 
for Goth[4, Lombards, and Franks, as each in turn 
was defeated and expelled, just as it had served for tho 
Vcncto-Romana ; and in the eorliest centuries of tlie 
Rcpubhc wo ace families of Gothic, Lombard, or Fraiik- 
ish origin taking their place, in the government of tho 
Slate, side by sido with older families of purely Italic 
blood. 

Unbounded freedom ia never safe: it almost always 
degenerates into license. Wiien, under stress of 
circun^&lances on the mainland, the temporary asylum 
of the Ingoons was gradually developed into a permanent 
home, we may be sure that the atteiiUon of the fugiiivcs, 
who represented all that remained of so many famons 
Roman mnnlclp'ia. was early devoted to the eonstrucLion 
of a governmf*nl anfUcienlly organised to secure jnstice 
at home, suiDcicnlly strong to protect the growing 
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communily from external attack. Accordingly the 
I primitive trihtini mariUimi, being proved inadequate lo 
ILg growing noGda of the State, gavo place lo tribunes 
elected yeai'ly, for tlie most part, in each lagoon island 
and in each centre of population. The tribunes them- 
Bclves soon felt tlie need for mooting to getber to discuss 
the common inlcrcsls of tlic Stale, and tLus gava nso 
to ibe consociozione , tho germ of Ibe famous commune 
of Venice, — Comune Vencllaram, 

As long C8 Padua and Odcrzo, tbough undoubtedly 
decaying, still maintained, in the Greek daces, a rcp- 
rcBCntalivG of the empire and of Roman traditions a3 
ivell as Q bulwark againf^t Lombard invasion, it ib to 
be supposed that the magiatralca of the lagoon iBlanda 
referred to tho Greek tlaccs in all that nITectcd ibcir 
government; though the growing activity of Vcnclion 
life was concentrated on sea trafiic and industries. But 
when the Ureeks iinolly disappeared from the Italion 
mainland (6^1), the islands were not slow to feel 
the need for closer unity among themselves in tlic 
admin istrn lion of public alTaii's. 

It may be tlmt at this period some among the tribunes 
were invested with power over the others, and took 
the title of magt/iores, hut tbia conjcclure is not con- 
firmed by any documentary evidence. It is certain, 
however, that btlle more than half a century after the 
disapjicarance of Greek dominion from Odenso. tho 
lagoon population found itself obliged to create a single 
head of the State, a Doge, tvhom llie [people called i.loj:e. 
or dti:c. a title retained with uligbt moihhcations both in 
r ihe common speech of the Veneliaiis rmd in their rela- 
tions with foreign power*. This new inslitulinn, des- 
tined lo give grpater force and cohesion lo the Slate, 
was intended to remedy the injury wrought by discorda 



among the tribunes who Lad not always known how 
lo defend the lagoons ciilicr ogaiast Ibo nllack of Uie 
Lonnbai'ds who canac down iLc rivers in ll»eir boats, 
nor yet from the ravages of Islrian, Libumian, and 
Dalmalian ptralca who ravaged the ill-protcctcd estuary. 
The lirst Doge, Paoluccio Anafcalo, waa elected in 
6g7 at Heraclca. where a general assemhly of all the 
Venetian nobility, people, and clergy tonk place. It 
haa been observed thai when recounting this event the 
chronicles namo the people before tlic arclibishop and 
the clergy. This indicates not only the high positloD 
held by the people, but also breathes the very spirit 
of the Venetian constilulion in which the clergy, even 
before the year looo. were kepi in rigid suhjeclion lo, 
the civd administration, even, soma say, in matlers 
spiritual } But l.liis conclusion is open In grave doubts, 
even though it has the support of Andrea Dandolo,' 
following whom we should be obliged to admit that 
the clergy from the very beginning of the dogi^shlp 
were siihieet to the civil tril)uii;ilH, and that synods 
were held and prelates elected by order of the Doge, 
that aueh elections were made by the clergy and people 
ther, and that the prelates received from the Doge 
invcstilure and induction. The conclnsiona of 
more recent sludents^ appear niore reliable ; ihey accept 
the point of view advanced by Sandi and hold that the 
Sliite of Venice, at legist in iho caHier period, while main- 
taining inviolate its full rights in matters temporal^ 
assumed an attitude of great respect and even of 

1 Monticolo, / mnnaacritti e tf Jonil delta Cronaca dfl DiaCs Giamnni (in 

th& BulifUiro dfir hi. Slat-. II. , a- g, p^ 3i5, lAgo)- ^h 

^ CrontcQ, Cip. I, p- I, col- 17'- ^^H 

' Ib«ii A^.. Stadi di si, polUico-Bixlai(atktt onCcriarc ai rttille. B(?t<>^Q 
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protection lowards the prieaUiood.^ In fact even if the 
right of ihe Doge to gnint invL-slilurc to llie patriarch and 
bistiops ofVerice' 13 proveJ hy llie testimony of anlitpiiLy, 
ttie proofs of furtlier ducal riglils are eillier abacnt, or 
weak, or even negative. It is Lliercfore impossible to 
at:cept the evidence of Dandolo as absiolute arid beyond 
discussion, and still le&s can we wrest the words of bis 
chronicle to a conclusion that is altogether too modern 
in its charjcter,^ 

The nobles, the clergy, and llie people all took part in 
the election oflhe first Doge, This is a notable point, for 
it proves on the one hand that the State had readied ia-< 
dependence de facto, if not de jure, while on the other 
it establishes the direct participation of the people in the 
sovereign power. There are those who bold that even 
from the first ihe share of the people in the election of a 
Doge was illusory . or at least higlily Umiled, because the 
phraaeaof iheCronaca Alliiiale, andof Dandolo, /aurfa^« 
est and laudacione popali, etc., indicate merely a right to 
approve, not to vote. But if the people had possosfted 
only an illusory or limited participation in sovereignty, 
there would have been no need gradually to curtail and 
finally to destroy the rights of the people. 

We find an example of a genuine and regulated exorcise 
of ihe popular voice in jj6o, When the son and consort 
of Doge Pietro Candiano HI, ofli?r rebelling against his 
father, was defeated and banished, the bi&hops, the lower 
clergy, and the cornrj/iG det ciUadini met of their own accord 
and look an oath never to recognise the ontlow as Doge, 
neither during his father's lifetime nor aflcr his demise. 

Saodit Ptittiiiti di ft- civ. delh rrpuUitia di Venaia dolfo «[ia foruis' 
ihru tino ai 1700, Vol. 1^ p. iSo. \eDim»,*j-j55^ 
'' RcBii, Ag.. op. dl-p p. a6. 

■ Ibid., ibid. 
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Tilers IB 710 precedent for such on occurrence as (his 
solemn moeling of both clor^-y and people acting as Lbe 
political aulliority and deliberating on on affair of Slate of 
audi imporlance.^ But both clergy and people forgot 
their oalh, brought back the outlaw in triumph, and 
acclaimed him as Doge. In order to render the consti- 
tution more stable and at the Game time freer, a council 
wna appointed to assist lbe Doge, who could undertake 
nothing without its consent,^ By such B step ihc 
Venetians endeavoured to cartail the ducal power end 
to accuroQ more liberal colour for lbe constitution. The 
convocation of the ivholc population of Veoicc for lbe 
election of a Doge rccalU both the comitia of onctent 
Rome and the meeting of the freemen among the 
Lombards. Certain it is that such ttsaemblica were 
foreign to Greek custom — a point wliicli calls for atten- 
tion from those wlio are studying Venelian liir^tory. For 
if llie people had preserved this Bovereign right to 

> Gfrdrcr, XXI, Tlial. Llio pwplo nera coTivpned upon imi-orltnl 
AlTsinof Sl«La If proved hy AotMiaeaU an J (tromcln. Fcrfiamplf, uni)«r 
UiD JLik^dom of MaiirutD (rilbaia (76^-787^, DunJoLo Mjs fLib- VU, Cap- 
XJI], " Vrnctimim pupuU ct Qm SjnoJiJS AiiLiUdU, tMirirnUbu* DuCo Ol 
PairiBTfhD. Ob><!«fiiini ctcn^iim filium. Heuiri^li Trilnini mathomiucen- 
tb ledit prac-ilic(aD Epioropiim Jaiidavitn f^l iBtiJaluA t Duce iDVefLitui, ei 
ibtn>iiiutuM, 4 FAtTiercb* i]u<>i|uo eoriKcratiii caL X.f Diicis bdho." JafR 
ififgcfla PontijifiiTH, p. sGll. Bcrlrrit [S^il. lor Lho year Sjd in Lha 
rtiign of Popa John Vllt, iB^rs, " Detto ppiicoj>o bi^ifirAl do lilo inter 
PDLmm. palriarrhinn CirD']''rtqcia ol pJhb EU^fra^UDOS. Mapdal, tit qii«t- 
iMfff *|Uao prDrnDiinal r^pialoW Vpnoliam pprreral, ibitpie in r'tnrprrla totiai 
ttatrsiae tt tt^puti ti'^roiiii.nH curcl ." Ou iiioilii'r occanun. whm ihvy vki^hcri 
(o prr>^ibit IraEfic m bIjvi-4. thu M^^^ior ContiglJD 1110I uudqr tht pivu- 
<lcnej <ft iho Dop-o Add in Uio prcwnc* t»f Iho pilriaTcb, Ibo BJsliop of 
Olitoloi Biicl all EliDOlbT prvlalf^b of ihc pro\inr{«4 usIauJc in tarum itruarutia 
mngii p/\Tle pnimft, miijiii-n viii^lieft. nwduierpt ri niinrvi, that ib, nftUlcfn 
citi'uti*, aod p«opto, sad volcd Id fDrbid iLoaaid Lrallic. {Tafol SindTboniU) 
L^r^ntfcn siv ailrrm thndei^uMt Staatt^cKiiKhie dcr Rtp, Ven., Vd> I, 

* Gfrorer, XXJ. 
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dispose of themselves, it is ct^rlain that in (he period 
preceding the elecLioTi of the firsL Doge the trthuues 
must have shared their antliority wiLh the cilueits in 
Bome shape or other, possibly through the action of a 
council of heads of families, or of a general assemhly 
summoned fnr special purposes, sach as the approba- 
tion of laws or the imposition of taxes. 

These facts throw some light on ihe social life of the 
early Venetians, and the smallest ray is of high value in 
the general obscurity of the periixl. The election of 
the Doge, whatQvcr may have been its full import, is at 
least a proof of common sense and of patriotism. It is 
rare to find a revolution of this sort carried througli 
witliout a violent shock lo the social structure; hardly 
ever have ihe people voluntarily renounced their sover- 
eign rights in order to conceiitruta them in the hands 
of a single individuuL 

Tho altrihutes of ducjil authority must, at first, have 
been vaguely defined, allliougb Daiidolo thus rehearses 
the position of the Doge. Deerevertt/tt, be says, omni- 
ttis Dncem pressc. fjuletjito moderamlue populaiH siht 
suffdiitim gtibertiarei} 
— — The Doge was elected for life. His symbols of sov- 
■ creignty were the sword, the sceptre, and the throne. 
Apparently the whole administration was in his hands, 
and abuses might easily arise which gave frequcnloccasion 
to disorders, [t would seom, however, that neilher the 
forms, nor the functions, nor the spirit of the old Iribu- 
nilian administration had compleleiy disappeared, for 
even after the election of tho first Doge wo find tribunes 



I 



1 Eiron Lfl iha laler coronAlioD oalKi {promushn^ no m^^nlioTi » made 
uf LW niUiUrj or nt^il roinitiind. Il af^rmii ihtl oriKinallY lUc romniiird 
bclongal lo lti9 Doge, but vru iuImccjuddUj Iraaifarrcd to Lhe Maggi^i 
Coiuiglio, 
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in existence who, thoiigli subject to tlie supreme duc^il 
autliorLtjr, still ailiriiiiistrred justice in iUc various islands. 
The iiiliabitauta of tlie ialmiilH Eiad a rigfit uf ;ipjH'ul from 
tlie IriLunea to the Doge, wlio wui* considered as the^ 
fuunLain of justice in the State, whose duty it was lo 
handle 9apienier et onorijice Veneticorum causam in 
omnittlS^ We must not lliink, however, that the irib- 
unea were in eny sense a hraiich of the aduiiQistration 
uilermediary hetween the Doge and ihe nation. 

In 737 we have a lurlher dcmonslration of the will of 
the people. The ofUce of Ooge, electe<l fcr life, gave 
way to the annual office of '* the Master of the Soldiery/' 
the magisler miiilum.^ This was an olGce well known at 
Ravenna and in southern Italy under the Greek rule, but 
in the lagOons it implied more especially the defence of 
the estuary. From this fact we may concludo that the 
tribunes had never wiUingly renounced their judicial 
and administralive functionSn and that the people, 
especially those of the aoulhern lagoon, wxre far from 
content et having concentrated all authority in the 
hands of a Doge resident in Heraclea. When five yeors 
later the lagoon population returned once for all to the 
ducal form of government, two important modifications 
were introduced^ One was to give the Doge two trih- 
unea^ cs assessors, — the germ of the later Consiglicri 
iiucati; the othcrj to remove the seat of government 
irom Heraclea to Malamocco. on the sea margin of the 
lagoon, a point less open to attack from the maiuland 
and more central for (he whole Ltgoon community. 



1 Jt it probabU Ihal ibe mo^iitri mititam. alf-. OxinUd eaalttta^ortaecmilj 
with Ika dofM tad tbtt duricg Ibe u*ic vatatU Ihej eiercucJ \he dvctl 
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Under tlio new regime llic GaslnhU ilucali^ look ihe 
place of tlie cuiiier tribunes m oJI tbat concerned the 
government ol Uie iQgoon communos* and under them 
came subordinates, ibo miasi drj palalio^ charged with the 
exaction of trihulc and quit-ronls due lo the fisc; later 
on were added the giudlci, the miuhtcrioH, the decani^ 
and the ripari, who drew up the judicial findings and 
saw to Iheir execution. The boni homines and the 
councd rogalorum were charged with the interpretation 
of the law, and if any aerious dispute arose, the people 
had the right lo appoint arbitrators. In the twelfth 
century the capi conlrada and tlic capi sestien were 
inti-ustcd with the maintenance of pubhc order. 

Clearly, then, Venice was already a Slate well oi^ 
ganised and provided with securities for civic life; but 
it is an extraordinary thing that we fmd no ti'ace of 
autocratic authority."^ The great Pope, Ilildehrand, 
wan justihed when he declared that the spirit and the 
independence of ancient Home had come lo life again 
in Venice. We must here observe that the period 
between the tenth century and Ihe Crusades is remark- 
able in the civil history of Venice, for it shows us the 
Slate already ahsiilulely freed from any political de^ 
pendence on the Greek empire ; ecclesieslical depend- 
ence had olso disappeared, and the Greek Saint 
Theodore, the patron of the early Republic, was 
replaced hy the Evangelist Saint Mark, whose legend 
floated over the islands of Rialto, 

1 The GattaUi hi'\ t, wide JTitifJIclion^ Tor r^iamp1r>, lo tin Domsnioo 
CAiiOVHrJD, »0D aS llio Ula Dcuncaico CaiiQVarlD, of Saul' hnia, ^\-ca a 
rweipt to Arigi'lo, lou of Lho hlo Domeuico Ono of &4q Barlolooieo, de 
^aFricr Ubria tffTiarlonini tjnas mihi dare dfbiiisti de ^iti^ut maHocifia aapm 
If proclamavi, et iinle natli-nm ^tulild'irn el afio* banoa hominei ati rotiortfrn ron- 
duJ7N Archivlo di Stilo, Krch. A\ Sin ZaccartP, Prr^BHicufi Erlere fi'. a^r 

* GroUt, MrmorieaioiUo-emUit etc.. p. ^7. Vcuci!*, ifiid. 
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In the year 8a8 two Venetian mcri:IiynU, Biiono o( 
Maliimocco and Riislico of Tarcollo, came to Alfiaiulriir, 
where lay the body of Sa.int Mark, Jedously guarded 
by the Saracens. Theao two imtnagod to atoal the 
precious remaina, and in order to avotd scorcli by the 
custom-bouse oflicers, they carried tlicm on board 
their ship in a basket filled with pork, which MussuU 
mans hold in honor- They spread their aaiU and 
brought lo Venice the venerated relics, for which waa 
presently huilt that glorious sepulchre, the basilica of 
San Marco. The evangelist, either in human form or 
as a lion, became the sole symbol of Venice.^ 

At the period we are discussing the Adriatic voxb 
commanded by the ships of Venice, and Venetian 



1 KoLhing auLbeaLiD it Lnovn sboiil \he eiriiVBt u» of Lhtt Lion of San 
Marco ai Lbe cnrii^ '>t (ho Republic, Tbe cvurtgdi^l's Uon, wilb all lit 
aUribuLns. is aul lo be Bid viith uiirljct Uian Uia TuurletiLlb or |feTha|iB 
lbs ^^rj f^nd cf the. LhlrlneDtb cenliirj ; it is ihcTeroro improb^blf^ Ihnl tlta 
Virnulitda mlopIeJ lli« ^in^ud iioa at tbsir tjOLbuL earlj«r tbvn the lr«- 
ccnlo, Al Lha Muaco Civico in Veiucv vtB h*^ q « high rvtiuf rtprcAQnlmg 
B Jioti Jwiiing from ihn wares, wilh nimhis. wing*, lud tbfl doted Gospul 
]iclit'«>n lU paws- Tbii baft erroncouilj bL'pa Attribuffld to tbe jraar tOOO 
and dc&cnLcd as iho oUfst known pyniboL of ibo PcpuLlic. rieiltcr 
tha Llod qq Lba door of SajiL' Apillintre, which tecan yerj aoclcut. dot 
ibA one ppeurved in lha Arcbivio di Slalo, f^nn be placed eirber than Ihe 
fnurlccnLb feplurj (Urhani, Dom^, It nufftfl ffonc of Afujco, iq the HuJ/rffi'io 
dWli. tic., anno J, p- 9S- VodbiIi, 1877-76), During Ihc ffleeulb 
ccnlury Ihe banner* qf (bfl Republic bora a crow. Oc Vandian coinfl wa 
find Lbe evinguli»l in human fbrm ai varly aa the |t:\'cirih cenLur^- Tha 
liuQ wiUiout wio^ Add wlLbonl Lbo Gospel tpp^'ara fcr lha £r&L limo oo 
the oiKor fuiJo or Fihucl-sco Daiidulp { i^^i}-^22^i^-. njth mijibu>, ningfl, 
■cd bock, on tbe toftew of Ariilrea Dandulo (i3^i-i3lj^)- Thai riirlciii 
repretcnlaliork of (bo lion, full TaDo, rraucbing, with nimbus, wings di»- 
pltif^J, anj Uie bind pHvta lii^Mmg up the open (lu^pcl, WJia BdapliuJ OQ 
lha ga::tiia. a »Hv<ir cuin of ihi? *fl|iin of l»a Vrjnaiiin ■oHi. jlr^t coined 
ixi 1^38 by Use Dugc Andrea GrilLi. Thu Turia of the Uaa is known u lha 
Ii0ife4, from iLo rd»?tnblanca lo Ibal LinU of crab whicb in VencLjaa diolHl 
u caltod fnaltca {tmiter mn^niut), £''crj' piiblla bulldiDg La Vmuce ud Lho 
Dogado wii nurkfd hy lho LiuQ of Sita Mano. 
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inflnpnce end even Venetian dominion look tlio place 
ol" (Jreok rule in Ulria ami D:dnmlia. DoLli of tJiese 
counlriL's, tliougli retaining their own lawB, were, in 
tbe year looo, BuLjccltd to the marillmo jurisdiction 
of Venice by the Doge Pielro Orseolo H, who was 
acclaimed Duke of Dalmatia and recognised us Bucli by 
Lhc Emperor Henry U in a diploma of 1003 in wliich 
tlie Doge is styled Dfu: Venstkorum et Dalmalinorum^ 

The poverty of tlie lagoon difilricl was a leading factor 
of Venetian enterprise and strcnglUn Venice rose lo a 
marvcllona lieight of power in lhc teeth of diflicuUica 
and obfitacics. Their homo had cost Uic Venetians too 
dear, loo much had they Buffered, fought, rejoiced, 
there in the heart of their awamps, to aLlo\Y us to 
credit Lhat in \^*i^ the Doge 2iam really dreamed of 
transferring tho capital, of Venice to ConstanLinoplc, 
and tiiat the proposal was actually advanced in the 
Ureal Council and iosl by a single vote. The bcal 
authorities make no mcnlion of the cpisodci and if, 
perchance, the idea did cross the niinda of some and 
was even discussed in the GouncU, we may take it that 
it was rejected at once and riglilly> 

Meantime, in tJic internal manngcmcnt of the Slate, 
there had come ubout a cbungc of gitrat imporLanee which 
materially helped to mould the constitution and laid 
the Urst foundations of aristocratic autliority. On the 
violent deulh of Doge Vitale Michiel II, in 117a, il was 
resolved to cmsb. once for all» both the arbitrary power 
of the Doge and the sanguinary outbursts of the people. 
And here we come upon like real origin of the Great 
Council, that instrument by which the State was secured 
in her ficedom and material prosperily. The violent 
acts of some of the Doges proved that the councillora 

' Muoftttlj £a it. pulUUa ^ Vcnezia, p. 3fi- Pwlovi, 1897. 
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and citizens inviU'd {pt-fgml\) lo aftsisl tlio Lead of the 
State, wito lull been iiistiluled under tlio geiiLlc rule 
of DomoniE^ FlaLaiiico, in io,3u, were not sutFiciently 
po^errul to Itold a lieadsli'otig BoveiTrgn in check. 
It was accortlingly provided that for llic future two 
nominators for euch sestiere shuuld. on Suint MichaeL^s 
day of each year, appoint four hundred and eight 
citizens, noUea or plebeians, ivho Kbculd constitute 
the Ma'jgior Catulglio, in which were concentrated tlie 
powcra and righis of Doge anJ people alite. 

The Great Council was charged with appointmc^nt to 
all other councils and magistracies, and with the prep- 
aration of all subjects to be laid before the general 
assembly of the State. The senators {prcgadi) and the 
ducal councillors, now tncrcagcd to si\, continued to 
act as before. The Doge and the ConaigUeri Dnead 
together formed tlie Cortsiglio M'tnore. Later, in 1179. 
the Councd of Forty {Quaranta) was created and event- 
ually became one of the mo!»t powerful branches of the 
administration » The right of judgment on appeal in 
cases civil and criminal was taken from the Doge and 
vested in the Council of Forty. The Doge was callM 
upon to ewear the Promtssionc Dacale, or coronation 
00th, by which he waa constitutionally hound. 

On the other hand, lo curb the people who hitherto 
had elected the Doge iu tumultuary popular assembly, 
the Maggior Consiglio appointed eleven electors^ who, 
in the basihca of San Marco, chose the chief magistrate, 
who was then aubmilled to the approval of the people. 
Thus the popular right of election, — which no Stale 
should ever abohah. but which the Venetian consLilu- 
tlon recognised in a very limited form» — was gradually 

^ Tha doctors, vvho wcro choico l>> a Ictig uid tefUotu proG0>9, wero 
mcrrawd Lo forty uid thCD |q farly-oap- 
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rcfltriclcd. At the election of Sebastiano Ziani (117a}, 
ft'lieii llic ptople, eeeing themsolvt'a robbt^d oi' llielr 
rigUUi raised an outcry, the leading tnllzcns pomled 
out that ibe rcforra bad no olher object than to secure 
a more ordui-Ly selectiop of ibe Doge, aiid succeeded in 
persuading the populace lo he saliafied with lUe mere 
right of confiriimtion , while the newly elected Doge 
Btrengthencd this lino of orgumciit by scoltering coin 
among the crowd. It wag llicn resolved that the new 
Doge should always be presented to the populoce with 
the formula. *' Tliia is your Doge, if so it please you." 
It would seem, however, tlmt the people did make an 
effort to seize again the power that was slipping from 
their hands and attempted to hold an assembly at the 
election of Enrico Dondolo. winch was attended by all 
the lagoon inhaljitanta from Grado to Capo d'Argine. 

The government, though it still retained the semblance 
of democratic fornris. was gradually concentrated in the 
hands of one class, vihoae views were cnhghlened. 
whose coQslitution was regulated by wise proWaions^ 
and whose rcprcsentalive was the Doge. The changes 
which fi'om Lime to time '^ere made in the method of 
elccling the Doge and in the constitution of the Great 
Council, hy Gxing the age of eligibility and by intro- 
ducing oilier modiGcaiiona and further privileges, show 
that their object was to favour tlje aspirations of those 
families whloli by trade had come Lo the front in riches 
and in political ambilion. 

By adhering to the primitive form of nomination lo 
the Gi'cat Council, it might Imppen that in any given 
year the council might find itself composed of outsiders 
(^novi homifics) ^- n result wlucli suited neither ihe in- 
terests of the Slate nor the aims of the great families. 
To meet this danger, in i:i8G a law was proposed, but 
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rejected, by which, wllb a view io excluding llie " new 
nif^M," it was provided thut only thnae tilmuld he oH^iLle 
to Llie Mtigtjtor ConsitjUo wliose fullier or piLernal grand- 
fuUier liad ali'ead^ buL in llie GreaL Council. 

Mcaiiliine provisions wcro made to secure tlie proper 
movemerU of comineree, the safety of tlie city, and tliG 
creation of tsuch niogistracies aa are necessary in a well- 
orclcred Slate. Everyone was bound, witbin llio Kinita 
of his condition and his abiUty, to lend service to the 
State : if anyone refused office to which he had been 
called, he lost his civil rights. For example, in 1 189 the 
Doge Orio Mastropiero and his six councillora decreed 
thai Jacopus JutiGfius de confinio Santi Juliani, who had 
refused an oJlice conferred on liiin by election, nulitim 
honorem, nuKtim ojjicium tie nostra curia habere <kbeai 
(f nod per eke tores fiat el insupcr nulla el ratio debeot in 
curia nostra tencri.^ Every citizen was inspired by such a 
lofty sentiment of duly as to feel remorse if ha bad ever 
failed to servo hia country on every occasion and to tlio 
beat of bis ability. The will of Giovanni Gotitarini, 
dated March I3, i358, offers us a curious and noblo 
exiiinplc of eipialion in llic terms of the following leg- 
acy : ■' Lasso al coniun de Vciiciia per falU da Officii 
o do Ccnaei. cb' io non fosai andato. chc fo&si tegnudo, 
liieL/"" 

The period that closes with the end of the thirteenth 
centui'y was both the happiest and most glorious in the 
whole history of the llepubhc, although it is true that 
it was marred by iuLcriial feuds between the more [M>wer- 
ful fj^mihcs, such us ibe Dandoloaud the Ticpolo. whose 
(juarrels divided the people for some years into two 

1 Ajcbivio ill Slato. Dticati rA Atli Dipiomoliei, D". Vh 
' AntHhi Tritatntnli IralU daW /Irc^n-'B delta Cwijf- dl CaiUh M 
Venezia, Stt. VU, |>. a5- VftOMit, iSSft. 
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liosttle factions. At one moment also it would aeom 
Uiat Uie populace becama impatient of their eupcriors, 
and, reviving their ancient rights, acclaimed as Doge 
Jacopo Tiepolo; but tlie noLlcs held the upper hand, 
and after putting do^Ti the tuomlt in lUe piazza, ihey 
proceeded to elect Piero Gradenigo, whose character 
gava assurance that he would keep the popular in- 
solence sternly in check, A man of clear and sharp 
intelligence, full of common sense, with a spirit fortified 
in the arena of pohtica, Gradenigo. who placed hia 
Slates above all other conEiderotiona, wag firmly con- 
vinced that Venice would never he able to preserve and 
increase her prosperity unless even the most purely 
formal eitcrciefl of the unEtable popular will was ex- 
cluded from llie govommonl. He had before his eyea 
the example of olhor Italian cities where the cxcosaoa 
of the populace had ended in bringing tho communo 
under a despot. 

In February, 1597, Gradenigo reintroduced and car- 
ried the rejected law of 138Q, which provided thai only 
those who during the last four years had sat in the 
Great Council should be eligible for that council, with- 
out any further formality than twelve favourable voles 
■^^^in the Quaranta, and this eligibility was lo be heredi- 
tary. Tliero was proviso that this law might bo 
rcAiaed at the close of the year, but the aristocracy, 
whoso mouthpiece Gradenigo was* handled tho low 
for their own ends. This act of Gradenigo, which 
completely hampered all action by tlic " ncsv men/" 
the party that was always working for reforms, has been 
impro|icrly styled " the closing of the Great Council" ; 
but the Council was not absolutely closed, and for many 
years alW frcah elections look place and the leading 
ikmilica wore not rigidly excluded from the patriciate. 
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It ta true that admiasion became ever more and more 
difficult, but it is a mislako to BUppoae that tbe Council 
was at one slroke closed up in imraovablG rigidity. 

The great roform of Gradenigo, Iho IrnG foundation 
of llie hereditary aristocracy, gave ri&o lo fiecrot con- 
spiracies which broke out into open revolt. But the 
Republic, aided by good fortune and rendered vigilant 
by suspicion, emerged triumphant. The conspiracy of 
Marin BocconiOj in i3oo, was discovered and the ring- 
leader Qnd his accomplices worn hung. In i3io many 
of the nobility, Quirini, Borozzi, Doro, Badocr, many 
clergy, and many of the people look part in the famous 
conspiracy of Bajamontc Ticpoio, Iniisuiiicli aa we are 
dealing chiefly with the priv&te life of the Venetians, dm 
old tradition, which still fiurvivea in the phrase ta rechta 
del morter\ oHerB a curious little touch- When Tiepolo, 
with a strong band of armed men, waa just on the point 
of emerging on the piazza, an old woman dwelling in 
the Merceria came lo the window and flung a mortar 
at the head of Tiepolo's standard-bearer-' The banner 



1 Cicopii (Iter. Veit-, T. IH, y- 3o) eap. "Some thinl, ooJ I 'gno 
nith tfao[ii, Ihit the n'omAo niiu idn lu llio wipiJuh sX iho jioiaQ in tljo 
ilr4>0t did nol purposely ^ing the cDorlar. Lul AccidanLillj' |ti]>LDii it nypt- 
OUierE, el&'rty in ctTOf, bij lliat iLo utorLEir elnick anil *\p\y napmoiilo 
bimfrolf, Tbia ^VD1I)a^, vtho eooia sty ^ts callud Gia^tina Ronei, but uho 
I fJnJ from a legal documcnl was niiiucil LiKia, wu wul for bj the Dogo 
Gradenigo, who wi»li(Hl lo rPWoH hpr. Sho wmild arrppl niLhing hut Iho 
pKvilo^ of baaging cut of Ihfl famouA niDcl<jw tLe ftjndord uF Sun Marco 
on Siiat Vito's dnj ind oa oiUer joIfidq oci^a^ioDs, and a promiao tlmL iho 
prcxiuralDn of San MdKO eJii^uld ntM^r h« itWunud \o rai»s tlie rctil eillicr 
for bvr or hPT dpc»ndiinL«. AJl hi3r rpqtiPstB w^re granlFcl (Teuton. 
VdI, V, p- 3a3, Bnd BuKhtlliiti, Comm. Hut, Tarva-t p, 6oi)' Curio^ily 
led (ije to follow up ths lu^lor^ of Lbi^ hou^o mid of iU real, Utat vrai jiutcr 
lo be niwd. fjiiisliria or Lufia. nhictirvrr il he, paid in i3ia to ^lq 
procunlofs, it» owncr^i Eflooo Vc^notiDn dacita i yosr." CeccLctli (rirrh. 
VeiKla, T. \\V. p. I^'i) publi^llf■t a docuiriL-cit TraTH ^hLcli ne luara Lhot 
yhv laitj of tLu morttr nw call^ Mvii du QLlIao. 
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fell to the groand and the rebels lost heart, While iha 
Doge and his men charged and routed Tiepolo, 

The Bcpublic punished the rel>el8 with death or exile ^ ; 
and with a view to probing and meeting omnia ista 
nefjolia Uinruni ftointattim. it inslilulcd the Council of 
Ten, That same year, i3io, the new miigialracy ap- 
pointed two of its members Inqaisifori dci Died ; Ihcao 
two wore increased to three in ih'i% and wore then 
styled Infffilsiiori alia coiiscrvazione dei scffrcti di Stolo,"^ 

All through tho fourteenth century Vcnico was lorn 
by conspiracies. Among the most Ibmous was that of 
the Doge Marino Falier, who was decapitated on the 
staircase of the Palazzo Ducolc and buried witliout 
honours in the family tomb at SS- Giovanni e Poolo,^ 

1 Arcti- di. Slalo. M. C, Preihitfr, Juna i-^, iSid» p. to Vv Amang 
other rndcrlutians iL tvan delcrminDd tc rua to Lba frrouii<l TiitpcdoV b<iufla al 
SbjiL* A^»lino, at tUa place QovrcHllcii lliD Camplclb Hcl Remcr, A columa 
ifinfamia nas erocUij Lu i^iork Ilia i|HFl, 1L bom Ihii lubcrifjLion ; 

Di DqJ^mtJiiLu (o qncslo Icreuo, 

R mo per \o so Sniquo (railimonto 

So pOfeLo in Uhopiun pvr AJlrui spHvcnto 

E per moilriir a LuUi scmprs aeoo- 

Tbe efllcimQ wu removed from Lba CamptfUo tfcl Hcmcir hdiI plicod ai Iho 
ingle of llio church ot Sant' AgoHino. |p 17^5 it waf tiLen lo thu Villa 
QiiiHui at Allichirro tn^ar Pidiia, and in iS'j^ tl wiu tdd lo an iri(iqtij()r 
dcUer, >rba re^cild it to tha Duct MfIii, who placed it id the gardep ot 
his villa DD Como, ?rat Ji^rig a^ tba bcira of Mvki restored it lo llio 
BDininuim of Vcaice. ind iL it noir id ihi^ Miii>po Civico. 

" Fuhn, Cr%ri!jfJorr rf^i Dir.'i (^rffi. V>flf/o, T, I, p, SJ), 
' The lomb ol' Miirino Filior norvij for [org as a vr&lor tnnk for llio 
hi>fp!Lal dlp|<i-05arj'. It lb qnw in (lio oiiK-r loggia of llio Mli^i-^d Ci^uo. 
It ha» lost all Iratcft o( invription or coat nf armfi. TUq portrail of llio 
IrartomiK Do^, vhirh wae pl^icrd in iho Sala del Mogglnr Cnnti^lio. waa 
c0iccd bjr order of IliO Ten. Horo ii Lha<I«roe j " 1^66 (Gcdh. X). Dio 
XVI mcupiB dcccEohrifi. Cojitj, Quod ligtira ter Muriui Filt^tru p(«it' 
in Sils nova Miiorii Coni^Uii amovtatur in lolnia el renimipai lociu 
Vietiui id colors muro. ot in campo Bcribanlur [Hunt ilbp, HU /nit litrnt 
Sfr Norini Falftro deoapiloti pm crittiim^ prvHtidtiit. dicuitflnclo anna mmo. " 
LoTciuit dfjfl. per tervif aUa it- del FtiUuQ Dvc., p. ^< Veactia, i!lfi6. 





Apolbrjiri', B — Sarc^nlia^iiK nf the K 
rariLi]^, innUich mo^ Inid ihe |>od> of tlie 1 
M&nno l''alioro, iMu?.co CU\t*^^ 
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In the Irflgic drama of Ihis conspiracy the popular voice 
has olrt'oys assigned a large place to tlie Uogc'a wUc. 
Aluica or Lodovica, daughter of iVicol6 Gradenigo. In 
Tact the common opinion is that the conspiracy w^^ duo 
Lo an insult to the Doge's honour* which he thought (hat 
the governing nohilily failed lo avenge as he desired. 
Marin Sanndo relates thai at a btili in the palace one 
of the Dogai-esM s maids of honour was insulted by 
Michele Stcno, who was ordered out of liie hall hy the 
Doge, In revenge for this Steno left on tlie ducal 
thixine a paper with these wonls ; Marin Fntier (hxe. da 
fit Iieht moier. tiliri la r/oltlc c liti fa maftiit^n. Steno was 
flogged with a fox-lail — a mark of ignominy — and 
condemned, moreover, to a month's iniprisonmrnt 
and a fine of one hundred lire. "The Doge." says 
Sanudo, " ' tools grrnl ofH-nce thereat and hegan to 
conapiro against the Slate of Venice.'*' Tfie older 
chronicles of tlie middle of the trec«nlo» auch as 
Lorenzo de' Monacis and Antonio MoroBini, say that 
certain young bloods insulted the Doge and ou ihcLr 
receiving merely nominal punishment Falier was swept 
away by his indignation and omLarked on his conspir- 
acy against the Republic. IlisLorical criticism must 
hold those tale» as pure inventions. Aa a matter of 
fact the documents of tlie Council of Forty (Ouaraatifi) 
give the he to much of llie popular legend, and Sanndo, 
who while elill a young man had very LiLoly based 
his account ou the current gossip, added later on 
in iho margin of his book, if not corrections at lenHt 
queries, aftur ho Ijecamc heLtcr infonncd about the 
facta of llic case. It \;'Qs the Doge's ambition lo make 
himself Signore of Ycjiicc. and not Ihc wr.iLli of an 
injured husband that waa tiie real motive of tlic 

^ SuiuJoi Vile dei Dit^i. cit-, pp. 6>€ a| eoij> 



VENICE IN 



[DDLE AGES 



conspiracy. Tho Dogar^BSQi a(t?r tho condemnation of 
her husband, closed licr daya in suDcring tliat upset 
her reason,^ 

Thfl sombre shadow of popular rebellion lurking in 
the city, llic wralh and jealousy aroused abroad by tho 
triumphant progress of the Ikpublic, found exproasion 
in lomis ol" rage and bltterneBa in the rude versea of the 
day. An ononymous Gcnoefie celebrates the victory 
of hia Slate over the Venetians, ofjoioxi, ti^jaosif porci, 
lei^rosi, in the battle of Laiazzo in 139^, and in the 
capture of Curzola in lagS.^ Nicolfj Quirini, one of 
the conspirolors in the rising of Dojamonlo Ticpolo, in 
a Bonnet occoscs liis compatriols of infamous crimes ^ ; 
and Francesco Vannozzo, tn 1397, at the court of the 
Catrareai, those implacolilc encmica of the Republic, 
endeavours to ingratiate himself with bis masters by 
turning to ridicule those hochc del marc, those sttpcrbi 
ccnit those asenacci da basia the Venetians, and hcapa 
these vulgar inaulla on the cily of the lagoons : 

dg villo 
Hnll e dn c«Dnui» 

A che tuCF pIlBl 

Boffrir nofl pow>. 



Midre do 'D^funi 

B dt dfiuci 



So too Giovanni Villani, speaking of the peace with 
Maatino della Scala, concluded againat the wtU of 

1 MolmcnLi, La Dogarasa di VfJie'ia^ Cap. VJ. Tonno, i6SJ^ Lut- 
iBnQL Marina Ftiliero. Vrntrti. 1S97. 

3 hlcixici. C/vst. U. iiel primi Kfufi, fiuc- U. p> 438- GitU di CaBlolla, 

■ LuzuriDi, Himalori Vtw^iani det gfcah XIV, p. 9S- Padovi, 1887. 
' Grion. Trattatu di A. da Temp^, p. agft. BologTw, i86y. 
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Florence by its allies the Vciiclian», invciglis ngainst 
Venice, wliicli seemed to tlio Florenlinea to iiavo 
proved a failiiless ally. He calls the Venctiana ''per^ 
fidi> estratti del aangae d'Anlenorc, Iraditore della sua 
patria dj Trfija."' An anonyinnus Florentine launches 
fierce sarcasms against ' - fditlilcas Venioe " in these 
Icirna : 

Vivi iL Pugliose T G4r» o '1 Bomapjolo 
Cano c Gmda, tt AiilJiiAro e Gaiio , , , 
GiiigiirlA 6 Cuiia d UniEa i mtna a nijno, 
E gU tllri r« cha rognau eotto tl pale - h r 

jtvLl [Wr (ft e [intfl in iii la fetth 
ll parlicoLli ■ clki fiorl fiia dtnu. 

CiuflUii*. K aoa JUtioTi « Tir ydixIqLLi 
di t*l not^iria d W\da fsllanrB. 
COM DOn ft'ftLIcrri chs (^Ul[>^oluolLD,.> 

Boccflecio, who in the Decameron docs not sporo liia 

own Florentines nor his dear Ccrtaldc&i, oalle ^'cuico 
d'ogni brailtira riccvilrice,^ and applies iho epithet of 
berfjoli,^ ficUc. to Iho cilizcna of the hcst governed Stale 
in Euroj)o. He goes on lo 6ay. in Uio Commcnto a 
Danle, that the island of Ci^ctc is Uran/teacarnenie tc/mla 
hy the Bcpuhlic, and in Lis work D^ monlibast sUvi9, 

I Vi1l4Di, Cron., Lib. \1, Cap, 90. To tLe »Hj liiteenlh Mnhirf 
■ Venetian mode t oola ta ihc pa^Bftc io ChapEcr III of BooL V, wLbtb 
\illjuii nJconia huiv Uie Enipcmr FreJcric tl yf^i rocmitilcd |i) the cliurch, 
" \nilA ftl paj#ag^o li' allro Diam s lA morift." TIla \pnfMian cnmmeE^ 
Inter, illuding to Iho privilp^s gratil^d by Pope Al^iaiider 111 to tha 
TEf]>iiLlic, eai«, "See bow lliifl iicilt-T mil uol «diiiil lh4b llio Signoni 
□T Venice did luurh Fi^r iLo Pope. Tbo wera granlfd iho Jtj!)itfle ciT lUa 
Hitici. *vliifh f^nrluiM 1-3 Lbit day, t5i », in whi<'h I, Sahnaiin of Venifft, 
cnrisl/Ji!'', read Uii^ bfiok, whifb iK'Ujngi'd to Mi=^T J-iO'uicto di NortlOi 
CDu«taLl« " iltibi- MarcMfut* Cml. lluL. Zantitta 3di G. ^7 (0r({o)h 

■ Dcconvonf, Giorn. IV, Nov, tl. 
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fontihas, larubas.jluminibus, elc, speaking of the Vene- 
ttana. he aflurms tbat they have the audacity et maris 
imperiamoccupare, si possint^ et novo nomine vetas detere 
conaniur, a se vfnetam appcilantes, qtioci per longa retro 
secuia a Tascis Adriaticurn diclam. In the first part of 
thia crkmeritedcriLJcinra we CJ^Lch an echo of the jealousy 
which inspired French and ISeajHiliUns alike, holh of 
whom liod dominions in tlifl Morea and In the i^lunils 
of the archipelago. Boccaccio, at the conrt of Naples, 
probably heard Venetian rule in Crete* painted in gloomy 
colours by French and Neapolitan lords. The Genocae 
Andalft ili Negro, master and friend of Boccaccio, may 
aho have inllnenced the poet; he had travelled much 
and in speaking of his journeys he probably did not 
spare tlic rival of his own country. As regards the 
charge of having usurped the dominion of the Adriatic, 
tho source of tins is to he found in the rivalry bctwcea 
Venice and Naples over the dominion and the freedom 
of that sea.^ 

On the otlier hand we have the enllmsiastic admirfrtion 
of poets and panegyrists bestowed on Venice, not only 
for her natural end aitistic beauty and the Tnagnifieence 
of her shows, hut also for the justice of her laws, the 
wisdom of her constitution, the might of her arma. 
Petrarch writes to Slefnno Colonna : ne ibhi qutihni 
ifivenies (that is, in northern Italy) abl virtuils arnicas 
Qiqae otii CQnquteiCQl,praelernoit!iissimain illam Vcnetoram 
tirbem. A Tuscan poetwho flourished in tlio second half 
of the fourteenth century. Simone di ser Dlno da Siena, 
praises to the skies the Republic wliich is governed 

1 Oq VoDtlian rule in Crclo. tea Thomaa, CoM/nMim dra dotjcn And't/a 
Dandolo /Ur die Jmel C'eie VOIR Jahra S 3^0- MuuicEi, 1S77. 

' Hortfi. Aerxnni alie Mciei\zt naturoli nrlle opere di G. Bxancd. 
TrieilA, 1877, 
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^□D f^on liruuiio m> con rngiood, 

find declares lliat as far as liberty is concerned 

QliMj) icXo nd mondn opgi *iiljlinifl.' 

In apitft of iho many political quesliona wMch, dur- 
ing the trecento, divided Florence and Venice during 
(he struggles wil.ti tlie delta Seals ond llie Viscnnli, a 
Florentine who fully rcprespnts the spirit of iiis fellow- 
citizens. Franco Sacchctli, in a long poetical review of 
the terrible political situation in Italy, makes an excep- 
tion in favour of Venice alone. After drawin<^ a picture 
of tlie political misfortunes of Genoa, the Floronlino 
novelist, an aitlcnt admirer of tlie government of Venice, 
Ao diOcrcnt from his own, §;oes on to Bay : 

SU con la giuhlfl hotId ; 

Con ^irltl KorlD, 

In BcqriB, Mnzo muri ; 

GiLli con iJiriUura^ in r<lato fvnao 

K iiDII inrprniit : 

Novtcoikl' aimi tnaii muUr icLicinim, 

Ehot Ti-Nco : 

Slocbft ai rtico : 

Ff* I'allro moglio tOgtin 
If dcgtta vivD,^ 

An anonymous pod of the qnatlrocenlo holds thai 
no city, bfi it Qncicnt or modem, con compare with 

VemoG : 

Saprd Df^i alira Lu ta impcralricfl 
Npaiijib do qu^ila atai diitLtniiii:ii|i? 
^□a furnnu la m^ii rrjtJirilo jioknfc-' 

In « pnera cnLitlvI Prlmo tno/ifo ilctfa t/hrtfyra cUl^ 
di \ f^fuesiii. written hclbro i/|i3, a ccrluin Cleudiiii or 



^ Rini. nini'^ e pntae tl4-l hriun ifrnln lUlSti linfj\ii. p. y^_ Liici^*. 18,111. 
^ C/i/uQniitv tit F^ Saetkrtli, f - tittt (Uibl. I.a4n>niu>iu. Cod. AdUburo- 

* Lauda di Venezia di un Anonima d^l ^00 (Misct^LI, Minjiani. a^'ii). 
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liin, a noble of Venice, fired hy patriotic enthu- 
|m. compares tlie condition of Venice with that of 
:r ItatJau cities, and cjcclaima : 

Avvcnlurala p^lriQ hi le oscure 
■(alicke cUtii HUE! qu!clQ ; 

licolb Cicco d'Arczzo, a poelaBlcr by profession, 
king in r^jaS, invites all *^ poetic souls" to sing 

praise* of ^'tanta donna," aa he cnlla Venice in 
jlcls composed in honour of the league between 
jrencc and Venice ^ ; and finally, Jacopo d'AIbizzotto 
idi sums up Lis cnLhusiasm in these words : 

Di liilti li«1ja> LonobardU a Toscini, 
ticoTido the ii v«do por eAetto 
Viao^a 6 U piti Qabllo e florrtJiB- 

Venice, paying little heed lo praise or blame^ calmly 
surely proceeded to follow out her dcsliny. 

MusizIicUit D'le Cfiin. Vfii.y p. Ck3- FlfLmiui. La liri«s toicuna del 
Itiifnto. p. 171^. Pi^a, l8^[ {Ternario a taade deW iiitia. $1^^''*^ ^ 
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WRITERS on Venetian history lament the aLsence 
of ajiy written law boforo iho hvelflh century, 
or at least that such lawa Imvo not come down 
to us. It ifl even uncorlam wlicllier at tliat dale we 
really have ihe earliest civil code in iho Capiioiare of 
llie Magistrato del Proprio} The Protnissione of the 
DogeOrio M astro pie ro, dated iiSi, ia, in tillo, contentSi 
and Bubjcct-tnatter, concerned with criminal law. It 
is certain, however, that a more ample penal and civil 
code waa compiled under the dogcahip of Enrico Dandolo 
(1195), though unlbrtunalcly not preserved to ns,^ 

At the opening of the thtrlccnth century the work 
of legislation becomes fuller and ricliern The Vice 
Doge, Uinieri Dandolo, in the absence of hia father, 
published, iii September, laoj, a new series of civil 
lawa and created the oITice of Giitdice dell Esaminudor. 
Pietro Zlani added others, notably m February, lai^, 
and in June, laa.^. Hia work was continued by Jacopo 
Tiepclo. who published important reforms of the civil 
coile in July, laaij. In Novemher, laSin ftnd in May. 
1^33.^ This brings us to laja, when the Doge Jacopo 

^ Fofoiripip Leiltratnra Ve^eiinnd. Lib. I. 

> Pertilon St. M Din'fta It., p. i53. Vol. 11, Pari fl. Torino, i8g3. 

' We golhcr ihis from iho eJtliou of tlio ujusI ■uciciit fi'-il elaiutoi 
Toconllj puLlJeLed bj Riccar4ti> PrcJclLi aaJ Eurico Dcr^Ea {iVrioi'a A'tlm-h 
Vpnrto, Ljijuvi wrjc. T. 1. ^\t. 1 artd it). DaU. lu tho ['rcfKO. ihroin 
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Tippolo collecled, srrangeJ. amiilified in pari and in part 
modified, ihat seri'^s of civil laws which bears ihe niiina 
of the Slaitilo Ve/ieto and forms llie atarling-ijoiut of 
organised legislation. In I33"i Tiepolo reformed ihe 
penal code as well. 

It cannot^ however, be denied that even earlier than 
the Slatiilo there mufil have existed special writlon laws. 
Tradllion, unsupported by dcM^urnenlary evidence, soya 
that Marcello, second of the three earliest Dogos, pro- 
mulgated sound and explicit laws,* But this tradition 
does not prove iheii" cjcisienco^ which cannot, as some 
would wish, be confirmed even by the privilege con- 
ceded in io{)5 to the people of Loreo tliat iheir causes 
fihould be tried by Venetian lex^"^ nor yet by the fact, 
also resting on documentary evidence, thai a certain 
Buono Orio, gasf'itdo of Torcello, heard a suit which 
arose in ioj)6 between the abbot and convent of Am- 
miana and a parish priest of that island per leffge e per 
sua setdenza.^ For as far as the piivdegc to the people 
of Loreo goes, it is not certain il' the word lex, as dis- 
tinguished from written law. referred to unwritten law, 
or even simply meant the practice of the courts*; 
ond as for the phrase per Icfjem el scnienliani jadicare, 
it has been justly observed^ that in the middle ages 
the word Uj^ wiis frequently used in a general sense to 
indicotc law and justice in Uic abstract, end might he 
synonymous with scnUntia or even with curia. All 
tiio same there arc not wanting documents to prove 

t Saudi. Prinripi, flc. clt., Lib. I. Cap, Vltl. 

V Fi'acDniii, Lib. I. 

■ CcccLclti, La Vila 4c i Vcneiiafti Jina al !200- VeQeiiB, 1870. 

t ScLupftr. Miiihiaie di St. dtl DiriHo II, p. 300. Cilli Ji Cafllelln, 
lfi(|5. BcbU. Unrico, it itiriiia f !e Itrjiji eivili tli Veneita Jiao at Dogado rH 
£aricit Dnpiiiflft, pp. 1^ uid 3i>, Vouu^in, ij^ou. 
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the nxiatenco of ^vntlcn law as early as tlie tenth century. 
For exiirnple we iiiid that in June, Q^io, the Do^e 
Pictro Candiano IV^ when inlroduehig legi&laLiou aguinst 
trailic in skvea, makes reference lo an earlier law of 
the Doge Orso I. Of the same dale we have laws for- 
hidding the transmission of Ictlera from Germany to 
Constantinople, and pi'ohibiting the export of anna or 
\^'Ood for ehiphuilding to lands owned by Lho SoraccnsJ 

It 19 of importance to note that the Cronac-a Allinato 
also gtvea U3 some positive informaiion ahout the state of 
the law in Ihe earlier period. There wc find it recorded 
that the Venetians drew Ihcir own pccuhar laws [Mrtly 
from Koman and partly from Sulic law, and that euJta 
were decided either hy cu&lom (conzu^tucUrie) or ujion 
documentary evidence, whether liolographic (cA/royro/b) 
or notarial (memorta(i). No one could be tried for theft 
eitcept upon dcnancialion by two credible witnesses. 
If found guilty lie lost an eye or ^ bniid ; if convicted a 
»econd lime he !r>st tlie other eye or hjud. Such senlencea 
Hwm to reveal the infueiice of Lombard or Frunkish 
eriminal procedure. Cust<^m an a source of law alwnys 
preserved gi'Ciit weight in Venice, more there, perhaps, 
than in any other Sute, and the StaMo itself recognised 
the right of custom to override the written law {^/esue- 
iwhne).^ We therefore find a number of works dealing 
with Venetian custom, of which the most renurkable is 
the Spleailor Venetonim ch'ilaiis co/isiietmUnuin. WTitt<^n 
by Jacopo Bertaldo, ducal chancellor iu i ujj8 unJ hisliop 
of Veglia in i3i4-^ 

1 Cfriiw. xxin «tHi \xiv. 

' Pfrtile, op. fii., YJ. n. Part II. p. Go. Sthnpier, op. cil.. p. S^i. 

* BerldMu'HifjjfrW^'-WDipubliilifld Tor tlio [inl lirno by Schupfi^r in i8c}5 
\o lho Bilfiifteta j\H-viiai medU ocui. m Iiosc cdUur ia Vnti. A.- GftudcrzL Cfr* 
DoaU. EutKU> Jacoptj Btitaith {f\a*jro Archlrh Vrneto. T. XIU, ^^ iog)< 
Aj > prccioiu moDLuaiiDL of macient YflD«tiui Itvr, Xh6 glouei brieOj 
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Sandi, wlien rehearsing a long ond varied Bories of 
lawB wlncli were in force in early timoa in Itoly^ is at 
pains to prove thol written law existed in the carlieet 
centuries,^ l^o may accept liis contcnlion if for no 
other reason save tLio fact that the islands were beyond 
doubt in touch wilU^the Eastern Empire. There does 
not exist, nor has there ever existed, on or^nifiod 
assemblage of human beings without lawe, and there- 
fore it is imposBiljle to believe that the law waa not 
embodied in public acts, even in the primitive con- 
stitution of Venice, We have seen the condition of the 
early refugeoB wlio settled in tlio lagoon islands. The 
inhabitunlB of the ruined Roman colonics must have 
brought with tliem not only Roman civilisation, but 
Roman law and tlie intimate knowledge of Roman in- 
stitutions. Neither the jealousies, dieeorda, nor internal 
feuds which follo\ved avail to demonstrate either a state 
of anarchy or even tbo absence of law, for similar 
episodes are common to the history of every race. It 
appears then that we are justific^d in concluding that the 
task of reorganising civil jurisdiction con have been 
ncittier long nor arduous, and that Ihe written law of 
Venice most have heim of ancient date, based in pari on 
Roman or Byzantine laws, end, as regards the criminal 
side, on the Lombard and FrnnLish codes. As far aa 
Roman law ia concerned, there are two questions which 
we must keep carefully aj>art : did Roman law enter as 
the creative elemcnl in Venetian jurisprudence, or had 
Roman law qua Roman law a direct oulliority as common 
law — that is lo eay, as the law to which recourse was 
had when the law of the country was silent? Taking 

notkod bj Be^U \a the Afli del R. hiHuta Vetuta. Sot, VU. Vol, Vlfi, 
duorve itkcnlioD- 

» Lib. I, C*p. VlHi Lib. 11, Cap, IX. 
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lIiQ lattdr poinl Crsl. it is uorLiin that Roman h\v had 
net lliat jjosition in VcnicG, wbcro aL lUc moat it 
enjoyed a tlicorctical auLhorily — that is lo Bay, that 
Venetian judges would doublleaa toko into higliesl 
considei-ation the prlnciplca laid down by Homan 
jurials whenever they were called u])on lo fil! gaps 
in tho code or in tlie custom by the hglit of thcit 
own inlclli^Duce.^ As regnrda llio other [loinl, beyond 
all doubt tho Lasia of Venetiati Jaw was to a large 
cilcnl Roman law. UcrUldo (p. 3u) declares llmt in 
Venice yur« co/amimia ei U^fcs a taliuU co'tsacUifiifiihus 
tlcrivata, i3ut tlicjc arc olhcr clcmenb lo tuliO into 
account, elements from wliich that eccond great fountain 
of Venetian low — custom — drew iu nutriment. There 
is the UyzanlLnc source, whicli led Ucrtaldo to say Ofoncs 
coiisududincs vcnciae - . . a'jrccorumfonfU/usderimlae 
(p. 52); iiiere are tbc souiccs* Lombard, prankish, 
ItarbariuD iti short, wliich left Lticir trace on tlic penal 
Icf-islalion* — and more especially 011 many branchea of 
private jurisprudence, BJid ivbieh sLand out in the 
lilies of Lcrliiiu oflicers, eudi a» llie fjnslntiHinnl tlio itiwni 
annufti^ who wem HNsessors lo lliu judges'' : lastly ihri-e 
was the canonical source, intrudueed mainly by the 
action of the biBliopa and prelates, who look a »lmrc in 
the political aod legislalive life of the Stale.* Fi'orn all 
this we limy naluridly cimelude t!ial a special jurispru- 
dence existed and llouE-ifilied, and tliis w<; (ind m various 
igea culled Venetian law. 

PutUcH f^. cll.. Vol II, Piri n. $ 63, p. 67, inJ g 58, p. iflo, 

* BmIIh Enrico, -Vi'""'' P^' '* *^' '^"^ ''■''- f^"- '**' do'jndo urn. [nnrm,'i ai 
S2^2 (in Fifoii^jtri di}l ca.i|ig-io i3<j-). it. Q, pii^ini) Tim Kurdi of tLfl 
Cruflflot AUi'taie. — da rwnaaa atrftra ji« Jfl pu^ica (Crmicii) iruxtria\i /e^cm* 
— tt**o nu Jcubl oil ll": p<jiiit- 

* Pprtilc- n[i. ciL, Vol. It, Pnrl I, % 55. p. aiA- 

* ftcrtta. EdH^o. H d'wikio e \t (eijyi cti,, «to^, p. IK). 
mu. 1 — 7 
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The absence of written law is hardly more deplorable 
tliiin the ahj^ciK'C of all documentary evidence as lo the 
Bcveral Iiranclies of tlie law prior lo the tenth century. 
Prort>i]nd diirknens reigns over the early years. But 
if, with Ihc help of documents of the eleventh and 
tweUUi centuries, we can reconstruct an organised 
system of law, it is ckiir lliat on aggtoinenilion of 
people in a growing and progressive community could 
not have held together during the preceding centuries 

— in whicli we find them making foreign treaties and 
(Lending out flpots even as far hack, as the eighth century 

— unkss they had had lo guide lliem a code lliat waa 
hoth ll]ced and written. 

Let ua now take a few facts which will enable us lo 
form a judgment as to the nature of these laws and 
of their practical applicalion in the civil and criminal 
jurispnidL^iice of Venice.^ The rebtioiia behvecu tl»e 
govennnciit and the governed were from the very first 
botli fre(|ueiitQn{l iiiLimaLe. In Llie elevcrith und tw^lflh 
centuries we have notice}^ which prove that justice waa 
adminislered in public, in ihc inid?4t of the people, over 
whom the great ones {riifigijiorenti) presided, it is true, 
but from among whom they called up to the bench one 
or more siinple freemen lo sit along with the judges. 
IT tliat were su in the eleventh and twelfth centuries 
we have every reason to believe that a like procedure 

^ iL IE inlcreiling' la hoEd ihiL all ancicTil dof'il^, even private orxu, tn 
drawn up hy ni>Uniib, alEn'>i4 as UiDuglL ibD nuthurit^ of thu Iniv wbs rco^ 
nisoJ a9 8U|>orJcir lo llio AiilLoriij of lUo ifTincc. The PromUihne ai UtaUJicw 
Dihis ia tlio notariiit avU of PuliTuiiiiia dd. Puzen (Muri'ti. i i8i. luJ. XV. 
BislluJ. In llm Rojjtl KoltriuL Arfhivos, among aniij fornu of noLarial 
ictt, V0 liivo fuuTiJ 4 tinp.iLar cnc. Un A|itil i&, i:i'A^t a wuman ii 
eKCommiiniralcd fur nol lia^Jiig miiiDUincJ iho vow of cLanliljr wLlth 
ihc vt/UiulariLy luul. 'f1iQ iKiLfirid a[;L u drqmi u^ in Itiuxa epactrpijUjM 
ripatn tU ai' Barb^ni al Cablollo. 
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obUlned m tLc earlier centuries, aiid possihly wi'tli 
cveii wider Giilliorily for the people. The piimiLive 
procedure for the adminiHtnilioti of justice was tlicrcforo 
very simple- Under ihc oprn gky, or hI Ica.st in a 
ploee opcfi to all comers, putjiic alTmrs were handled^ 
tliu judges having ns witnesses of tlieir acts the free air 
of heaven antl ihe clamouring [U'csenco of the populace. 
Such we hcliove was the melliod of procedure down lo 
llie time when llie first documents begin to tlirow a ray 
of light upon events, and eiud^le us to make an inductioa 
as to earlier procedure from the facts of later procedure. 
After the year looo the Doge and his councillors ad- 
ministered justice, someliinea in the courtyard of the 
palace (corfis pfitatti), which was the UEual meeting- 
place of popular aBsemhlies^ someUtnes on the site of 
the properly in dispute, Bomclimos in a church. The 
Bworn evidence of parties was admitted in the ahscncd 
of oral or documentarj' ovidcnco.* As a matter of fact, 
in 1 100 the Doge Vitale Michiel, at the instance of a 
certain Slefanla, widow of o Lnporeni and married lo 
a Berobo, calls on her to bring evidence of her crciht 
fcjr her dower against the heirs of her first husband, 
Stefania appeared in court with her aurctiea and ud- 
impeachable witncflsesH proved her claim, and the Dogo 
Etiinaclf, with his judges as asseesore, pronounced sen- 
tence, placing her in posscsAion of lands and houses the 
property of her lafc husband. But the heirs of Bcmho 
refusing to surrender this real estate, pcrhops on the 
plcfl that it was merely fiuhjcct lo a lieu, and ^tefania 
having received no compensation of any kind, a fresh 



J About q5o the tilbe tti wit introduced. Some jcan later cortun 

cilineTit ivEfre cnttod upon lo pay Itiis Ici ; Lhoy rworo ihvy bad [piul it ipd 
wiiCD relctseU- lliii fiovo* iLit hd oaLh wu ucc^Lcd u fuU proof. 



loo VEMCE m THE MIDDLE AGES 

Buit arose ^\1licU was settled Ly llio adjiidicntioa to 
Slefania of a fixed sum m cash, after a careful ca- 
IJmatc Imd been made of tlic wliolo valiio of the 
property in dispute. Here the procedure^ Lhoagh not 
quilo clear from the documents, auflicicntiy proves 
that the proceedings werc rcgubr and judicial in 
form. Tlic ■\viJow Luparoni oppcars in court, ofTers 
proof in support of LuT plea, und juJgmcnt follows 
the law. Why the losing side did not submit to tho 
Qret sentence and surrender the real estate wo cannot 
say. unless it be, as wc have already conjcclured, that 
the question was rather one of a lien on the property 
than of the property itself, and tliat the defendants 
eougUt to dischorgn tho lien by ci cash payment,^ 

Another Doge, Domenico Micliicl (tiaS), went lo 
the Campo San Zaccario and there, in tho preaenco 
of the parties ond assisted by a judge and some pro6t 
viri, eslablishcd the terms of an accord between a 
certain Bonaldi and the abbess of San Zaccaria. who 
had been sued for the occupation of a tract of land in 
the very campo where llie court was sitting. But 
some years later, cither because the abbess bad failed 
to fulfil the terms of the accord, or for some other 
reason, Denaldi again sued her. The court again met 
in tbo campo, and the judge called on the abbess to 
produce her titles to the land. She said she could not. 
as they were burned. iJonahh wos then called on 
to produce his titles and put in a wilt of one of bis 
ancestors, Aller reading and examining this doeu- 
ment, the judge declared Bonaldi the owner in fee 
simple of the Land,^ a judgment summary hut just, 
as it was based on the legal pL'oof of an unimpeachable 
document. 

1 CeedieUL, op. oit ' Ibid., ibid. 



THE LAWS 



toi 



"Wo musl nolicG two documonls of legal atteslalion 
and of testimony ; one dated 1072, in which Domcnico 
IlosBO dcclarGS liimfi^'lf to have been tho witness of iho 
conBignment of a certain c|uanLily of alum to Domcnico 
Scrzi, who, it aeems, denied tlie receipt when sued by 
another Rosso. ^ The second document is dated iof)S ; 
in it Martino Velulo, priest of San Procolo, dcckres 
himself G witness in a suit about a hetige which was 
encroaching on anolhc?r'3 property-^ 

In addition lo a sentence of the Doge Pietro Polani, 
dated ii4o, in favour of a widow Gnidenigo of Sanli 
Apostoli, for rOfilitution of her dower,* our attention ie 
specially called to a document of April, ioS6/ whereby 
a certain Paolo Salamon of Bialto gives to a certain 
Domentco Pantalco, also of lliallo, a receipt for a 
nuQiber of documcnlB relating to title in a certain prop- 
erty. Tho vendor, not Uio purchaser, in case of subse- 
quent dispute of title, ^vas called on to et»tahlish his 
title ; this title was suhsequcuLly disputed and the vendor, 
not the purchafiefH was called on to make it goorh The 
vendor at the act of sale consigned to tho purchaser 
tho proofs of title, but ho had the right lo receive them 
back, if ho required thorn, within a fixed dale, aiier 
which attack on title waa prescribed. 

We must also record a renunciation of rights over 
real estate made in September, io6i, by a prioat, Iho 
vicar of San Zuliano,* and a mortgage elTccted in ri 76, a 
perfectly clear and explicit document, by which Carlolla 
di San ZuUan receives in loan from Giovanni llie dyor 



1 ^en. in Appcndii^ DociimcniA D. Atti Ciwldioi (n- T)> 

■ ftiJ-(». III). 

• Arch, di Siflln. Dorix^i fd A»i Ji/J.B' B- 

* Arcb^ dl SUtii. \rcU- di Sun Ztrram. 
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twenty soldi Venefi for eii monlhs ; for ihia sIjo Ja to 
pay four sol'U, end aho givers as Bccurily the Tkoodcn 
Loueo in which sho dwolls.* Reraarkablt* loo is a deed 
of sale of land niadc by Fclico Moro, paiish priost of 
San Salvaloro. a century earlier, thai is, in July of 
1078, which dcBcrvoa otlcntion for its legal fornri and 
for various contingencies which it foresees and provides 
for^; also a discharge for legacies devised hy a certain 
Giovanni Fcrrario in favour of Ihc priest Fiorcnzo 
Bragadin in May, loBS,** noteworthy on accoant of 
its early date and for the regularity of its wonling. 

We might cite many other cases to prove the 
existence of deeds of succession to, of surrender, or 
sale of property, of riglits in the soil and hens over it, 
of leases, invcstilurea, mortgages, hurdens ; a whole 
armoury of documents, in short, referring to h. juris- 
prudence which, considering its date, was clearly well 
organised. Justice was administered by judges, coun- 
cillors, tribunes, gastaldi, delegates, rlpart, constables, 
juries, and notaries,* and allowed quite clearly how 
di'Cp its roots had struck. We are, therefore, authorised 
to ofhrm iJiat down to the time when Venice lw.ieame a 
frcR and independent Stale, civil law was sumdeully 
well developed in its four great branches, — rights of 
individual* and families, rights of property, rights of 
contract, and rigliLs of succession. 

As to the righta of persons in the eye of lite law, our 
notices are very seaEity previous to laoo. The idea nf 
association, of a cor|>oratc life, was more fully developed 

■ Sec DocumcDts E, Formt di itoc\iineitti {a. III). 

t Ibid. (n. IT). 

i U-ia. (n.l). 

* The Staluta annonano ot iLo Dugo Efbi^tUo Ziani {ii*j2) dIichh xn 
iavfl. mogi^lrolrv, juilj^nsH procurilorB £bci1, iKiaiUTji oOicDra^ nil Qouri^- 
iDg in UiB In'plfUi ccnlurj. 
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m tho rclipotiH than in tlie civil i^orl<l; and n^ oUpd 
Lappuns* ecclesiastical inHLltuLiona gnve Lo llic Inily tti6 
type for tlie constiliilion of llieir corjioratn lifc.^ Nor 
can we lie sur|inst'il lluit in Venice, as wl^II aa in other 
parts of lUilj'^ the Roman concept pure niul simple 
of a coq>urate body recognised by the taw and quita 
distinct from ila component memh(*rs slionid liave un- 
dergone noUihle modi Pica lions » dutr, possibly, lo the 
inlluence of barbarian law, Lombard or Frank. 

As regard* the individual in hia corporalo aspect, if 
we begin with the lowest social grade we Beo tliat the 
condition of slaves was far from hard, and ccrlainly 
was not to be compared to the condition of the partci 
in Cyprus, or the servenleris of Crete, of the men of 
the masnada or the mnrtsi. ^ Although the slavo in Venice 
cerUiinly passc^d into the dominion of his purchaacrf who 
looked on him as a clmtlel. res sua propria,^ glavca 
retained a certain personality ; they could approach the 
tribunals, tlioy enjoyed tho rights of family, and had 
the power to enter into conlmcta, to acquire, and to 
possess.* Manumission became more and more fre- 
quent, either on the death of the owner, wlio freed Iiia 

' Beitt. Kntieo. II dir. e ft leggi €h.. eta., p. 6?. 

■ Luiri. V,, Del tmjfiir*i f deiU eonifUhni de^ti irhiavi in VfT\£;ui a^i Umpi 
lit rv:ro (lilUctlL rfi Stir. It., Vol, 1, p, as. Torino, iStia). Clbrarlo, 
Deitu BchiazitU e del tcroa^f^ia, c\a. MILaui?, i5(l^-Gg. 

' In h list oT efTpcU (^ehrfsr^) in Urn Chorttaaeria di Mhiitrr SttfiA!ia]i 
Bv*i*>or, mfLflr mOntiODtng b?d»tPaJe, bnnfmg^, tiiJpbci3nI«i Jamjin, Me., 
llirco sIlYW are PDlcrtJ, I^nrcciia. Ettn-. tirfmajnivta, app'^saaitc dutati l&O 
(Arch- Tiat-. Ft^rraUn a pirrte. AUi Anrlpp^ln Oisliano, i3i)0), 

< BflHtan Knricn^ II *iir. c f^ Iry^i fit'.. pl<:., p. 5u- Sbi p« wfra not 
willimit proUclion frum Iho low o\on for trininn injurioai wo maj riln 
a cjrious iiiem(^le . in Mij, tZju, ■ CTUm .\iJloniQ Avoaol tiui (•laio- 
bcllo, a Unncr, Amiiud llicniBf'TvPi bjr jimkir^ vUh d long pin ilitr aUvn 
who piE^ hj on iWr wqv lo >i^|Pi:rH aL S.iiriL Mh^rL's- The Jir^l gut 
Ibred moutbt *a\ \hc KCOnJ livo in Uio prisouA cutli-il Jic P-3;:L CccdictU^ 
La daima rvf ntaiiivw a Vttie^ui (Ank. VemfUt, T- XX.XI. |>- dg). 
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slaves in liia w!ll. or by simpio forma such as carlufae 
ULertatis or pnginae teslamenli. U is in ha roLcd that 
in tlje lat^r years the pre-JuslinJan foimulaa often sur- 
vived in tlie cariiilne.. ihoiigli void of ini."[iriiiig. For 
example, it would be slalcd ibut the slave '* inter 
liberos vadat cam omnibus lieredibus libere quocinnquc 
ei piacuerita modo in anlea civosqne elficiiitur rnrnattus 
ita quod nvillus cum amplina nuck'Eit serviiutia vinculo 
subjug-are/'* The mamiiniUed form a social class 
above the Hlavea but below the freemen. 

Both tbc persons snd the property of foreif5nera were 
adequately protected in Venice even if no special treaties 
on ti»e subject emlod between the Republic and foreign 
States, and often in spite of the absence of reciprocity, 
at least in the twelfth century.' For example, tbero 
is no trace of tlie right of aubaine, A Venetian who 
failed to satisfy the just claims of a fonnsecas was ipso 
facto declared a'fdklns to the stronger (Promissione del 
Masfropiero, § d), and foreigners were even allowed lo 
acquire real property.* Venelian subjects abroad enjoyed 
tbe protection of the Republic. Wo have an example 
in a document dated Piaa> July i3, 1117, where we 
find the estimate of the property of a Gradcnigo. wbo 
had died in Pisa, and tlic consignraenl of the cirects to 
the Venetian envoy resident ibere.* In onotficr docu- 
ment, of iiiio, we find that a Ziani, delegate of the 
Doge at Constantinople, was appointed arbitrator to dia- 
aotve the partnership in a commercial concern between 

' Cfsla, Enrito, U dir- e U Jrijgi rrV-, vlt.., ji. E5. 

^ The rmirt fur Hoilfl bvLtvt>CD VcncLianfl iiiff foTDigncn Wu tlko Ma^is- 
irata tiel Foictlier, of oilrrmply ancicnl Jilo. In l^'i^ thfl ^(igisUata dill 
PtlLiotv win cTCdLcJ |u dudi willi jMsLilioDB prGwntoi bj VcuvUuift luid 
forei^GfB alike, 

■ Reslfl, Knrico^ // dir.. elc, pp. 66-70. 

4 BiLL Maro.^ Cod. Jit., U. KJV, d. LSXI. 
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Enrico Jubiano of Murano and Roimondino Donno 
of San Biogio.' 

As rega[-Js family rigliU tlic Slate look into con* 
Ipmplation molrimony, Imt only in its legal aspect. 
k^aving to tli4; CLiurcli all disripltTiary jiiriMliction, as 
being wilhin Uie ccL'lcsiu»lical provinrc. Tbcru wag 
no community of goods LcLweni busbanj and wife, 
lor Venice prescrvcil more complclcty tban elsewbcre 
ibo Roman syslrm of tbo dowrr. But in some cast^a, 
if tliG woman uisbcxl to entt?r into contract or to act[nira 
riglils, tlie huftband'a consent was necessary* ipxo viro 
meo ronsenrientf. so run ccrliiiri dcc/ls of gift.* 

]n Venico tiie doctrine nf llii* pntrin poleslas was less 
rigidly enforced iban elsewhere, although it was not 
confined to tbe period of minority. CUildren who 
shared the family hfo of their father were considered 
almost as co-proprielors in ifie family belongings, and 
in cases of alienation of family property it was the rule 
to recite llieir namc^ olong with those of their parents,* 
Sons emerged from \\\q fd'mlis sabjcclio in virtue of a 
public deed; daughters Ipso jure on marriage.* TIiq 
question of tutelage was provided for by law.* 

To pas3 now lo the rights of property- Real properly 
undoubtedly ranked above personalty in the eye of iho 
Itiw, provided that it lay within l.lic confinea of the State. 
The right of preference in favour of relations, partners, 
ond neighbours in oil cases airecling real properly wns 
undisputed. The theory of a domin'tam emincnsr vested 

1 Atffh- di Sutfi, DnaiH td Aiti dipl.. B* 5. 

' Spa Iho Jonil ci jfl-ifl oioctilfMl bj n Slotlslo in fnvoitr nf Iho citiirrb 
v( Son Fclico in AiuniiiinD (\n;b, di SIqId, Arcli. Kut,, Aiti itumpldot 

^ D«li, Enrifo, H fHf. g la Uj^i chf., flic-, p- 7&- 

* JbUl.p iLid., jip. ifi, ^a. 
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in the Dogo or iho State, over all unoccupied lands, 
waa accepted. Tho right to cuUivnlc Lhcm rccpiircrd 
permisaioa from the Doge, who in return for leave to 
occupy* and as a recognition of superiority, received 
es konorancia some small fine. 

The person who reclaimed from tlic aca a tract of 
land became its legal owner. It is clear, therefore, 
that even in the tenth century the rights of property 
were well orgoniscd. During the eamo period we hnd 
deeds of sale and purchaac, the juridical theory and 
formulaa of wliich are allied to those of later limes and 
arc afiiliated to the theory and formula of Roman law. 

A deed of sale, dated io3t,^ concluded between a 
certain Giovanni Vcncrlo Belli and Martino Bianco 
and Orsone Nadal. and affccling lands lying in the 
district of Chioggia, drawn np hy Domenico, priest 
and notary, contains a clause hy wliicli the purchaser, 
in case of eviction, had a claim lor improvements made 
in the subject. A clause which reveals a Just appre- 
ciation of rights- 

Another deed of purchase and sale, dated Dccemher, 
io88f' concludcfl hctwcen a second Giovanni \enerIo 
Bolli and cerUiln co-proprleLors of a Imcl of land at 
Chioggia, ^le vendors, and Domenico Gmdenigo, the 
purchaser, records the boundanca and llic hunluns of 
tlie properly, and fitipulales for the paymoul of five 
pounds in gold in ease of eviction. In io^f) we have 
a deed of legal donolinn*^ granted hy Maria Juhiaiii, 
wilh the consent of her liushand, lo Giovanni Stofctno 
Juhtar!, her relation, affecting a trad of family property 
in the island of Luprio. declaring that II is trunsferred 

' Soo Appendix, DocnmcnlB F, Tcrreni iwftduli e Mditii (n. I), 
^ Aicli, di Slato. Aidi. Sdd Zsccarln. Eilcre, D* >^. 
■ IbiJ-< ibid,, Stabltt dwcni in Vcji/niti. B' 7. 
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lo tlio said Giovanni, nulla penifa ciyjtnh ani madenh 
vel ritn infcrenfe, with full and froe ngUl of possi?saion 
io tlie donee and hia heirs, and cniUaining ileacri|ilioii 
of boundarios and other particulars corre*^ ponding to 
a just and pnidcnl appreciation of tlio law. 

Leases of land, either on fcu-duly or rent, -w&tq 
common; they were rarely perpetual, the usu:il leira 
being twenty-nino years, a length of Icaso adopted ia 
many oLhcr porta of Italy, and designed to avoid riglits 
of proscription. For example, there extets a deed of 
January, 1098 M it is a leaae on rent* granttxl for 
twenty-nine years hy tho Monastery of San Giorgio 
Maggiore, hy wtiitdi it places Vitalc di Pcllcatrina in 
possession of a tract of Innd at PcUestrino, on an annual 
rent of three Veronese soldi and a pair of fowls, to he 
paid each Martinmas. The land was improved and the 
rent raised to a third of its annual product or its equiv- 
aleni in coin. Venetian documents cf the eleventh and 
twrlflh centuries record various burdens on land, aucli 
as the right of way, the right of lauding, the right of 
dminage, eta.* 

An inlerrsling document of August, 1087,' drawn up 
by the notary Domenico, a clerk in flialto, iu virtue of 
which the partners in a wliarf on the itiland of Lupria 
invite another of their partners, a Foscari, lo lake his 
tliarc in the construction of a hunk, shows ua by the 
midtiplicity of its reeiprLK.al stipuLitions that even iben, 
iu order to avoid fuluro divergences, mutual undt'r- 
stiindings were made iiiUi legally binding deeda. 

For the nisl, possession was well protected against 
molestation or violence, even if ihesQ wero exercised 

' Sob A-ppcndix, DociimcuU F (n^ ![}> 

' Bc^Lfl. Eiiricjt II <iir. e L' Injiji civ., etc.. f. 117. 

■ \n.h. di tiULo, Arch, ili San Zaccuia, !ita(nU ^iivrti in Vthtiia, B* ^. 
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by the proprietor himself* on the principle Uiol no one 
may take tlic law into his own hands* The aulhor 
of the assault was called upon to givo aurcty that ho 
would for the future abstain from all violence (Jbrciam)^ 
Procedure in such ca?C3 was aummary.^ 

Transfer of properly waa secured and published by 
the syslcni known as ifivesHtioncs.^ In tlie law of 
coiitracla more than elsewhere, we find that the foun-' 
Jatinn of Venetian law ia lioman law, modified by 
Byzanline law, from wbicli undoubtedly came tfte large 
use of penalties cstoblishefl hy the deed Itself (jterie con- 
vertziurtali) ; even the Greek word Tr^dfrrt/ioy (praslt- 
munt) found its way into the lagoons." Other forms of 
security were the pledge {jje^no), surety {Jiilciiwisionc 
or jilc^nria). which assumed the eiLernal appeamnce 
of the Lombard vaflid, and in Venice even went by 
that name ; in proof whereof a bretfiarium iestatuiti ei 
roborahim was erected in formulas thai we gather from 
a deed of January. ir^tS.* 

Wc may cite a deed of pledge which a certain 
Scaranto of Lesser Cbioggia, acting as surety for a 
cerhiin Stania, caused to Lc drawn up hy the notary 
and suhdeacon Trtbuno.'^ This deed, vthicli is dated 
October, io8t, sets forth timt Stania hound himself 
to assign tliree salt-pans and two-thirds of a vineyard 
as security to Momri. a monk of Sun Giorgio, on tlie 
understanding thnt if Stania failed to fulfil hia obli- 
gations the monastery should have the right to enter 
on tliG properly as freeholders ; on the other hand the 



^ B»li. Enrico, loe. rli., p. lai. 

* Ibid., ihlA., pp. is^-i^G. 
' Ibid,, ibid., p. 1^3, 

* Cil. lU lln*la, ibitl.> p. \^^. n. 3. 

* Arcb. di SUti), Uaiiinarlc. ^oh (ji^irgin Mi^giora, 
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monasl[!ry pledged itself to receive as a monk a son 
of Slofiia and to dishurse Ills dower or entrance tec of 
one luuidred dti/iarl maucusL^ 

It is obvious Ihat very early in Uic liist^^rj of 
Venice business transaction a regarding commerce, and. 
especially niaritimt! tnillic. must liavc been well devel- 
oped. Of this nulure was lUc/oenas naai'icum, (advance 
on liotlomry), wfiidi iriciy be ccunnart^d witli wliat the 
Venctiaiia called a contrachis jmr jliiern^^ aucfi, loo, were 
tbe coltigartllae, wbicb espoctally rcfcned to over-sea 
trade. These constituted tbe contracts known elsc- 
wberc as conlralii di cornmpuda, and in Venice were 
sometimes called commendalio. On this special subject 
tliG Venetian documents ore earlier than any otbera in 
Woalern Europe, some even dating back beyond tbe year 
1000.3 r'urtbermore doeunicnis prove tbEit the system 
of iEiGurance was of very ancient date in Venice, 

If wc consider the steady progrcfls of Vcnetion navi- 
gation il is clear that alnioi^L fi'om the very btrlb of tbe 
Ucpubltc navigation laws musl liave existed, A cua- 
lomary nautical code, analogous to tbe Greek code, 
known £ta tbe fa]sc code of IVIiodes, dating from llie 
cigblb century* whereby Ibe parties interested in nuviga- 
lion endeavoured to guard tliemselvcs against the grave 
mkB of aca tralfic, fusing in a single person tbe owner 
and the captain, was eerlLiinly adopted at Venice. But 
very soon tbe development of trade called for more 
definite regulations, and hence we get the compania de 
na\3€^ which included the owner of the ship and the 



^ A goli] nr KiKer coin in ronimon ii«g in \\\e oiiiLh, Leoth, awJ elevsriLh 
canlurief. Hi value vui^ Irom LimQ Id limv. 
> Bcsla. Knrico, Idc, ell., p, i56, 

Vtnfftfi {AtU dfl a. ftt. V>fl-, 18^(5 li^. T- LIX, f[k i gL wtj.j. 
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owner of the cargo, who joined in council wtln Ine 
navigalmg ofTiccT (^nocelnero), ihe supercargo (presltihr), 
the stGVG*iore (ju^nrsf), ami olhor 8lii|)"s ofllccj^s.' Thus 
iheiT! aprajig ii^t local TmuLtcal legisblion. which would 
of itself prove ihiil the Veneliaiis did not accept the 
Co/isolafo del Mtirej even if such an assertion hod not 
already been demonstrated on oilier grounds lo he folse- 
Tlic Venetians, basing tliemsclvcs on their own secular 
traditions, began to develop a nautica] code of their 
own, and here again, as in every other department, we 
find them taking the load among the Slates of Italy ^ ; 
and in fact in the ancient treaties with the Prince of 
Antiocli (i 1G7) and with the King of Armenia (1:101) 
we have record of nautical and mercantile legislation 
and of a Tnaritime j/w Ve/iefum. In the Promissione at 
Afal€jicio{iiSi), wliich contains several clauses alTccling 
nauticaJ matters, distinct mention is made of an ancient 
local code of navigation laws; and in the Capitolare 
NaiiHco of the Doge Pictro Ziani (1337),* we find in 
compendium the regulations which in laag were de- 
veloped in the firty-lwo chapters of the Sfalufi of Jacopo 
Tiepolo, and in ia5o» by tiie Doge Rinieri Zono in his 
code, divided into one hujidrod and lAvenly-ninc chapters 
entitled Staliila ei ordinameiita super nmnbus et cliis 
llijnh, rendt^red complolo and binding by a decree of 
the Great Council in ia83> 

1 SdfanJoti iind Prfldetli, GH Siatitii Morkt'ohi VfW.:'iaa\ firm al 12^. 
(iVtioio AffA. VeHr. Duova ktIb. T. TV, pp. ii3 ol ecq.) 

> Sctop»» St. dctia Irg'ai Util., Vol. I, p. iGi^ 

' OrJuwmcnW sufief aaor-niitiopr. c'iikotwi\o ct sUvitiDne n^ii^tiin fT^!arcL 
m. 1557J Cipituiare !\amam in iLe Liirr Plet^ior-utn (cfr. SRccrdo(i 
utd Pred£>lli, cU). 

* TiflpoloS Slatatit N'i\iii(o vas prinLcJ In 1.I77 0s an Bppcudic to \htt 
Slatulo Citiie m btu'edqI Vi?[ii?LiaD dJaJi?ct, prinLed iij FiJippo di Plrro- ll 
vat Tepiibli&beil in llie diliimiiE of the SUliitet dulfA ifnyj aud iS^S, 
Zeno'i coJ^ wu Itiba forlunaLo. It a^pcarod m fragrncaLanr fortn In \hM 
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Tills code Is lliG oldest cloc^umE^iit defiling w!lli t,lie 
ruiidaineittal rulus of iiiarLiiiiio l^w and iiEivigalion ; 
provision is mado in rpy^ird to hallujit. iivcnii^ps, crew, 
cargo, armament, victualling and finding of ships, ships' 
measurements, and so on. Il is to 1>^ nottjJ that at 
Venice, at least as early as llio twelfth eentury, tlieja* 
mmfvagii waa alemly repressed, first by Orio Mastropiero 
ill 119(3 and liicn by ibo criminal code of Tiopolo. 

Lot us turn now to oxamino the right of succession, 
a point of gi-cat importanec, as tho legislation on tho 
subject revcala tho influence of Byzantium. The 
legitimate lino of fiucccssion passed first through de- 
scendants, then through asc<?nJants. then llirougli col- 
laterals, finally tlirough other relations by blood or by 
alliance, among whom were counted children separated 
from the family, and their descendants,* Women were 
placed in subordinate grade. Daughters, after receiving 
their dower, bad no further claim on the paternal estate. 
Widows, however, aliarcd with eone, and if llicy Lad 
brought with them a dower exceeding one hundred and 
twenty-five hre. Ibey were by custom allowed, under the 
title of grostfia or pelticcia vidiiatis. to exact an augracn- 
tdllon of their dower in proportion to the sum they had 
brought into tlie family. Great liberty in the devising 



fiflaenlh (^eniurj (for eramplo in the Capitahrg detla Corte tJ^IV EsamiMBflor). 
Itiil it w»* Dijj ifUf Iho U]Jsf of iivD conluric* thai it wna dUiOVDroJ in lU 
inli?^Uj in a roHoi belonging to tlio Qujrliil family' It is pow in tha 
fialWlitm ofllitf Quiriiii ^liir]L|igTla rciu|i«!aLinEi. Tlii^. huwGVur, in tint dio 
oDicLbI lC!il Tli4l is lo ha toiiiiA id Uie It. Ai^bhio di Veni^UBaiifl Im novi 
buvn pulilliJjflJ fur tLe Gr*l limo in ibc Auoya Arehith Vmeta bj Socordoli 
iiij PrtduLli. lu Zupd'b uodg a wiw forelliou^ht pro^iJet fur all lIiaI 
Diijr coucem rominDrcfl ind naingBtiori, from Ulo povtcrt of brtjuti, duffs^ 
f«ruE|fe3, reclofe* to lh« Ha:!alaFa, iho ^AUglng of tbips» tbo duLJoe of tbo 
ciplEun Hid of iho crew, nnJ rcgulntioiia u lo bolluL, aversgot, priiet, 

I BDblD> Ennco, It dir. * U l^'jttu^, tie-, pp, ^ oi loq- 
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of Ilis pmpcrly waa left to the testator, partly owing to 
LIic fjut tlml Venetian law al>aniloned aomc oi" Uie cbar- 
acten?<tio axioms of [loman law. aa for example Uial the 
will iUc\£ muBL consliluk; tlic heirs: partly because 
Venciliiin law did not adopt tbe Imitation introduecd by 
ibii TL'utonic codes- On tlic oUier hand, Teutonic ideas 
account lor the frequent appointment of teslimcntary 
esecutoi"a or commissarL It was a common occurrence 
for the husband to malLe liberal piuvision for the ^ife, 
but usunlly on condition that she remained a widow. 
There was almost always a h'gacy lo some eliurch or 
congregation or pioua institution. If ihe sons, as often 
happened, remained, united alW the decease of tlieir 
father, thai created the so-called compania fralerna. 

Seeing how well organised the civil law waa, w© 
cannot beUeve that the government did not make wise 
provision for the punishment of crime. Such a mixed 
population as that of Venice called for a vigilant eye 
and a firm hand to prevent or lo punish tumuli, which 
might easily bi*eak out, and to guarantee the integrity 
of properly and of persona. 

In the Promtssio/te al Mahficio of tba Dogo Orio 
Moslropiero (ii8i)we find a grcal aimilarily of punish- 
mcntfl to thoBC recorded in tho Cronaca Altinate for 
an earlier period, The murdororwas hung^; homicide, 
according as it waa prcuncditated or insidious (velcno), 
met with different penaltiee. In the first case, tho culprit 
shared the fate of the aefiassin and was bung, a certain 
sum WDB deducted from his property for tho benefit of 
the heirs of bis victim, and a further sum went lo tho 
government as a fine. If, on the other hand, death' 

i TliE Craanta nf Glovflrni niacono (p. ttfi) rflcnnU that In Sfii Dogo 
Orsii handed Iliu Iud as^astins of Ihc BiaLop of TorcoUoi one an Iho bauLa 
of Iho ^iLt>. Uio oilier DOar TorcDLJo. 
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woa causcJ l>y poison, Itic culprit ivns condemned eillipr 
tn llic gyllows or to tlic pyre l if the poisoning ended 
tini in deatli but in luna of reason. Lliree punislLmenU 
were itpplicftlilo. a^^L-oiding to iUf. groviLy of Uie cwse, — 
lilt! loss of one Imad. Ihe tos* of l>ollu or blinding liy 
braii4>r- Tlic pomt on which ihe Promfssiaiie of i i8i 
— the fourtdEitton of later aod the continuance of enrlier 
penal li^gisliilJon — appears uiasi severe is the crime of 
thoft. The man who stole to the value of twenty 
toitU wus bntridcil and flogged. If found guilly a sec- 
ond time for the same amount, he lost his eyes. If 
a larger sum was in question, the culprit waa hung. 
If a tliief. caught in Jltigi-anfe, defended himself with 
weapons or wounded any one in Lis fliglit, he was con- 
demned lo Io!?e lu3 cyea and his riglit hand. Any one 
found in onothers bouse with evil intent was (logged 
and multtuted; a lliief who uscil violcnco in onolher'a 
house lost Lis eyee. 

Wliilc Vcnelion penal legislation displays a great care 
for property, we Qnd, on the other liand, that crimes of 
vl^jlonce against the person were punisbcd by a simple 
line to tlic government and to tbc victim- Tliis mJld- 
ncsa towards crimes of personal violence proves that 
the early laws of Venice diverged widely from the 
Roman Code; but it aJao proves that Ibe islanders, 
jealous of Ibcir hard-canicd possessions, were deter- 
mined lo defend them against robbery by the severity of 
the pcuQllics attaching to tliefl. 

Tbc Civil Code and the Criminal Law contained in 

the Prommrnrif al Mnkjicio, piomulgalcd by the Doge 

Ttcpnl), leirtain^^d in force, with various addiliona and 

modiiicutiiuiK introduced in later yeana. until Lbe fall of 

hlic- Firmly haged on its original concepticn 

'lice consecrated her past and cuuimitted 
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' forluncs lo tlic fultirc, Willi a scnlirnent of fair 
I rug eo iitltiiialc and profoiiud, these principles 
laincd clear and fllmrply defined among rulers and 
.'<l. Tlicy were no vain ahowa or eymhola, those 
ires of justice, those portraits of the wlaest law- 
ITS tif iintirjuilj which the Repuhllc placed amnng 
siiinf.s in ihc rnosaica of St. Mark's or carved on the 
\UU of tlie rrihinuis, on the facade, and on the angles 
ihc DncEil Palace, to attest the fact and convey the 
riiii^ tliiit hefore the mnjc^sty of the law all other 
horilj. however powerful, must uiakc oLeisanoe and 
>init. 
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BOUT the yvixc looo Jobn iho Deacoa tells us 



that Venice ^as far in advant^e of all the nei^li- 
Lourtng proviciccs boLh in ndica and in iiiug- 
rificence. Two centuries laU^r Martino da Canal, when 
tracing the 8torj of the city phis belle et pliis plaUnnte 
doit Atetilt^, filoine de tlauU et de tos hie/is, adds that les 
marc hand ies i corent par cele noble cite, corn fait Ve'ive 
des fontaines.^ Venice owed this prosperity to cora- 
mcrco. The rofugecs of the lagcons sailed the rivers 
whoso mouths thoy commanded, and from the vory 
firet they traded in articles of common food, ench as salt 
and fiah, Thoy Boon secured lidding privileges from 
Ihc conquerors of the neighbouring mainland, from tho 
Greeks with whom they carried on a lively traitic, 
especially in Ravenna, and from iho Lombards, whoso 
king. Luitprand. concluded a treaty of commerce a»d 
alhancc with the Doge Pooluccio Anofesto,* 

In the first quarter of the eighth century the Venetians* 
after having lent their licet to aid the Greeks againal 
the Lomharde, passed from the pnilrclion of tlic Greek 
empire to an alliance with Byzanliumn They puslicd 
forwanl into dialaiit seas, and, liy Ihc middle of the 
eighth oentury. Uicy liad already reached Africa and 

' Lii Crtatitiiii! Ufa Veuicifra df Siriiitrp Vurfin da Ccaat, § 1 1 [Areh. Stor^ 
/W/.,Sfr. I,T- Mil). 

' DanJulo. Ct-on., \H\\ e3o- 
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llir ports of llie Lcviuit. Rj llicir cletL(?rily, sagacity, 
nrid activity lUvy ofiLimoiI coiicc^asions in every cjuotUt. 
Til i\\c g<iMi-n buUs of tlic Eastern empire they addpcl 
trpaticft Willi llio LivDlmrds wliich seeiired to iLem llic 
most favoured ptisilion in llic markets of the mainland. 
J I^ter on, Clinrk'rnjtf^L' conceded special riglkts in llic 
prankish markels of Italy, among whicL was the cele- 
brated market of Campalto on tlie borders of the 
lagoon. Lolhair, Charlemagne's son, allowed free Iran- 

/sit to Venetians and Venetian good* on every river 
and ihrougli all hia IcrriloricB, with exemption from 
dues, except wharfage, and granted free access to all 
ports of the empire. These conceaflions were renewed 
by Charles the Fat, in 883, who relieved the Doge 
Giovanni Partecipazto and his heirs from all customs 
dues-y Other treaties rollovr — with the communes and 
sovereigns of Italy, wilb tlie Germans, with the Fati- 
mites of Egypt, with Uio Abbaesidea of Syria, with the 
lords of Cordova, w ith the sultans of Maghreb, and with 
Barbary generally. The astute Venetians wore largo 
in promises, but scanty in fulfilment. They allowed 
their cleverness in eluding oil claims not Baiictionod by 
commercial treiitiea, and were ever ready lo fly to arms 
to repel by forco every attempt to interfere with their 
interests.' They engaged in iierce struggles with the 
Iroublcsomo Slav pirates, with ISarcnlinee and Hunga- 
nan3» with Iha towns of Comacchio and Ravenna, with 
the Marquis of Islrin, who had rebelled against his 
euperior and sought Ihc protection of the Uepuhlic-^ 
From all these wars, waged with varying fortune, the 
growing city emerged with new and important gaina. 



y 



' MioTrciUp Str ijetia Murina It., VuL 1, p 7I, 



Uvorno, 1899. 
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Under tlio Doge Piotro Orscolo II (ygi), wlio 
strcn^llioned iho coramcTcial bomls with the emperors 
of Ihe East, with tLo Saracens in Sicily and Africa, 
with the Emppror Otlio HI in G<.Tmany,' and by Lib 
corniucsts ia Dalmalia paved the way for iho Joinhuon 
of Uie Guir, Venice filiarod commercial supremacy in 
llie Ea&l and West with Amalfi, wKosq pro&perily began 
lo dodlno loward iha close of tlio cloventli century. 
While Amain sent her goods to Spain, lo parts of 
Franco, and to lower Ilaly, Venice traded also in 
France, in Germany, and northern Ilaly." The lagoons 
from Grado lo Iho moutiis of the Po, connected witli 
Ihe centre of Italy by rivers and navigabia canals, and 
lying on the borders of Germany and the Danubinn 
rrovinccs. were tlic indispensable roulc of comrannica- 
lion between Greeks ond Aroba ond northern Italy, 
Germany, and France. Hungarians, Bulgarians, Dca- 
niaca, Albanians. Croats. Poles, Germans, Spaniards, 
Flemings, English, all flocked to llie la^oous to buy 
and sell.^ During llic billcr winlcr of ^tlo Uic h^'nons 
were frozen and Ihc foreign mercbonls came to lliallo, 
not in boaU hut in wagons. 

The Venetians exported to Constantinople wood, pig- 
iron, and wrought iron, grain, woollens, salted meal, 
salt, and imported niercliandiac of far higher value.* 



^ KinhluliiiUc^r, Vefudiij unter rian H^rjog Pfter 11 Orgti>h, Ptrt U- 
Gdttinpun, i86S, 

' Ibid. 

* On a cBpifil of UiB Ifivrr lofpa of Ihn Dacal ^jiIatc nn npnMnled 
tamo ol tli^i nufiariE ^'iUi nli^itn Vcniic Irar^^El : LatiJu, TjrUn, Tarki, 

■ Tho floods imporLt^J Troiii iIld Eml wcro inci-o e^pnrifltljr rtnvpjL, rin< 
mnion. [iC|ij>or. eAi)<i a. ^rTrati. ^iigf-r. ilirSign. ii4iiHolwo<v|, tiilpbtir^ amiwr, 
imi^k, tiOM>4r, gAlLniiL*. ivOTy. irir^Anfc, mvrrVi.eLoTHi, &li)nL,CBih|ihDr, nr-l*- 
mon, Iq^ochI. tugor, wfti, unwrou^Lt mclol, coILuDi \divl, c«rp:U, 
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The receipts from eiporl were eight times greater than 
tlic receipts from import dtica at Constantinople. It 
is possiLIe that Bomctimes Venetian merchants rtcelvod 
goods on credit from Greek commercial houses, and at 
their on'n risk and perd sold tiiem in Italy and other 
European countrlos,^ From Uio East too came tJiQl 
delicate jewcllar a work upon ^vhich the VenetianB 
made bo large a profit, eBpecially in the cities of 
western France, such as Limoges.^ Tho ships of the 
Republic touched on the coast of Morocco and ploughed 
the watcrfl of the Blaek Sea and the Sea of AzoIT; at 
Tana they took in cargoes of pilch, hemp, and other 
things necessary for shipbuilding, and bought the loot 
which tlio Tartars plundered in India or in China. 
The annual profits on this trade amounted to 47iOOO 
ducats of gold each ycar.^ 

When tlio old and decrepit Eostcrn empire, ihroalencd 
hy tho advcnlurouH Normona, already lords of lower 
luly, turned lo the growing nation of tho lagoons for 
help, the Venetians at occo perceived llint if Greece fell, 
as Apulia had fallen, into the liands of tlie Northmen, 
tlicir trade with the Eaal, the chief aourco of all their 
wealth, was at an end.* They had every reason, there- 
fore, to wish lo curb the Norman power; and on the 
promise of ample recompense, tlicy accepted the Em- 
peror Alexius' invitation ( I o8a). After a long struggle. 



UlTola^ flrraino. doEfa ttl ^\.i\. wchi of all Limli, siMt. djrcii wdoI§» wEnCfi, 

Rai^clon Cm^vn. Calmdar. Vol^ I. p, ctiir. London, i3l>4< 

i UlrBror, XXIX, 

" Viol lol-lo- Due. Did. rointnnd Ju moL. T- ril, r*rl Vll, pp. Bu, B%. 

' Filiasii op* cit.* Sa-jgio, T- \I. Scliercr. iiutuiVc da coinntfce de toitta 
Itt natiniit. T. I, pp. Tfl^, iflS. Parifi, iSTi^. 

* AimiogHud, V^flrftr tl U Baa-Empiri- {Arch, da miwronj trifatijiqvct, 
Sot. II, T. Vi, p. 3B9). 
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carried on wilh varying fortune. Byrantium was saved 
by Venice, wliicli received, as a reward, |irivUegca of 
llie widest ciiaracter (io8i): lier dominion over Da!- 
matia and Croatia was confirnied; slie was granted a 
special quarter in Constanlinople; many concessions 
were made to tlic citrgy and to clicrclies 1 Vcneliaiia 
were free to trade, in all manner of goods, in every 
part of the empire eiscept Crete and Cypru3 without 
paying customs, wharflng, or oLher dues. 

Such was the height of power which VemcQ attained 
by ihc eleventh century, A contemporary poet, William 
of ApuHa, who sang the Norman war, is no niggard in 
praise of Venice : 



Qua crnuB AJriacii inlerliius uliimiiii undii 
^uhjocot \rcLi)ro. Saai bi]Jii» moDDEO gonliti 
CircuiuBopt4 mari ; ncc ah a(;iliLui allur ni ocdot 
^^K AUcriui Iraniiro polt}^!. oi^i lictre tcLalur. 

^ Sompor B^iii hnbilarl ; g^y^i nulli valpntiqr i»la 

^^^^^^^E Acqaorcii bcIJia, ritiumquo for tccpiora daclu-^ 

w^f Tfko majestic flow of Venetian commerce conlinucs 
f through Uie following period. In iho twclflh and thir- 

teenth cenluriea Venetian envoys renewed treaties, pacts, 
and conventions with the Greek empire and with 
the emperors of Germany alike; with Swabian and 
Angevin; with the Soldan of Ef^pt and the Sultan 
of Aleppo; with the khan of Tai'lary; with the kings 
of Armcnift and Servia; with Syria, Hungary, and 
Croatia; with the Duke of Carinthia and the Patriarch 
of Acjuileia; with the Count of Bihlos; with ibo cities 
of Verona, Padua, Treviso, Viccnza, Bologna, MatituOt 



1 Guilielmui A|>iaIps, IIUI. poema de retia Narmanoram, LiL, IV {Her. 
It. ticiiid.. Vol. Vt P/^Jh 
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Fermni, Ravenna, Opinio. Umaiia, Rocanati, Castol 
Ficardo, etc,^ 

San Marco sent hia children far afield in search of 
forluno. end llie conslilutioi, of ihe RppuMic and even 
the very aspect of Venice herself were reproduced in 
foreign cities. Whole colonies of Venetians settled 
abroad and were protected by special laws and by their 
ovrn consuls. When the oiirce of consul was first 
created "we do not know, but already in iii'j we find 
Teofilo Zeno first Venetian consul in Syria. ^ The con- 
suls reprcaented ihc Doge, and appointed vice-consuls* 
or visdominit in tho cities witinn tlieir districts. Tliey 
exacted a tax, called tho collimOy an ad valorem duly on 
olU Venetian good* imported or exported ; they watched 
over the well-being of the colony* acling either on thoir 
own immoJialo responsibility or on the advice of the resi- 
dcct nobles ; they main Laincd fricmlly relations with tho 
natives, and mlh other colonics ; they resisted all throats 
or acts of violonco* and were always ready wherever iLe 
interest or the honour of San Marco was at eLakc.^ 

Tho astute manogcment and subtle intelligence of Iho 
Venetians, applied especially at Constantinople and in 
tho lands acquired by the Crusaders, whore Venice 
ownod markets governed by her own laws and admin- 
islered by her own judges* led to an extension of ber 
judicial authority even over llio subjects of tho nations 
with whom she traded.* 



' Lonal, Die Enttle}iaR^ d^ Voriierr$eKaf\ V^jiedigi an t^r Adriot p, ^B. 

> Tki&i anil ThomDH, Uritmtiirti :ar dttfrf.Ji Hnndrit iirid Stanitfjfiehiehte 
der Rep. Yen.. Vol. 1, p, 77. (In tho FonUi Fifi: aaatr. Witn, iKj6 ) 

' 2iiiiblor Bnil Carabr-llL'so, Lr reUr. ctvt\infrcUili /la h Ptajfta e h tifjt. 
di Yen.. Voi. U. p. ao. Tioni. iPcifi. 

' Marin, Si, drl Cemmtrch dfi Vj/iprmni, Vol. TIT, Lib. I, Cap. YID. 
VoflOrifl, i&oo. 
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When Enrico Dandolo cntfrtd Coni^lnnlinoplo na 

conqueror (laoi), Venice, \\\iQ held tlic Juto of llio 
Eaal ot her disposal, received na her share a quarter 
of the immense hooty and a quarter of tlic Icrrilory 
Tvhich belonged to Ihc empire. I'rudenlly. and evi- 
dently on full, minute, nrd c\ncl bnnw!edge, she chose 

also oblaincd possession of IhrccHrighMia of Conslon- 
tinople. with an arsenal ond hurhouv. probably on the 
Golden Horn, toward the Pdlace of Dlachemsc, the most 
fiivoiirahlc position.^ Fnrthcrmnrc, in the s:ime ceji- 
lury Ver»ee secured llic full eominiind of ihe Adrialir:_ 
Thig suprcmiiey vn^ not hnsed cither upon imperial 
elinrter or upon her early imperfecl conquest of DnlmaJa 
(iixjo), which, as a matter of fart, was not broiiglit 
into complete sulijection till ader the lluni^.irijkn in^^ci- 
sion, U was due to the Bloody advanee of Veniee in 
polilieal and commereiil prospenly, in virtue of which 
nil Italy recognised Uie trade superiority of i!»e Venetians, 
who gradually repressed their competitors, especially in 
iho traiHc in foodfUulTs.^ Alberlino Mnsgalo calls Vonieo 
dominatrix Arfncci marts*', and by the middle of iho 
fourteenth century tho term, '* the Gulf of Venice/' was 
used to denote the uppor part of the Adnalic,^ 

Vigour of arms, activity of trade, ability in handling 
affairs abroad, wTrc foslerod at home by provisions 
designed to gaido, encourage, and protect commerce 
and navigation, Tho court del Propi'io. before which 
came all commercial suits, waa no longer able to cops 

> HcjJ, IlUt. *fti €WtHTicryx *ia L^atttr trail, » Vol. I* p. aSG. IJ|jihi, 



tm 



lipnel, op, cil.. pp. S3, fit. 

Mnicftli. Dc j^ttU Uil. (Ji^r. Jl, Script., Vol. X, p. aS3). 
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with llio wort, ond tlie preseuro was relieved by es- 
tflbLaliing (iiSa) llio court of llic Ciudici del Cotmme^ 
lo hear causes tolwcca private individuale and Uio 
trensury, and tho Gimlici del Foresiier, to try suiIb 
fcctwocn foreigners.* Aboul Uio midiUc of llio IhirtcenLh 
century tho offico of Consoli dci Mcrcanii was created 
to settle quc3tions of commerce ; ita powers aftenvards 
paasod lo the Cinque Savit alia Mcrcanzia. Tlic Vis- 
domini alia Mcsscfaria, or court for deciding disputed 
contracts, also belong to tho thirteenth century- They 
were also charged, as their nnmc implies, with exacting 
tlie tax on tho middlemen. In 1^87, with a view to 
keeping a register of all merchandise that entered tho 
city, the fifflcioUalle tre tavols d*introito wero called into 
being. One of tho three registers was devoted lo webs, 
anotlier to gooda in general, and the third to iron. The 
VUdomini da mare were charged with tho exnclion of 
the import duly on sea-borne merchandise, while tho 
dues on oil, wood, foodslnfTs, soap, and iron wore drawn 
by the guatiro visdomini aUa Ttrnarla, The court of 
rrpripols, oslahlished in the dugenlo and suppressed at 
tho end of iSoo, granted lettora of marquo lo private 
persons to indemnify ihemaelvcs from the property of 
the persons who had done them an injury. The Oit- 
laferi, the Oituthieri Ve^^chi, and Niwvi wero other 
magislrocics designed lo frame such commercial legis- 
lation as might seem ncccasai'j or prudent. 

The Venclians drew all their prosperity from the sm, 
and lo the sea ihey devolcd their whole allcntiou and 
core. When, on tho slanghtor of the Doge Michiel, in 
117Q, Ihe consliUition was reformed, careful provision 
was made on Ihc subject of na^igalinnp The lesser 
council was iiilrusted with the supervision of tho 

1 Muin. 0^. cU., Vol. III. Lib. Ill, Ctp. Ih 
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mrrcGntilc inarlno as well as of l!io grain supply ami 
fjiia.tico- The arsenal, ivlik-h wiis ulwajs consideroj as 
tlio stronghold of the commumLy, was governed by the 
Prowedilori or Palro'ti all* ui'stvmle , an offict! of very 
aiKientdate; in i^iyo Uio Soprn ProvveiU tori v^- cm iidde<\. 

Tho Liher Cofunmnnlis, called also LUcr Pifijioram, 
from tho many deeds of surely it contains, furnishea 
us with many minule and curious dutnils aboul the 
regulations wliich governed commcrco and navigulion. 
Import and export were subject to scvero provisions; 
the pnUiu criers announced holh at San Marco and 
Ulalto that no Venetian was to buy or sell merchandise 
nor food in certain ciliea, nor to lado grain or wood in 
foreign ports for any deatination other Uian Venice- 
The jjunishmcnl for infringement was cither heavy 
Eni.'fl or even confiscation of goods and deinohtion of 
d^^clling-houses,' ]f, as nolunfiequcntly happened, the 
gr*'rd of gain proved stronger than the fear of tlio law, 
there were not wanting zealous citiKcns who would 
uuihTlakQ to see llijit tUo law was oLeyciI, Fur ejt- 
amplfi there was a law proliihiting the side of wonil 
in Egypt; a Venetian patriciitu nn his way lliniugli a 
port of iho Adriatic saw a ship lailen with wood which 
lie suFEjieeted to Ije destined for Egypt. Calling to hiiu 
iJio skipper and crew, he made them Bwcar anew tUa 
iiiilh th.il they would ohi-y the laws of the n^^puhHc.' 

Smuggling was carefully watched ; guard btiats, with 
crews of men protected l^y iron corslets and In-lly- 
hands ^ patrolled the waters ronnd the cily, while 
cruisers swept the Adriatic and seized all ships laden 



1 Liber PU^laram. Hc^ti id rrcJdli. q. 363. i^>^ ^i^, 433. \^t, 

1 Uiid., n. ti8, 

> OhI., a. 87, A&3. All?. 3q5. 
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with conlrnlrand goods,* A llerl of liglil river 1m)jiLs 
was alwajH nady to protect Llic r'lvvr LrafHc,^ Tlie 
Stat*; was nevor reniihs in insisllng on its rights. For 
et&mplc, wLsliing to n^organise its salt trade, it not 
oJilj sent its olljccrs Lo Itjiveiina to insure the ohserr- 
aiiCG of the law,^ hut it acLuiilly ciiiplojeJ roi-up lo 
prevent Bologna and Uio Mar[;In*s of Ancaria from 
drawing any advantage rrom the salt-pans of Coniaccliio 
and Cervia.*^ Tliis salt Imde \^as a moi^t lucnillve 
source of wealth, and its administration was in trusted 
lo the Sfilijiittrl del mure, appointed in f 1^431 called 
laU'r on tlie Proj^redt'tort tht stil, an olTlce orTKcliigliPst 
iniportani^ intru&Led with the ui>-k*;op of public build- 
ings. There were two kinds of s:iU in Venice, the 
miti'vo, knoHH as Cliiogj^ifin snll. nnd tlie foreign, 
called sal maris, which came from Cervia, lstria> Dal- 
niatia, Sicily, even from the Black Sea and from Barhary. 
Not only Italy, but also dislaiil lands, depended on 
Venice for llicir salt. Caravans numbering forty thou- 
sand horse came evtry year from Hungary, Croatia, and 
eastern Germany to feIcK Venetian salt from Istria.' 

The iniquitous trafTic in elavus was aUo a source 
of gain to Venice,* It flourished up lo the eighth 



y FUi«i. op- loo- at-. T. VL 
■tbid,. ibid. 

* Puolini, Doc. riguardaiiLi antirhe nJczioru fra Venetla t Haitenna, 

* Fii;,iei. T. \I. 

* Stlicrcr, iiiat. da comm., pp. 3^3, i^\. 

■ Camldo, //uz. Venciuina. (ifrftrcr, VTII. TaM aJnl Tliomaa. 
lJrkiUidi-T\, cU., Vol- I, p, I"- In Iho |TiM<nr> nif iTio pl^lilh iinlrrry *onio 
Vcnclion mcrfhanlfl 0|>4?n'*d n, aUvo markol in Romo, dhJ htju^ht a larg* 
nmnbcr io WwejI Lq liniSarJcru^ in \fr3ta. Pi»|« Zarcaria, um^Uling lUpt 
Cliri^Lians fihould Ii6 flnld inlo »1a\f?ry Lo pagaiiA, culLvclcd B br^ fttiiD of 
monpy naJ liboraleil Uic fap|J*i;*, ApanUaU BiUiul^nffi, fiiil. de \iilit 
yaniljiciinx {Rer. Itai Script.^ Vol. lU, p. iC^)- In 85o Uie VeroDeno mido 
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mturj. Slaves, fur llic mnst pnrt TiirUir*. nui^^ians, 
S;iraci^ii». MinJ_■rl?li.^ll^, Hosiiiuts, Gi-et'ks, tie gvfuTc oi'o- 
gmsfonim. — Uml is, Circjisaidns, — de yetufre ultimmim 
(Tmilf*n»). were purcliaaeJ from Slav or Sniiiri-niG 
pirutoH. uTul wfTC resold — in s|iil(?or ^^\c ijrtiveA fjorutts 
contrnjhctenlibtts recorded hy Andrea Dandolo — aL public 
auction both ot San Giargio and al RiaUo. A woman, 
wlicthcr Circassian, GeorgJana, or from those parla, if 
twelve, rourtj?en, cv sixteen years of age and cerliTied jf«/ie 
ediniegre detloro membrt oceutii e manifesti ,^ young Loya, 
and grown men wero sold, in llie fourleorUh century, 
for prices which ranged from sixteen goldon ducats, equal 
toaboul3aa,toeighty-8evenducQtB. equal to 11093 ducaU.' 
lu tho archives at Venice there arc cnLirc volumes con- 
taming nothing but dccd& relating to the ea1e and pur- 
clmsc, exchange, cession, and donation of slavcan These 
documents go hack aa far as the twelfth century^ and il 
is curiouB to Dote that some were drawn up by notartca 

B prciroiit (□ Vcikico of a frfln^of etavfa who wore dodtiDfy] [o tLo BorvToa of 
thu Duciil PntjcG BEiJ of tliQ Doga rktru Tradumco. Luiri, V,, Dd tniff^ 
e 'Ifi tc^ni* fl^jii sehiovi in Vrn. Tonno, jfiCO- Ono Porl^cipariii I [hjI^ 
liflliixl A Lw forL>i<['lmg (Lo Lnhuman (rallies ond m jtiOPiclro UaudiAUD IV 
|ifglu]>i(t.'iJ Uiu £iurLlii>f4 and transport of bluvi?^ o><.'[] iT (liRir nvro Jtvij. 
All prohibiliiin*. boivpv^f. ^oro incfliciiciou?, taA irarlo in jIjuch T*aa nat 
onlir tolorfllcd but c^cp pormiltiFj b^ Eba SUteif it added to tho ijaoiJagruBn 
mpclria or wd» made iu Uio do rue l>F the Dagu. 

i Sana ainnilua suJi mfttilrU, uijUniiuuifius ct maijoijnlt, lani fniiilicr tjimm 
oeeiiltia [^X-Tch. di Siala, Sit£. NtiUrilo, A(li Fiiviilo Mirotd. Ocloticr 7. i^OH. 
nt, iilia 4). Stna rrmU «ti[lijf«, d mnin eapitit el brackioruax ft \i\tiar^m ei 
tiff\nn-ii {hiritmeaiQ di compr- tfnd. di una n:ituirni tar(drd Vsntcmu. AUi 
FuKuln. Mnirch 3i, i375)- 

' At ItiD Arcliivio ill SLila (Arch, di San Zai^f-iria. Eit^frf, nnVr □, Birj?) 
there il a deed ot tale of a Soracoa slava romiiuiiii j over after tbo «ali3 of 
otlicr hlavQi DtadiT Ljr GriDiionu SLarJcro aiul Duriiciiico Cunlafcno lod 
ollivrt. The dnvg felrbcd i'j5 bc^aJjlH, — iff j'/o iffttoo iciricino fyr^wf nobii 
rtsnaM'\t post p'J'^t'ifia otioa. 

^ B^-lne^ca i3i|3 *jid idgi tKero are TQCarda of l&O tabi of mala md 
fclnato iLiicB balow the aga of Lbirlj-Luo. 
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■who were actually priosls, in ticfiance of ihc Slate, of 
Pc|K's, and ol' councils. 

SVithoul going into details of trade Avilh tlic East and 
more distant lands, the Bpeecbcfi of the Doge Toniaao 
Mocenigo (i^iS-i'is^), and especially Uio one lie pi-o- 
nounL\?d on his deatlihcd, sufTice to prove how vigorous 
was the traffic with certain lulian cities. ' ' The Floren- 
tines/' says Mocenigo, " bring to Venice yearly !fi,ooo 
bales of the finest cloth wliicli ia sold in Naples, Sicily, 
and the East. They export wool, silk, gold, gjlvcr, 
raising, ond sugar to the value of Sga.ooo ducats in 
Lonibardy. Milan epeiids annually in Venice 90,000 
ducale; Monia, 56, 000 ; Como, Tortona. Novara, 
CrcTnona, 10^,000 ducats each ; Bergamo, 78,000 ; 
Piaccnza. Ba»ooo; Alessandria della Pagha, 56, 000; 
ond in their turn they import into Venice clotli to the 
value of 900,000 ducats, ho thai thoro is a total turn- 
over of a, 800, 000 ducats. Vcnoliau cxj^orts to tlie 
whole world represented annually ten nitihon ducats ; 
her imports amouiilod to another Icn million. On 
these twenty nadhora elio made a profit of four uiilliona,^ 
or interest at the rate of twenty per cent. 

On the ncigld)ouriiig mainland llic Vencliana began 
to frequent the markets of Mestrc, Carapollo, Oriago, 
Muacatrc, Porlohulfolcdo, and Portogninro, At fn-st Ihcy 
traded in salt and in grain, hut prcscnlly cxLt^nded tlii'ir 
o|)craUona to other kinds of goods. In these markrls 
they enjoyed particular immunities ond exemptions. 
especially during the fair-linic in the various cities, 
nolahly in Apuha. Tims Venetians camo to take 
an important part in the commercial and imlustrid 

1 MiV4ftiigo'i HH>^hc*. idmirablfl pusmploa of c^ommr^rcial aciimpriH mtc 
in*efiiralflj given in SanmU'i VUe dei Uagi (UoTftlori, Uf$\ liui. Scr'tyt.^ 
Vul, XXII, lip. 9^1, 933, gOo), 
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movement rif tlic miiinlnntJ oml also in tlic hnnking 
biisinrs.s, wiJcli alwnj's goi:^8 haud in luiid nilli in- 
duslrj iiinl commerce.^ 

The city of Venice itself lied its markeb^ called, in 
llic fourki^iilli century, liy the PtM-sian w«n] bazar, wliitli 
wc find iu use in certain Vcnc^ticin docunienLa.^ In the 
ninlli century tlicre was a flonrisKing [DarLet on tlie 
Cainpo di Sun Pielro nL Caalello- From the lime of 
the Doge Domenico Contarini (io43-iojo) tliia market 
was held on SatnrdBvs. 

From T3()f| onwardft iLere was a marl(<^t nl San Marco 
every Saturday: the names of the variou;^ Lrude guilds 
were cut on the pavement to mark the position of tlteir 
stalls . Another market was held at San Giovanni 
BaLtisLn in Gemini, which from the Greek word dyopd 
(market) is said to liave given the name of Bragora to 
tlie whole quarter. At San Polo there was a market, 
mentioned in ihc twelfth century. Most famous of all 
was iha market of lUalto, whose admirahlc arrange- 
ment, — honore nosirl mcrcaii, — stalls, and sheds aro 
recorded in 1097.^ All this movement of Lusiness. thU 
hustle, tluEj tlirong of strangers, lent Lfc and noise and 
the feverish gaiety of a festival to the city, and a' poet 
of the early quatErocenlo has left us a quaint picltiro of 
the scene. He is extolling the power of 

Vcmcilft rraocn, del mondu coroai, 
donoft dtl uiarUi ilcL {tlaa e del iintDXc. 

and he briefly describes her conaUtulionH and then at 
length he dwells on her dominions, first la the lagoon, 

* Zflrnbler and Corn be I lose. Op. ciL, Vol, tl, p. D3, 

^ A. dccuiDcoL of August, ^^^3, maDlioat cortiln objvrls comp'-a/li a 
n\otii pricjrii in ito^ar de sahado. ,^ch. dl SUlo. Cuii3. X. Miali^ le^. 
Vlir. p-G- 

' la a r|i?od of giU oiscdloil hy llio l>rothor« Titone acJ PioLro Oria 
(1057), Cdici TicviMonco. y. iiB. 
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then in Islrm, DjiImaLia, and Uic Orient, lastly on the 
mJiiiilaiiil. He goes on to relate, "comis Ih posLa e 
cuaio lA sc vivii/* 

Dciilm n allrfrrgii J'a^i oflciliiioiia 
KoiiLo ToilcBca. V lUliii o LtrulfAnli, 
c. w cl \ic\ ilir non Utnll, 

Oitgari 3cbidii. do oiulLi p4«i 

Tartan, e \1uri, b Albanc^ e Turchi 

cIhs viou too uavn o burdlii 

a Tar suD vitv, c mu odd bo qo puLo. 

Italiana from every province because 

CLi Viio] jQQDri qtii coovcn c\\o pasaa 
pcrchi ri fonto tic mcito IciOIO, 

BO Lro^i qui che par ch'e^o do vdaa. 

Both ahofGS of Llii^ Adriatic, the Levant, and Naplce 
send iholr wines in exchange; otherSt corn and fruit. 

pM^ con gron Iniirio 

patacmo tLar nd nionda, a dir cl votrt- 

^'oll h la caiTbtiii Ji pomii o puro, 

anzi i vi>ri [--irglti i biirvi ■ oudi a oodn. 

d cbu quiLEii tc alTQEiJa 

c Id aul panic toa ip»a«li adewo. 

Then lie gives us a picture of the riches at Riallo, 
where tlie sliopa dispbj not merely Ihc cinnamon and 
friknlttnccnsc iind arms and precious webs frooi the East. 
but utso the hunibleat forms of food, fruit of every kind,' 
fish, meat from Islria and the maiLdand, game, fowls 
Iroiu I'udua, and 

e onto <]o porco cou tlLrc ToAsaro : 

' Od Xhc caprlul 0/ ore cf Lhn colunina m iL^ poiiico (if itiQ Ducdl 
Palafo t>w> ariUl lipt carvt<l ibe onlinsry tindi of fruil: Sere-ca, PirL 
Cochum^-iM, Ptiam, (^ixhc^ Mviaiti^ Fici, Hum. 
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tho 



various journeys Liiey 



Lli 



make and tlio ricli mcrcliandise they Lring Lack: 

Can gran Lrionfu lofna l CBpLtaal 

tal cho iu Voaioiii par oto ea rilrona 

per rjLlGgTeza chfl fan quoU iBQlB , - - 

L* f07anli1 par cbe vogna iIb Frinii 

CalulcgiiD. o do ELraoi paixl 
UdId »oi>o dcviii 

1 !or xoslidi de dNcraa fata- 

Su per Iq bunf tic di RJalla a in loia 
i viHit tlnr con luo vQita do selta 
cho moLLD ben B'ltAeltn, 
cho pir HiBJi n«ti nello cmplreo re^o, 

OgTiun do Ihsn tcrntir tA «1.imi dogiio : 
el pcvcr Don cognotci dii moKTi : 
lutti mo par bi^iiori 
itadi di3 Loria liludi o CBii1<jUi' 

He concludes ty pnuaiiig agaiii the policy of Venice 
and her allies, whom she has throughout (he world.' At 
ihe close of the fourteenth century Gibbon declares that 
Venice had revived the commercial activity of Europe 
and touched the apogee of Jier opulence, Tlie ships of 
Uie Slate, armate in inercayizia, brought annually fiom 

I Tbii ijrpenbjd bu bno tllrlbutod to S&DgumACcit t Ptduau «f tbo 
«0Hj qunllrocenlo; h\\\ it isptrliBpi fiaftr to k-a>Q iLo auQmrxliip udcctUlu 
for Iho pr«(^Dl. TLo pniin !fi ia iS^ qu^ilriiiDii. waved tcgelliur in tha 
manner in vo^o at iho ci^d of tbo Lh^rtccfilb and during ibo nhulo of tbo 
faurLccnili cculuiicB. ll miB [irsL priaU}-! aL Tru^lto ic 1^33 and naa ni^Tu- 
ducwl hj Gniiibs ID ifl3fl (Vcrnaia. AlvisT^mli) in sn opusculo pi^r ror;e 
{(^aatraia in lade di Veif-ia.) aiul again if bii Fif^oitt di poetic in djaftit^ 
vcne^iatio. TLio lait elropbo provoi that ibo poem ^aa i\'tiUi.'ii in U^y* 
1&30. A'iUuila ItojAi C\Wd jlrc/i' VcnrJi?, T, V, p. 4l3, ci-) colb lUcntiDU 
lo a MS. copjr ill tbo MarcUna (Ttal^ XI, [3^> p]*^ iq et uq^)- 

¥01,- I — 9 
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ov(?psoaa merclian<Iifie tliat rcproRCnted upwards of forty 
milUona of our inoJern lire; tbis capital paid interest 
at lUe rate of forty per cent, and ihero M'ere then in 
Venice more Uiau a tliousand nobles ^^-hosc incomes 
varied from Iwo lo five hundred thousand Italian lirc.^ 
Another great source of wealth was the ehiphuildiiig 
industry. It grew ateadily in numerical importance and 
in perfection,^ as was natural in a city whieK at the 
close of the fourteenth century could nuniher thirty-six 
thousand seamen, sixteen thousand arsenal Iiands, and 
thirty-three hundred aliips on tlie sea.^ During the 
Elomialiing days of the Uepuhlio all the talk was of 
ventures by sea; somctimcB tJic Doge himself took the 
command; o patriciun always Clled the post of cap tain- 
general, the highest post in the service. The com- 
manders vrcrc clad in armour, and in later times had a 
uniform corresponding lo their conspicuous rank. — a 
jacket and cop of ciimson velvet, a mantle of cloth of 
gold, v^ith a great gold button on tiic right shoulder. 
As time went on, new posts were created, such aa the 
Provvedilorc Gcnerale dn Mar or CapUano dd Lcvanfc^ 
whose headquarters were at Corfu; the Provveditore 
d'Armafa; the Cttpilano in Goljb, charged with the 
patrol of the Adriatic. As to their land forces, the 
Venetians did not take them into consideration until 
the period \^hen they turned to create a doiniuioit on 
the mainland. 

In the infancy of the city the tirtute, gftitdtilafl:, srnule, 
plaleae (fmrchi and peale) served fur trade witli the 

1 Spenh of Iho Do^ Toidivd Moc ijoi^- 

^ Tlifl Liber Phjivi-um gives us. bclwiMn laaS aad im8, wveril csli- 
mntrs far ilii[>9. The wrwl ri^qiijrml For hniMing a ^nlloy tiibt 170 Lira. 
3^3 liro for jld istiro- W.vils 0100 puccn in length coal d'<t iin 1 pair. A 
boat cusl J 8 I[ro; a g»Ucjt GSo ; a gAltwo* 700. 




COMMERCE AND NAVIGATION i3i 




remote portions of the caluary ; ol the end of their 
voyage they were tied to the cjuaya or loid up in boiil- 
houacs. The caraoric, olcfidi, and roscone served Uic 
river communications and even aomclimea put out to 
sea. Dromoffi^ gaicc^ panjill. and chclaiidic^ ships of war 
fre^pcntly mcnlioned in those remote timt-s, iiiuhl have 
resembled the ahips in use among otlier peoples of 
thjiL dalii drt^vn to the time oF the Cni.-iadi'a. They 
were all propelled by oar end had beaks ; the pi^ow 
liad a caatle ahove it.' The name nf the galley heeomcs 
more frequent ahoul Uia eleventh century. The galley 
was prop'lled by oars, fii-at of all two to eaeh beneh, 
then three and even four, so that they lonk the elnsstcal 
mimes of triremes anil qoailrircmes. It was not till the 
middle of the sisteenth cunlury IJiat they adopted llic 
single oar, forty or fifty feet long, rowed by fonr, five, 
six, seven, or even eight* men. Galleys for the most 
port had only one mast, whicli could he unstepped when 
in action. In the tops was the crow's nest {guLlia) 
for the onlloolt {stjuaUa). Often amidships there was 
a CQtttlh, guarded by alingors {frombolieri) and liow- 
men {hntesiriiTi) ; all round the bulwark.8 ran the Im- 
pavesata. made of leather bucklers to ieep ofl" Greek 
fire; on the prow were boatloads of stones to ho Inirled 
from the tops, catapults, crossbows, balistae^ and other 
engines for launching stones. Up to iho middle of 
the thirteenth century there wore two greM side-oars 
on the ships quarters which actefl os a rudder; we 
find indicalious, hul not very clear,"* of U»o use of iho 
single wheel ruddcrp 

1 (rUgliolinolLJ. St. ^Un httiriAi\ PmUi/'CUi nelM. E., lab. L Cap. W. 
' MmfrQiiU opi cil't VvL \, \\^n^ivl[\. Cap. h 
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The gaiil, eliips (Iriven I>y a hundred oara, were 

heavier in build than the tfdlee soltUi or hallle galley. 
The iarrile were iisod for Irausport of meu. the asciere 
and the coche for convejing horses, provisions, and 
siege tmin.' Among wai-^liipH wo must moiiUon the 
buciot pi'opcUcd eithtr hy sails or hy oars, and a small 
rowing voascl of light draught for transport and perhaps 
for hoarding puqioaea, as wo may conclude from its 
nOimQ o{ ganzaruolo orliooking-hoal(from ganzo, gancio, 
a hook), 

Tho "groat galloys," gahe gnysse, were merchant 
fihips with two mafits, eaeh of which carried three 
latcen-saits {oriimonam, terzoriokim, aniipapaficum, top- 
sail). They liad a larger frechoard and were of greater 
tonnago than ihc l(iride. They were used for purposes 
of trading, but il necosaary could fight.^ Other smaller 
merchant-acmcfl ships were tlio asirl, the panzone, 
tho marsitlanc, Ihe palandre, llie marrani, and so on. 
Caq)accio"3 plctm-os give us Bpccimens,* 

The Slate iifidertook the regulalioo not only of the 
arsenal, but aUo of private building-yarda- Orders 
were sometimes issued forbidding any shipwright (ma- 
nnigonns) or caulkers {cnlo/afo) to leave Venice, or to 
seek work elsewhere, without leave from ibo govern- 
ment. No Venetian mi^ht build a ship inside the 
limits of the Dogado unless it conformed to tho follow- 
ing measurements : lengthof tool, fifly-six feet ; sheer, 
ihirly-four feet; deck-beam, twenty-four feet; depth* 
nine feet ; witllh of keel bottom left open.* Thus tho 

I MnnfronT, op, loc, cil, 
B ]hld., LJiid. 

• Stc tho lUo ilrfiwirigs of G- Cullurii m C. A. Lcvi'i Nnfi Vciele da 
tcdiri e mtxrini d^'mli VeDOEia. iSqi. Wd reproduce lOEiie of Uie»e 
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Stat^, having at ita disposal a larj^'e niinihor of sistor 
fillips capable of being converted at a momenta nohco 
into a war fleel, was able to repair its naval Iossob with 
marvollous rapidity. 

Besides the privately owned ^ ebips whicli Iradcd in the 
Mediterranean und tbo Albinlic! there were fiiccd trading 
routes for wlucb tlie Stotc supplied galleys fitted oul 
at the public expense- They wore found in arms and 
omniunition and victuals, were put up lo piiblic ouction 
and adjudicated lo llie bigbcst Venetian bidder,^ Tlic 
orders as lo lading^ were numerous, complex, end 
rigorous, &$ were tbo saibng regulations wLich governed 
ofliccra and crew.* 

The man wJio hired a government abip attended to 
the lading of her and oHen took tbc command of her 
himself, after swearing that on all octiisions be would 
maintain i'onor del Comane e di San Ahirco, and would 
abide by tho prescribed mule. Tficse government 
fleets, JioHc annafe in nicrcn/izia, sailed in company 
(mui/e) and were divided into wjuadmns {carot?aiie) of 
oLglit or ten galleys, eaeli uriiler a commander who 
was responsible for the siifety of bis squadron, as the 
teaa were infested hy pirates ajtd no port was re^tlly to 
Ijg trusted ; indeed, ships fi'equerUly had to enter port 



' The Li^fr Pldtfiorirm rccordi vonoiu Dnm» cf shipt i San Pieti-a, San 
Bi^i'f^ San Calaidot Angslo, Sarda Saviaat ScarlaUa, CamtUira, Ptrkt Vvr^a 

■ FriT eduiplfl. nn M3ri:1i i\, i33fl, Xrylrmlo fiiiiMiniBn hWpA ihrt 
UnLb gutk'Y) llio IbH of tli9 QpqL tbtl vtas dtvLiriE^'l for i'lunJi-n. It 
cort him 'j^t iiie tU yrwii. TIid (ir>t ^^ii^l'-y of llio *iiun Ucci, -nliUU w« 
knwkorl ilouQ Lc Zaecirla ConLariiii. mij iIiq cl<:drrbL of all; h co«L f^i 
lilt di ifrtmii. Tii4 Ili;rJ on iJio list, Uiri^l hy Sor Miclitrlfl Sljiacp, Vii* Lha 
cJi^pral, coitlbj; 65 Lire, Arili- cli Suiu. SgiiaIu, iiuEi, rF|. i^, y. ^. 

* Capitulare navinm of Uia LKij^e Ziftii. jmbUtiHl bj SuerduU u ?ra- 
dolli. cil- 

* Arcb. di Stato, Seaito, Mitti (Jotitiar^ :iH. i3ii3)> reg, J, pjin 187, i8H. 



t3J iTENfCE IN THE MIDDLE AGES 

stern foremost and witb their crossbow men on guard, 
80 as lo ho ready to fi/^lit or to Hy,^ 

Tho iloct eaded and relarn(?d vllb a full cargo after 
bartering the entire conlcnta in various porta. These 
(IcGtB were called after Uieir destinations ; for example, 
Iho Tana fleet, which made for the Black Sea aud Irodcd 
with Russians and Tartars; the Syrian ileet, which dealt 
with Asia Minor; tlje Roumanian fleet, destined Ibr 
Constantinople and the ports of Greece and Houmania; 
Ihc Eg)'plian fleet, touching at the ports of Egypt; and 
lastly the Flanders fleet, which sailed hy Tripoli and 
Tangicrs, touched Spain, passed the Straits of Gibrallnr, 
coasted Morocco, end tlien passing up the shores of 
Portugal end France, reached Bruges, Antwerp, and 
London. 

The commanders of each galley, called comili from 
the thirteenlli lo the liftecnth ccntunes, and tiicn sopra- 
comiti, were elected one by one in the Great Council or 
in the Senate.* They took an oalh to have every earc of 
the ship, and to hand it over in sound conditioUt at the 
arsenal, on their return- They were bound to remain 
on board from the day they be^an to lade, to watch over 
the sofety of the cargo, to see that the crew had their 
rations of bread, wine, and meal, to keep the ship's 
accounts, and in all things to consider the advantage of 
the State.' They were at liberty to choose their own 
pilot and crew — the best they could iind,^ but they were 
responsible for the efficiency and honesty of the men 

^^^"^ ^ Birlicriao, i}ocumenti d'ainore (/Ji'r. JilariUima. Yiouta. Fcbnjaryi 

r .878). 

^^H ' Arch, dt S^hEo. M, C- (Fobniarr »> >^^^). Cfrh^ria, p. il, 

^^^H I Ibidr^ Altl Hei P'-oturalori dt Son Mara, from tliQ archivot of ibfl 

K • Lib. Pleg., a. 5tfo. 
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they selected^; tiicy were also Ijounil to find the crew 
in Hcopniis.^ 

Owners were obligeil to promiiie tliat tlit^y would 
never let nor sell Uieir sliijia to any but VeuetiiinK. and 
to exact the sume oliligation from those to wliuin tlit;y 
consigned the ehip; they were bound to report the sala 
of a stiip, and if Lljiit hud taken place outsido Venice, ihey 
were required to put in an affidiivil of the ojUh admin- 
istered to the purehaaers.^ A high sense of honour 
and a noble zeal animated the ships' captains — men 
who wore brave soldiers, skilled mniriners, vigilant not 
to waste their nights in harhour where, as a rule, they 
rnade but a brief stay-^ Cautious in making up their 
minds, bold in eitecution, ihey faced all risks, and 
voyogoa which might well seem foolhardy to the most 
enterprising of modern seamen were undertaken by 
them for iho honour of llioir counlry and in full 
rehanco on their men, who wero free, aclivc, faithfu!, 
and obedient. For in the galleys of Son Marco tho 
crews, even to ihc oarsmen, were free citizens of Vcnico 
or of her subject Innda, and tlic galleys Ihcmaclvca 
were colled by a name of happy augury, — volontanc ot 

1 " Ctpitind gktbke dpb?Ant dicers probittt«m «t ulilitatom Gomitoruin, 
PfanclmoTum cL Prodcriorum/* Arch-dLSNiLa. M,C,, Cefbcrna^Kugusi lO, 

* ^'Palrani tsDB&Dlur habere pm qudibiil aiArinaro UQam liDceim de 
Uo fUg'gio) voi dv fratttiQ liingam a qiiuidr^ini ppdikua Eiiprn : mrdta 
Eum rciri* lon^» cb mcdiA cum r«mpini». □mceB fcrralto de laajo |icr 
pastuni ur»uiu >tl mlmif." Lo^^ge duJ [179 cU. da Eumiti. G.. Orig. di 
afetJM drJi, p. 3o- 

* F!iicali> SftUnd. c 6ecod. detlo marina mtrmnlile di VcTKim {Riv. M^rit^t 
Bamit Maj. 1S78). To prata Iha mpriUlji of Vfnf-liAn navi^ilion, Ptncalj 
cilDtt IbflCaN^cTUiDpnlltij fcmmmidfyl hjSur Andrva \riaD, wbich.in ]4o?4> 
BUlod for Uin Hnljr Liud vii}* pil^nme on bojtrd. Sto IcTl VoiKe in 3ki\j 
■nd readitvl JdHb in Augu^U cuvcrmr^ iftixj milL-» in tliirljr-lhix^o dajrs. ijuila 
JV good »jiiLii]g ftt an J luodurri iu<?rcliHiitm«iJ could accompluk. 



i36 VENICE IN THE MIDDLE AGES 



^ 




galleys di liberie, !t ^os only about the mfdJlo of llie 
aixtccnth century Ihot &!njj3 began io be rowed by 
staves unci condtinricd prisoners and took the namca 
of sforzatc or di fondannali. The freemen enrolled for 
service ol Uic oar were kno\Mi es scapoli, lo distinguish 
them from ILc slaves. But in the glorious days of the 
Venetian marine the hardy seamen of the Adriatic, and 
Ihc honeat boatmen of tlie lagnona. s^iarmed to the 
quays, and being weU-paiJ end having the right to 
curry a certain rpianlily of merchandise duty free, they 
olR'rcd llicir services willingly and went aboard cheer- 
fullyn ch[iiitjrg a hymn to Saint Pliocas, whose image 
was exposed for their protection in stormy weather. A 
strange custom is recorded in ancient documents which 
serves to illustrato ilic sound and simple manners of the 
lime. Tradition says thai sraiiien were wont to invite 
Saint PhocBH to dinner every day during a voyage. 
Naturally, llio saint did not appr-ar, hut the north of 
liis fond was dady laid aside and the money was dis- 
tributed among the poor as soon as llie sliip reached 
port.^ A mertj h*gcnd, douhtless, but it gives us a 
pleiising picture of tliu gfuid heart of these seamen 
ttho on all occasions and in tlic most dislant and in- 
iio»pituhk regions lield it Ihi^ir Jmuiulen duty to fipeud 
their substance and their very life for tlic public ftcal 
and the linnoiir of their country. 

And not merely the seamen, but modest merchants 
like Maffen, Niceolo and Marco Polo, powerful patricians 
liko Marin Sanudo Toisello, and the bn^lhers INiccolAand 
Antonio Zeno, vied with each other in the same proud 
devotion to and passionate regard for the honourof their 
distant home. They br,tved tbe floods and hfoii^ht 
llieir ships through stormy seas; with licaiis hirnng 

^ Zappert, Vila Beati Petri MotfiAii. p, 77- \\'iDa, i83y. 
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high by hope tliey touclicd od unknown shores, and 
on ihi^ir n'tiirri thnj (;oriinii|.tf:d lo writing tb(?fr ohaer- 
vations iiiiil their kno^vlcJgc as an mucnLjva aad a 
Ies90n for their eona. These reports. wiLh iLoir con- 
vincing picture of the physical aspect of disLmt l^nds, 
intersppi-scd witli obi^er^'aliuus on the rchgion, cusLunif*, 
language, and commerce of the natives or with reoti- 
Gcatiors of existing charts and maps, are effiMztive in 
ihelr simplicity, are riiti in profound conflidemtinns. and 
prove that many a time the writer, the philosopher. 
the merchant, and tiie statesman were lo Ije found 
fuHcd in t!ie person of the Venetian trader. 

That admiroJjIe boot, // Milione. dictated in a Genoese 
prison by Marco Polo to ItuHticiaiio da Piiia (i;]()8), in 
which the immorlal traveller appears to be a mere ro- 
mancer, though modern criticism has proved him nearly 
always veracious and frequj^ntly profound in Ills ohser- 
vations. has preserved for us his discoveries aiid explora- 
tions in TarL'iry. Chinrt, and tbe E^st Irulies, whi^rL* be 
became the chief advit^r of the most powerfiJ sovereign 
ID Asia.^ 

Marin Sanudo Torsello's^ boot, Liher Sffcreforiiin 
Videllufn Cruets super Tcrrae Su/ictae rectipcrnliontim, 
was hegon in i3o6 and presented lo Pope John XXH in 
i33i. Saimdo. who was horn in i^'^ound died in i343, 
made no less llian five journeys lo the East. He visited 
Anneniaj Egypt. Cyprus, niiodes, and Saint Jean d'Acre. 
His object in wrrting was to rouse Christendom to a 
great crusade and to ur^e the Venetians to conquer 

1 Zurla, Di Mntco Po!<t e rf«jfi altri viayylntori Vrn^rinnL V^mciii, 
Picollin iHiS. YuIb. 7'.* Dook of Scr Marro P'^o, lj)nJori, 1*75. 

' Tbo family of Mirin Ginudo, aot lo Lo con'outuJfd n^Lb lliaL dT LKo 
dUrUl of llic eiil^^onlh cuniuij, rf'O-'i > t.il llio IJEto of Duko cf Ndvnt from 
tliH Itrfiuhlir. In ibn fnurler'ntN tr^^nLur^ iL ioicnlcd Iho nkkoDnio of 
Tur^elio from iho foiiiilv of Uuj UaauiiliH 
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Egypt, on which he lieM that the empire of tliG entire 
Orient depended, Tliis book, wliicli Marco Foscarini 
caiU the origin of statislical studies, is a treatise in 
three parts; extraordinarily rich, considering its date, 
in ohservutiona on geography, navigation, commerce, 
and poHtical ecoromy-^ The first part indicalcH iho 
way in which the Saracens can be attacked and sup- 
pressed ; tlie second lays down rules to he foUowod by 
the niihtary leaders; the third explains how the Holy 
Land is to he kept when once conquered. Among 
many valuable observatione and many new ideas the 
author launchos llic bold conception of a conlinentiil 
system similar to that which Napoleon^ developed as a 
menace to England. An appendix describes the charts 
and maps contained in the work,^ 

Side by side with tliese two great travellers, Marco 
Polo and Marin Sanudo, we must not forget that bold 
friar from Friuli, iho Dleased Oderico da Pordenone, 
who, between i3i8 and i33o. traversed Asia from the 
shores of the Black Sea to the limits of China, and has 
left an account of his journey.* 

Towards the close of the fourteenth century NiccolA 
Zeno, saihng towards Flanders, was cast away on an 
island which ha calls the island of Friesland, by which 
be means the Far6e isles, lie stayed there some time 
and was wcU received by the Prince called Zichmi. 



1 It WBfl publjshod 1}j DoDgsra m Vol. II of the Cesla Dei p<r Franaa. 
Hanuuver. 1611. 

* Qiiadri, St- dtilfi ^tti'aiiat ihlU tut orig. dUg Jot del wet. XYIII, p- 96^ 
Voaeijip i^^h- 

' SiinDn£ri]|d» Zar M. SanixJo dea Hlterci- HBiiaovar, t38i, MagnT>- 
UVAlla. U'lfin SfuiLiio H Ycfetiia. Bcrginio. lijm. La carta " de mart 
Medilerrawo" 61 MS. fin lUoBoHrtt. Sot. Gmj. St . fB«i. V. Roma. ipoB), 

* Dumunjcliolli, Sopm ta aita a dlo'j'jl del B^ Odefiett dq PordfAone, 

Prtlo, iB3i- 
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islands ami urgjiig liiin to coiiio. ^iiccol^ dii'd four 
yc^rs aflisr the arrival of Aiitonin, who ivmaJEicd ten 
years longer in lli« s(?rvice of Zkhiui atui llien rt'tunied 
to Vumue. The voyages of the l*ro(ht'rs are dL'Scnhcd 
in llic letters from Mtcol6 to Arilonlo and in the auh- 
si^qucnt correspondence between Antonio and a llitrd 
brother, tlie celebrated Carlo Zeno, Niccol6 gives a 
deUiiled account of an exploration ho made in Green- 
land, un<l he records the remarks of some fiiberfolk 
on two districts of North America colled Esloliland and 
Droglo. Tbese prove tlio cxlfilcnce of those Soandi- 
navian colonies mentioned by Adam of Bremen in 
iho eleventh century and by Odci-ico Vitalc' in the 
twelfth — a whole century before Columbtia. An- 
tonio's manuscript waa lorn up by a cbdd named 
N]Ccol6, one of bia descendants, and it was by the 
merest rJianco that aomc few scraps of the prei^ions 
papers survived. These allowed the culprit Niccold. 
wlien be grew up, to repair the injury lie l»ad wrought 
by compiling, in i558. the narrative wc now poa»eafl. 
Piccolo also made a copy of the mop, almost obbli'i-otcd 
by time, 'vvlicreon ore shown the nortlicrit archipelago 
and the coasts of Norway and Orconland.* 

* Mifor. Dei uingjr dti Jmttlti Zciui. Irad, {Airh^ Ventia. T- Vn, 
p. 3fifl) 

* To Lhoolr]invCEliguli'>ii»iTQ mini idtl ibc random ilndiei oTllic Danish 
^rcLd-ub^^Ii, Biirb 4a X^aUi behI oliipr?.. Hcccnllir Pruft»»r Qru^i^ dit- 
fOtOrt'il irt'l c1oi:i{ihtrc4| a rtinir inH-ri[J|mrl in nonvaj, jicd Canm (o [Itn cim- 
cluiion Ibal Iho JSorwcgian <olony of Uio iciitlj tenUirv. calkd VinUdi],hii 
Nov t Scotia f/^i'b^iW^^iff L'fJu.ft /f<:LiurSfJL?:fii\p.0.'j3,l>im:inlKir, l<}0^)- Du( 
fir flurliiT llu'kn ihia liiuovcry^. and even hofnro l^ia ecHj chart (i^Sa-iilSfik 
fuiind Vy tins JasuU Fischer ia Ibo Cft^Uo of Witlfegg in Wirtcmborg, in 
ivhlch GrocnUnd i» ^wi-tt aa Ihc unnic of t tract of llie Ararrictn coalmcnl. 
It ttHi kn'iW'Ei Ihtl FiJci:aUi Zn^Q biil loitchsd Llio cout^ of NDttfuuudtaitd 
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Niccolb do' Conli,* about tlie year iSa4. left Venice 
with his vife. wiio presently died of Uie plague, and 
four Bona, Ho crossed Arabia, Potreo, and rcMcbed tlio 
EupbrotrB, descending that river to tlko Persian Gulf 
and aading llicncc for Ini)ii, where ho arrived al iho 
Gulf of Malubar and cvcntuuUy come to the Gauges. 
After five and twenty yeara Lg caiuo back lo Venice. 
TUc account of his jouniey was taken down by Poggio 
Bmcciolini and puldishcil in Latici. In i Tjoo it was truns- 
lulcd iiilo PorLugueae and then into iLuliuii by Ramuslo- 

Tbey ore like wondering Eoula under an unknown 
sky, Uiesc bolJ nnvigJtLors, In i53i Pietro Qutriui, 
accompanied by Niccoli Micliiel and CrisLoforo Fiora- 
vanti, Gct sail frori Crete, creased LLc Mediterranean and 
llio Atlantic, but met with a terrific elonn nhich swept 
tltctn here and there, till fuially, on Jauuory 4. i4^a< 
after a desperate struggle, tlicy touched an unknown 
land, where, according to Kainuaiu'a edition of the 
report, from May ao to August ao it is always day, 
end from November so lo Fchruary ao it is always 
night. Tho place was probably the Lollbden islands, 
called Sonli and Ilustenen the modern Sandofi and 
Host. Having lost his ship, Quirini lu ili32 traversed 
Scandinavia and came back to Venice.^ 

In i5i5 the patrician Alvisc da C4 da Moslo, only 
twenty-three years of age, gave to tlie world an account 
of hia voyages to Madeiia, the Caiiariea, Capo Utanco* 
Senegal, and tartly to the Cape Verde Islands, which 
Le discoveredn Calorino Zeno (1471) and Ainbrogio 

' Sunifl sludrnta aiTxnn IbalMccoiade'Conliand GiD«aiiiJ Gflbi?Uin»erB 
Dt(iri^4 or ntiiifg^LD. HiUln. La vrra j>airia fii N rf/ C- e di G. C- CbJii^gia, 
jfiSu. IklJ.nio. Viiigifi 'li N. J^' C. MilnQo. iSa3. 

' Hultii. 11 eiiiijfio dl M. PiriQ i[t\ifrini, Vriicm, iS8t. ipd Pfitm^, 
yiaijifh dd nitifjnijiFO lacarr Picro yuirino {Butt, detta Sue. Gaigrof. It., 
2- Sia. Roma, iS85)- 
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Conl^irini (ii'iv/i) drow up reports of tlicir jourm^ys in 
Persia, and Giosafatle Barbaro (i47^) of his journey to 
Tana, Russia, Tartary, and Persia. All over the globe 
these Venetians, palriclan or plebeian, merchant or 
orlist, carried iheir nnwenrying eclivity and iheir aculo 
intelUgence. so thai even in Abyssinia wo hear of a 
Franceaco Brancaleone (i434) and of a certain Bencini 
(ijSa), Venetian painters^ who Lived at the court of the 
king and decorated eomo of the Chrisliin churches. 

In short, all that had to do i^ith navigation claimed 
the patient care of the Venetians,^ who were the first in 
Italy to establish public readings in algebra and to create 
chairs of mathemiJlics as applied to navigation, to pul»- 
liah treatises on the same subject, and ahovo all to cul- 
tivate the ecionco of geography.^ Competent judges 
believe thai the alias, probably dating from the end of 
the tliirteenth century, the property of Luxoro of Genoa, 
which, along with the Pisan chart ra tlio Biblioth£'(]iie 
Kationale at Paris, is the oldest example of an Italian 
navigatit^in chart, must be attributed to a Venetian.* For 
proof of Iho wealth of geographical maps in Venice 
of the trecento, wo hovo only to look at the maps 
of Sanudo Torsello, the charts of Francesco PJzigani 
(1373),* and those which were owned by Nicolh de 



^ l^do, ScTi;^^' di itvdi vrnsti YenuU, i-]^7. Fcrmaleoui. Saggio 
Mallanaat. aiil. dfi Yen. Vpneria, rSBS. 

' Id I AAA Piero di Ycn\ wfola llio troitiw Alrana ra^hn dei merinerit 
ona of lL<] earliest trBcLi en Ds^igaliDQ* MorclLi, J-, A'ofd oUq Ultfi-a di 
Cr. Cofomlnj f*fo OperelU, V. I, y. aP9. VtfjotM, iSjo). Borclitl^ Pfjrii> 
tani fsist^Ali neth' priiwipnii biht. di VrnezM. VenPiia, (866. 

■ Sifj^ia di tntiotjrafia dcUa regionc Vrnft/i. IvlroA, dpi Marindli (Alii 
JclU Dep. Vca, d! St- Piilria, 1661). MiriiiL^Hi, Vcnc:la nrMa U'trit Hfthi 
^coifr. tartogr. ed eApIoralria (\l|] dell' IsLiCuto VeiiGlo» T- VII], Gvr. Vt. 

* Oa OHO E>r iKoto IB wrilloa "Mcceliiiij adi viij di lufrno Frnmrnwho 
PiiignnuA vcnlciano la Vcnif-iit me JbcH." Tlie laLh Lciu Tc^ruducod 
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Combitisj drawn lalcr llian iS"^^; tl»c portolano of 
Giacomo Girdl^Ii. diilod i^yG^; Uiq alias of Andrea 
Bianco, dated ii48, especially noleworlfiy as it includes 
the Antilles and llie outline of Africa^; the planisphoro 
of Giovanni LcarJo of Vicenza, dated i^oa,* and eo on. 

A supreme monument of coamogniphy was com- 
pleted between the ycors i^bj and i^Sg by a Camol- 
dclcse monk, of the Island of San Michole, Fni Mauro, 
author of the plamaphcre,^ wtiich was preserved down to 
i8ii at San Michclo and tlicn removed to tho Ducol 
Palace, where it now ib- Fra Mauro must have based 
liis great work on the voyages of INiccol6 dc' Conti. 

There secma to have been in men a minds the present- 
iment of Q new world on llie point of being discovered. 

reproAanla googrcpLicf^ulfoiiDinlcii] CjgUT«B — Genoa m lb? cenlr? uf ths 
riglkl-haDd figiiro, Voiiicc in lljfl cprira of ihe Infl. In tho oiplatjaliofift 
mrnUon i< irindo of Elia xvar oF Chioggin; Lbo thsH, Lhircrori^, cannal ho 
oarticr Lhaa [38i, Hiu orl|^iia[ id in Lhu AittLrci^iDnn. S. P. |[ u. Fi<i4^h?r. 
S-immlang ntitulalti-rlijiftcr WcU- and Scekartan J(alir.'a'acktn DilfUoOicken uifl 
Archivcn. VGucdig, ib&}. 

' Carli rli Nicolo rta CombJIta : " HsK U}nil« »x IdUmcTito dnmini 
Nicolai da Ur>mbLii& dovcipjl in mopaslcrio CarJusiaO DorentioaOr" Tho 
LafaLo rfprcunta iLo AcJriitic lod Iho ModlLerriDcui and i^ivca Lupa^ipLl' 
ril iiidicftticDfl of Vcoicc- Tha ongiuak u m tho M«iciuia. FitcWi 
ep- cit.. p, tbi. 

^ Wo havo Tour bIIaedb of Gijicdmo Giraldi -. tbo oArliCBt » in Ihe Mar- 
tijiu 4CI. Vt, -iis). Tho ttAAc KJvet a dvir idea of btriL iboru of llifl 
AdriMlc. h"*chiT. op. fjl-, p, i53. 

A '* Anr]rei Bbncho Yflnidin cdmila di gsMi mi fnifi a Lomtrji 
Mccccixitiviij," The origin*! it m tha Ainbrrihiiu* (F- a6o inf.J and con- 
lalna lLi(; taL^sl PorLii^'Ucss dL-Hfo>cri?A. FiMibcr, op. cit,, p, uo-j. 

* '• lohanriDH LiDardaA mo ioc'it ab auQO dom^iii 1^5^. " Tlia oHgiDil. 
which btilciagcd lo thn Trr^vi^Dn fairiilj^ vha Uionght Lo he loit- It was 
found and acr]oiici) bj K- d? I'dal, AnbLrian Cumul iu Venice, It hai a 
hl^lmr ^ilue lInd ifae ullier pUiiispbiTQ bj Llio ts^mo aiilLor. now m iho 
MiiM?o Civico of Vi<:onja, Borclict, tl PlanU/ei'Q lU Gtoifoiuu Latnlo dtW 
anno /^/52, Veoeria. iSSo. 

* Zurit) II mnppamondo difrt Slaaro CnmaWij/efc, Venciia, 180&. Ai» 
Suite tuificlie carfa idro-^eoijr- lamratc In Vcn. Veaeuni 181S. 
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This burning aapiralion toAvarda unknown lands Ictl its 
impress no L^ss upon Uie bolJ aJvcnLures of seafarers than 
upon ills labours of the sLudcnt and tba measures of 
tfic govern racn I. The governmenl, as a matter of fact. 
(lispla^yed in public maps — descriplio/ics orUs sivc map- 
pttmandtu — in which, long before the discovery of 
Atnerica, tlie ocean was represented as stretching from 
the western shores of Spain to the eastern Btmi^s of 
China. — a vague nnd formless precursor of the con- 
slJeralions which led Columbus to attempt the western 
r^iitt! lo the IiidiesJ Soh lot*, the planispheii3 of t'ra 
Mauro, whiL^li gives ua all thi^ gh)b<? aH known down to 
the middh; of the fil^eenth ei^ntury. eontains a presage 
of the future. Soulh of Africa he has drawn a little 
ship with her prow pointing eastward towards Asia, the 
humble harbinger of a great idea which passed across 
the mind of ihe lowly friar long before it Hashed upon 
the famous explorers that it might be possible lo turn the 
aoulhern point of Afrita and make a fair voyage from 
Europe lo the Indies. Some years later the idea became 
fael, and Bartolomeo Diaa rounded the Cape. The trust 
and the hope that lay behind this arduous enterprise 
both sprang from the hermitage islet of the Venetian 
lagoon. 

^ UoreJIii J., op. cit, p^ 399^ 
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IN tho early Ufo of SUilcs which aro destined to aaeerl 
Ihcir aupcnorily during tho courso of their history. 
wo Gild that a mass of inatitutions, in tho constitu- 
tional as TV'cU as in tho economical ordcFx ia gradually 
fornicd upon original hnca by tho geniua of the raoCp 
Such inatttutiona contain tho germ of what \^'e call 
later on pohtical ecicncc. The economical institutions 
of Venice preceded Ly a long time the ecicnce of 
cconouiista. just aa [\oman law was fully developed 
before tlic science of Jurisprudence camo into being. It 
often tinppcna thai llie people create laws and lay down 
principles earlier than acicncc discovers end illustrates 
them. So it is witli early pocma, which the people 
evolve and which their rhapsodiala chant long before 
they write Ihcm down- 

Whoever studies closely iho economic acumen dis- 
played by Venice in her hanking regulations, in the State 
support of trade and industry, in the conatitulion of her 
trade- and craft- guilda, in tho government of her colo- 
nicH, — which served England aa a model for the liberal 
administration of her own, — in the care for ihc mercan- 
tile marine as a powerful reserve for her navy, will find 
himself corifrcnLed by a aeries of economic problems 
already solved by the geniua of the Venetian race long 
before they appear in the worka of acientific economists. 
The people had already sought inspiration fi'om itself, 
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and in ita trade, exchange, and I'Cgulation of credit it 
followeLl instiiKtivcly the devebptnent ol' new and aounJ 
ideas. It is no easy task lor Ific sck-ntilic sluJcnl of 
Venelmn economics to set IbrtU tlicorctically all that 
tliia race conceived and cairiad into execution with 
such case and apontaneily. 

In Venice economic policy takea llie place of political 
economy. She cultivated statistics, regarding them as 
iiic science which, in conjunction with hialory, is best 
able to supply Ihe sl^itesman with suggestions qs to the 
line of legislaLion suited to tlic need of the momenta 
If there is a defect of research on the piirrly abstract 
eide of economies, we find on the otht^r hand abundant 
experiment in the region of practical CLonomics. If 
Venice is poor in scientific economists, she is rich in 
economic statesmen Lrained hy ollicc to he cTtperls 
in all that touches the economy of the State. In 
Venice, earlier than in any other country, they under- 
stood perfectly well that an accurate knowledge of 
economic facta nuat precede any si^ionlific inveHtigaUon 
of those facta, and every u-ITort was made to render 
that knowledge complete and veraeiouH. The reports 
of Venetian ambassadors, the works of Marin Sanudo 
Toraello. and the famous diseourse of the Doge Tomaso 
Mocenigo^ are monumeuls of civic wisdom, iiiiniit- 
ahle in the profundiJy of thoir knowledge of men 
and thing's and for the direct vigour of their form. 
It is certainly remarkable U\ note the way in whieh the 
public weiilth. amassed by eouimurce, by navigJiLion, 
and hy martial valour, was admtnistere<l with prudent 
parsimony by the wisdom of the governniont. A 

^ Pr'CcUia, Stoiia d^W e^onomin pntLUca in Ilaila. p. ii. LugiQO, i6d9> 

Caii'iiiL, //afuii"ff ilf VEfonomU poliiiifiir, VuL I, p, 170. Piril, iSfio, 

MuiBtli. Ld Ht. pot. di Vcnrf J0 tctonJa li: ultimo riwrthe, p. 307' PtidoT&a 

"S97- 

to;.. 1 — 10 
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!m of cfFicictit conlrol, a varietj of rigurous yel 
bc'iicllcent o(Tii;cB, deslinod to watch ovar liic coHection* 
the cusloily, and the <iislr!hulion of the puhlic funds, 
lastly II Maries of jiruclcnt cnactmenLs, such as the law 
dc liffaciofie pecunlair, iiilGnded Lo limit within a iixed 
sum the amounl of normal expenses which iniglit he 
voted and spcid hy ihe Doge and the Minor Council.' 
— such w«s the inachiiiL-ry , 

The Tn-osury waa called the Camera Palatil, or 
simply l^aititfum. The gnxiiihii and tnhsl de pahtio 
colleoltd the laxus and eiuclt^d dues. Before Ihe com- 
piliilion of the valuation roll {EsUmo) begun, perliaps, 
in ihc tliirteenth century," the puhlic burdens and 
private dues in Venice cannot have been very dif- 
ferent froni those in comcion use throughout Europe 
in the middle a|^ea ; ihey were, however, less severe 
than in mjiny countries, aUhough^ according lo some 
of the chronicles, llie loxgathercrs had recourse lo culTa 
and blows lo exact the duea.^ Later on, but at a date 
not determined, the collection of taxes M-as inlrusted to 

^ BeitA, Fobio, Ftel d^ila B. Comntmiatu per la pMl dci rloc. finamlori 
delia lieih dl Veil., pp, &. k5. &tj. Voi^i-jid. lit. PeUimLo. 1898^ 

^ HoiTLariiti, Vol. ]1[. p. 5.^7. n. ^. Even vilhinL lating inlo arcnunt 
cctImQ record* whirb corry iLe rutil-rolt {ptitaito} back lo Jl"Jl, ue find ■ 
regular roH compiled in Vcnito in llio n>urU.-i?tilh ccnturj, wliMo in Uio cllj 
nf Flijrcnce \l k*n»oulj !u litjS Uiut Iliu firj-l refjiilir roll His complcled ; Llie 
roll for Ihc di?lricL cf Florence dnli^i from i5(ili onlj. Tho rdl in use in 
LDmliardj^ al lite Lima of CJtiiH«9 V u» hatitl on tbo cumuuiritii^ti *>t talt 
4tid on tba hiUoliftg of ravulrj in llio proccding ccnLurj- Al Mli4*n iha 
*arli«l ToU date* from llic cif lilcpolt ccniury, Tliu mil of LDu*Pnumln;n 
in Vfuici) also ilali^h from Uic fuurli^cnlh otulurj, Mhik^al Flor^^ncp muhing 
of lli4 kiud eiUloH, ;jiid Villaiii bauH liift calcaJalioa of iht |m|jii1jhoQ tl 
^,000 iipr»[i Ihc: cimbumpGuD ofbriiBd. 

' TlieL'fo'iiK-ij/lJlfVMi/r^V, y3>MjB: -Urai \^Udariify*™nl JomanlM 
ad u1:ipfi» e fhola|ihi* ctanl cifdi'ntot pm c[\ii> anyaridiit viAvale^ easo faci- 
eiidos." ^tr^ifiaf. honcvor, b"^ Simonffelil ob«onCF'» ato not t*:! be laVtiti 
■b Qjeaiupg duet ddLji but aIhi inoro CDOUntjalj u cqf'v^^ 






B — l»roi4a nf Ennrn iJnmlrtfo iiiga-i^lJl- (MiiapD Civico.} 
C --Ponn-r nf Enrico II. I) - Ponnj of Lvlorin I. E- -Pennir 

ii«inn\, uimjTnntI, wilh laepiiil " \iid SaLvji \ cnccite-" G — Lin ' 
of lO loJdi. of AuLohJO (irimani ^t5ai-i5iSj 
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tlic Visiiomini^ while iho Ctimrricntjhi di Cotnnn were 
clwrgrJ Willi tlie cuslotly of llic piilillc funds; llieir 
oiiic-c. wus oi'ganiflcd in lyTio when IhcJr rcsklcncc woa 
fixed uL llialto. In 1280 Uic oJJicinU al Catinecr were 
created, Thdr duly waa to sec lo llie conact-volion utid 
recovery of public property {avert), [^onsisling of lands, 
marshes, waters, shores, and Iiuildiiiga wliich had for- 
merly beea under ihe oflice of Ihe Piovcgo.^ The 
occupiers of public dnuinin were held to a royaJly 
(ejr.rttin) and lo a rent in kind — flnli. game, crops — 
'Or else to personal service (nngariae). such oa transport 
by Ifrtut of persnns and ^oiids, cultivaLioii of fields and 
vJiit^yards, grazing for tlie Dngc's caltlc. or even lo 
other services [si^ujiey such as mounting gunid al the 
Palaee, repairing itiuds. building bridges^ und so on. 
Apart from the properly of ihe Stale ihe chief sonrces 
of revenue^ were contritiulions in cash, sneh as the 
quifthllfim,^ or in kind, such as foodstufTs* and mer- 
cliEindise, or in customs, or in vanons dues under the 

' In iLc rtign of Lha Dogo Tomaso Hocetiip^ Uio rercDiie of lUe SUte 
from LUo t'tlj of Vc^iii^e alciitr BiiiOLUitnl lo Gi 1 .600 cJucaLi. Sanudo, Vite 
4*^ifiiirhi Uifi. Hal. Sfi-iitl , Vol. WU, j.. jjfiSk. 

^ AVd liiLiI iLionliun of LliD q\ihiteita, a IrihiUo dufi \o [h.a Sialic, in a 
dred bj t^LicU Pu'lra Candianit 1|[ ccJi/a Lo Dnincniio d^oEcani latL-jnias 
ill ihe [agiHiii lit Muranti. Tlifi dnrMmpnl mv*, " Et ■! TciniftiJavL-tlB 
j[niiii talLiria^ /juinlctitiin i[t talvum in notlro PiluEio. VDrunkUmi.'n pUciiit 
aftliisp \it M ipaai baltiikQs ad vcnumdanjuin v^Mtfrilia. t^i do Liia prulfl nob 
fiierit, qai tfls tom|»Jirare iitm pm^iln Oon ddii.'ati£ ca» in I'ltraiica pLtstm* 
I'fitimhrlaro niii fn noitra Palalm. Si nnfiLi^r PtlutiuA Uotuni ^hrLUlum 
daro nilupriE iJhift in (piupapa fticut L|!sai saltmai a^irwiBlai fui.'i->nL. t^od 
Bi uoftU'T Pflloliua Iralit'rQ DoWriL, Ludc poloilakm hitbcatU ip«fl MLllmii» 
Ytnimidpiro cul vuIultU^ talto quinU^Uo. al cviisa i? miEEro piblio." 
Com«Uii«. n., Efctt^ine Tnreeil^nnt, Vol. II, p. 89. Venelili, 1749. 

• Amc^ng the IriLulc* Jai [0 iLo Dogo ncro ibo ^iJJ duik oh^/* 
(orua ^Ai'uJt), In iSai Lhc duo t^a^ [:oiniimU'J into a gi>lJ or ailviir coia, 
itliirh Loiik tEtn raititi dF on'r/u fmiu its origin^ Cfr, Murin LiioimrLlO) 
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Leads of nucartfgffia, ripatUo. leloiieo, IrGusttura (nn- 
clioni^t*, wluiii'Myi;. i»cii<l. firiil haiislL). iri Lho <liilj on 
fiulL, uhcLlier ijiijtoilrti oruriiotnn mujiuracLun'. II' lIkse; 
Boui-crs [jtovlhI iiisiinit^lcnl for llii: grouting nunls of Lfio 
'SULe, lliG citizens were called upon Lo pjiy a tlllie of 
tlieir incomca. This pi-ovision, ijlrcaJ^' in foi-ce m the 
teiiLh century, gave rise lo iKo Bjslein of govTiiimciil 
loans. TIio Republic aiippliocl its wants eillieT by an. 
lappeal Lo palnntic Hcrkltuieril. in llic shape of voIunUry 
advancent lo IIicSUiLph or Ly cnfLirced laxaiion of the rich. 
The earhi?Bt ct'rtaiii (7\£inn)le of a voluntary loan 
oc.eura in ii64. when on die appeal of Uie ^overnniE^nt 
a number of palricians rospomlej by advancing iGckj 
Bilv(.>r intirks, redcenitibic in eleven years on the sccurily 
of ccrUiin Kcheduh'ft uf thft revenue from Uie nmrkol, 
which niay, roughly t^peaking, he taken lo represent 
the modern municipal revenue. Anolher voluntary 
loan, of 4o,ooo lire, was taken up hy the citizens in 
1187, The document wliich records this loan sajs it 
was issued, for tho war of Zara, and nothing more. 
But seeing that in the same year, and only six months 
Ijlor, tlie RG|]ublic was compelled by the cost of the 
war against the King of Hungary and of the aiegc of 
Zara to appeal once more to the liher-jhty of ita citizens 
for a voluntary loan, \\c may lake it that the conditions 
of this later loan were identical with those of the earlier. 
And as a maUcr of fact Venetian patrtolisin responded 
lo the yjjpeal of the Doge Orio Mastropiero, and the 
loan of 1(3,105 Veneliau lire was eJTeclcd hy the con- 
cession to the creditora, for Iwelve years, of the total 
income derived from the sail monopoly, from the mint, 
and from private dues lovvarda the Stated 

' PrcdcEli, r^ota tut pnttiti pMtUi Hfi Veiuibuu iAreh. V^Mla. T. 

wwr, p. 7i). 



L 



FINANCE. ECONOMY. CUimENGY lig 

The eaijiblishment of forced loans, wluch constilulcd 
on ulmoat moxhnuatible source of funds to meet war 
expenses, date* hock ill Icaat na (at a^ I171* and ihc 
war wilh Ihc Emperor Einonnclc Comnenc. Tlicac 
forced loans, wliicU cvciUualiy formed >\Lat ^\c may 
cnll tiic funded debt, aa opposed to Uic voluntary loans 
wliicli conalilulcd the IWling debt of the Hepublic. 
seem to have taken varioua shapes. For ciamplc. in 
lao/ certain apccified Bonrecs of revenue were assigned 
to tbe creditors as security for the capilal wliich they 
liad advanced at a higli proportion of the entire esUile 
with wlilch ihey wei'a credited in the vidnalion mlh' 
The names of ihi? creditors and the sums advanced were 
eolerrd nt ihff ChninlM^r of Ixiunn (t^nrufra tlioli hn- 
presidr), and ibcse credits wen^ ncf^oliublo, devisuhh*. 
ami capable of being mortgaged. The VMomini and 
Cnmcrlenght'^ wcr*: at fii'st clinr^ed wilh the piiyniL'tit <»r 
the interest, or tho evlinetion of the dcbl, whero ihiiL 
was possible. L^lor. after iifi^, this duty was dis- 
charged by ibo procurators of San Marco, into whoso 
account a fixed aum oul of tfic balance of each years 
budget was paid f<jr ihis pnqjose/ This neb sojrco 
of funds for war purposes, partly owin^ ii^ ahnsea in the 
reign of Francesco Foscnri, pn'irtly owin^; to the abolition 
of the tithe in i463, was subsequently exhausted. In 
1483 a loan was raised hearing Interest nt five per cent 

^ Pf-rhipA th? pftMkpa from llip lilhL- la llifl fun'til Imn Kfii>\ f1n(« 
UircUgh Iho ULV^dilriiiq, AD DilracrJpnarj Ini, Tncnfdc<l in ilocLUUcnU ^l 
li-M iDil Id Lhu PrutnU\l'ii\^ til MiiUjifh of lliu Uugu Oiiu MaaLtopierci 
(i i8tJ- Br*la, Etinrn. It ilintrit ^. \i\ \^}i nV.. p. 1(17. 

' In ]353 Ihn pfnpnrtloii of Ihn forrtvl lu.m rr-nchi-d Oiirlj-i^ight pir 
0«nl. (GbllrcPiolli. Vol. t, p. W^,) F^jr ll>n yp.^t of Uhio^-ij;^ (|3S|> « 
loin of 5,394.000 liCD wu rii»o<l^ 

* \Ah^t P/«ijiaj-um. ti. i53 •od 317 in Ihc Jir^eMi fc>r Uio joan ll^d 
»aJ [335. 

*• Sao tha revolution ifc ^J^acUjif pflcuntLU of Mircb 11, iiSa, 
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ieemar)ie 'r^itnin a nnei irrm oi viMra 
{ij>|:liciiLion of special to?(c&. Tills Ioojl conslitutr-d Llie 
Nt'W Funds [Monic P)/t/ovo): LliQ existing debt waa con- 
solidaled and foraicd tlic Old Funds {MonU I ecchifi).^ 
TLe huge expenses of tlic war boou underriuned ilic 
jfublic crcdiL and alTeclcd even Lhe New Funds, so tlifit 
recourse hud to be lind to frcsli lonns nt ever Itigber 
nilcs. Tlius in i5o9 tlie Newest Funds (Monte \tto^ 
visshno) was created am! in i5a5 tbe Subsidy Fund ^ 
(A/o/i/e rft Sujtsi*llo) : then followed the drposlLs ii> the 
Mint and the deposits DuLaide the Mint (^Deposift in 
Zeccfi snd J'norl Zecca), the inLercst on which was met 
Ly special taiatton. 

TliB namea of these operatinnB varied more than the 
nature of the operations ihcniflelvea. The deposits 
were either perpetual (ad baeretfes'), or annuities for 
life, or redeeriiahlc at short periods Ijj lot. We find 
Buspensioris of [vivinenl and enforced rediietions of 
iiilrresL — nut so upprfiaaivs as in other Stales, how- 
ever ; hut we also find conversions^ and bold openitions 
for the extinction of debt. A noLibIc insUincc was that 
of the extinction of lhe Dcposifii in Zeeco about the closo 
of the sixteenth century. The sclieme was drawn up 
by Gian Francesco Priuli and was not revealed lo the 
Sennlc which accepted it,* 

It is a common oiTor. frequently repeated, that these 
various Funds (Monfi) gave rise to the famous Banco- 
giro of Venice, whicK was nrjt founded till lOii) on a 
sum of Ooo.ooo ducals advanced lo tbe Republic jjy 

' MalipiGro, Annati Veneti ^Anhioio S\ftrieo Italian'r, VII, i, p. i^y, 
iSS3). 

* Preddii, c^. ciL 

■ CirtolmovG, Itftorna a due Krutvn Jinmihrie rfr/ trn/la XVIH {'la llio 
Aiti drl ft. httt'ito Vrii'-lo, iijoi). 

* S*ndi. Principi. etc., cil.. Vol. U. Part tl. 
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Giovanni Vcndramin.^ Nor can wc believe tliat any 
public hank existed in Venice earlier llian io8i, in 
wliich year the Bank of liiolto, or delln Pitt^m, waa 
opened. U continued down to id^y. Private bankers 
also ore unknown earlier than the fourtconth century ; 
before that dele tlic term in uae is ulwnys c<iinj)sorGS^ 
money-changers, who though they negotiated loans, 
aliU only kept a tavola, or money-changers' bench.^ 
Deposits of money {in d^posifo ad tabuloi), which ia Ihc 
essential feature of a hank, we find mentioned for ihc 
first time in a k^v of the Grccit Council passed oti 
September a^i i3i8. where it spcBks of a hnuchcrias 
de 8cripla„ an espreasion which from this time on- 
wards is used to indicate the genuine banker^ the 
man who kept tin account with his clients- It is 
precisely from 111 is date onwards that we find Iho 
term del hinco aflixed to the names of patricians who 
had taken to the profc^^sion of banking. In t36t, 
probably as the result of serious bank failures, puhhc 
opinion hccnme favoLireble to the estabhsliment of a 
State bank to supersede private bonkers." The idea 
was not accepted by the govrrnm'.'nL, whicli confined 
itself to prescribing new safeguards and restrictions, 
as for example, the prohibition to fuse banking and 
merchant business, and remained firm to the principlo 
of tho freedom and plurality of banks. Notwithstanding 
losses and inconveniences llic principle of full liberty 
in the hanking business, a principle adopted for quite 
three centuries hy the HcpuUic, contributed not a litllo 
to perfect tlie theory of credit. And when Venice, at 



* Fditbm, Ci'i Aniichi Uanrhi di Venecia {Nuooa Anlologia, T. XVI, 
p, i7'5, FircftfP, iS"!, mJ Arrh. Vcndo. T. I, p. Bi, Vj?iipiij, 1877), 
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the beginning of licr decline. Iiad recourse to nionnpoliea 
and Lo the concession of eiclusiie rigliU, thr-n* were 
those wLo Hlill opposed the erection of a Stall? Ijank. 
The spcccli of Tomaso Coniiritii. deliverrd in the 
ScnnLe on Dcccmljcr 38. i58.'i. in wliii;li he opposed 
a Slate bank and defended jinvatc banking, demon- 
strales to ns llial the VeEjL'tians were far advanced in 
ihft principles of economic Riuence.* 

Tlic theory of credit and ihr* use of bills, the invention 
of which is ascribed by snmo to tlie Flnrrnlint^s,^ hy 
others to the Genoese,^ were in full e\r*ccise in Venice 
as early us the close of the tliirU-enlh century, Tlio 
State Itself employed bills of exchange to supply money 
to lis representatives abroad. The operation of pro- 
testing a bill was also of ancient use. An early ex- 
ample la lo be found in i.IjS. In Avignon a hill for 
two tlionsand goldoji florins, drawn on March i, 
i3"jS, by Paolo PaiuUi Sc Company, on Giovanni 
Spiafanic &. Company of Lucca, ])ankera in Avignon, 
on si^hl at eight days, ui favour of Napolenne Pontiroli, 
attorney (Procurahn') for the Slate of Venice at the 
Pontifical Court, and backed by Davino Jacobi, is 
protested by notarial act for failuro of payment.* The 



^ LaL1i»4 Dp.cit ,p- ]3, ]\nla. SioriP JflU Danr^cp. 119. Milino, iSyi. 
Entri, SU'ria dr\r Ec. political neifre. Xl'il f AT///, i».54. VenBiis, 1877. 
' » Cibnrio. Et. poi. drl m. *., Vcl HI. 

• Forrarii, B'U. deli' Econ^nnUla. Vol. VF. iMrod. 

* Prt^lplli, Un prottito cumibno del Scri>h XIV {^rcli, Vcncta. T. 
XIV. p. 37JI. Thu form of iho bill of uicliango ii iiUert^liin^- "A lo 
nainn Ao dm Arni'h- bta dl tela ill initriro MCCjCT.VEII. HioviiTi! e 
CompQgtii, pBiila piniU caitipa^il. Sululo rli Venp^iq- Pn^rcru |ior 
quoali prmiJ *i |i'r In M-g^mtta IcUera, una JlaLa, a i'l Wll. vatU Li KilLrm, 
n t^T AmflJio uolaro Jo la Coria Mnzorc. du \cDcgiat oiivr a inouer 
NapolMne Jfl Piihliruli, o bI i^tml >li L^ro |irr*onlfl"p c]iiiHb Icllprs, Gorint 
ilijQ milia dWo al pc^o da Iji scjilnn^lii li {(imU fono per fiAnibio di duciU 
dug mili«, cLo Dsvvmo receuuto, i^ui ila li cuncrlcngl Jd camuDO Jo 
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fnpaiiR nf oicliango and llic rule nf c\rliangr wcrf^ 
rurnislicd hy the Mint cif \riiictr, famous llii-Giiglmut 
the ftorlJ-^ 

Rorncr fmve maintump*! lliiil Trnm L!jl'iI[i^'s nfTlifJCKlonc 
tlicre exJsLeii a mrtit in llie lagoons ; l\n-^ Uikc tlidr 
stand on a phrase in ihis famous letter of Casaiochmi?*. 
But Vpnice cannot have luid licr own rntiiL c:irh<^r tliiin 
ihc ninth t^f'nUiry; for it \^ lrii|)assib]e Lo hrlirvt! ihiit 
a people still in llio tliroea of miaforlunc and peril, 
not yet organised politically, and certainly not diftposod 
ignore all links, however nominal, whieh hoiuid iheiu 
the Eastern enipii^, should have dreamed of coining 
their own money, which is an act of the very highest 
eovoroignly. The inhabitants of the mainland who 
had sought shcllor in the lagoona must certainly have 
broiigiit with iherii tha Roman coiniigt?, just as later 
on thcv ae[;opLcd the coinage of the GolJis. the Greeka, 
tho Lombards, und ihc FrariLs. Rut it is a rare thing 
to meet wiLJi coina at so early a dale ; ifie usual 
medium of excbaiigo waa foodstiitla, even in tlie pur- 
chaso of Inn<l. Hhrn inipcHcil coina^^e h<*g;jn to rnnko 
its Wniy in \'enicc, we (ind rrcordod dentivi, mnncosi op 
mnnciisi, lire d'oro htii d^ftrgcnlo. bisanti or perperi» 
end gohli V^ronesL The carhe.'^t dcniers employed in 
Venice that have come down to ua urc the denari 
Imperiati of Louis tho Pioua (8iJ-8io) and of LoLliair 
(84o-855)- They ore of the weight and quality cstab- 

^oinrgiftn (r>fl l.T molb nnnmo almto cnnlali o I'alTra mtt^ ^ktjitmo Aiif'fo 
m1i pi^iiug a[<tili< proMmn Fart'Lrrin Imni} pdg-amcata roiii'Iclli a iimltu 
ConlD LopogMiiifrrji) iJtrl i^fHTfl TiuTini Hi fircnio. lo dauLno JkoIh vuiili 
fulilrnln do c■•t^frQ Ipnitio iImI bnura'Uli Ccmhiq." 

1 Venice jimst'J lan^ fcr tlio as^tj nf pold. In i CorrW roivfiUn Ji 
af^ntl e iifitiJie trii<i-fili:i\iif fnita tin un tfOivtUmo ^wtfitltio ihl trcth XtV. 
p. lA (piihli^hcd h^ Vi. Gi.ijLnim. CiiU <li <liiilc]|n, iRij^r, nr vfnA ■• K'i(rii»> 
fU Vinpgia chif <[riolJi aninalan i|i 14 logniano delta l^ri dauari fjuanat^ 
ictfl c quirlo d'oro fino," tic. 
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lished by Charlemn^ne, equal to llio pennies of Pavia, 
Milan, Lucca, and Trcviso, save that the word VenecioJr * 
takes the place of the names of those other cUios. Some 
historians wish to see in this fact a proof that VeoJce was 
in actual and direct dependence on the empire, ignoring' 
tlic fact that during the middle ages almost ^11 Europe 
acknowledged tho supremacy of the Germanic empire 
as the legitimate descendant of tho Roman empire^ and 
that the right to coin money was reserved exclusively 
for the emperor, even in tho case of a country that waa 
virtually independent- On the other hand, thes coins 
of Louis and Lothair. cerUiinly from an imperial mini, 
most prohably Pavia, cannot prove a Legitimate eovor- 
eignty over Venice, The name of Venice was placed 
on the coin very likely as an assertion of the imperial 
claims which Venieo only recognised within certain 
purely formal limits,^ 

Venice, ailently forging ahead, suddenly placed her- 
self openly between tho contending forces of East and 
West, almost as though to assert that she was herself 
a power that could no longer ho neglected^ and the 
Treaty of vVix-la-Chapello (S [ o) is a proof that the grow- 
ing race was heginning to acquire weight in the destinies 
of Europe - 

Later on, when Venice blossomed into her wonderful 
life al HioltOt ond proceeded to the consolidation and 
perfection of her political and civil constitution, beyond 
doubt she fell the need to coin her own money; and 
calling down the blessing of Heaven, aa it were, upon 
her future, between the years 655 ond 880,^ she 

1 Papulupoli. N-, Le monetedi Vrnczia. p, ij- Vcnctli, i&y3. 

* San Quintrno. Osicn^. cr'tl. nirfr ori^- f- fln/irAr^fl t\cUt moFwIa VmeJa 
(Memoirp of the H, Acc- di Sfloiue, S^r- 11| T- Xr Toiiaa, \.^kl}. 

* Pflpadopoli, op. tit , pr a3. 



FINANCE, ECONOMY. CURRENCY i55 

niiiilod her earliest coin >\ilh tlio U^gend xpe salt\ 
\E-vEf:iA8. But seeing that tho rights of IIjo crown 
over the mint still existed, wo find a kw years later, m 
trcQties with Rudolph of Burgun^Iy. M'ith lingo of 
Pnn-encc> iind with Berongiir H. that pcrmiai?ion ia 
exphcitly given to Venice to coin her own money; 
ond she continues i*i if^suc coins wfiich hear her riumo 
otong with those of the cinpcmra Co»rad> lh:nry II, 
Henry III. and Henry IV.* These arc tho VenLtimi 
pennies {monstae Icncfhrtim, nostrfie monetae Htnitri^ 
cram part'oram) ao frequently tnentioned in ancient 
deeJr^. For example, there ia the eonlract between 
Roione, Bishop of Treviso. and the Doge Pietro Orecolo 
which mfnljon* Veneljan money. " . ► . annnoliLer 
prrsolvere dehralis voa D. Pctrua dux infnisiTiptn 
Epismpio Tiirvinii'inensi, et mild Uoioiii Epiaeopn et 
encceasoi'ifiitH TTieis» Birsuiitios anreos c^iiEttiinr: t*i b> 
ipsos quiittior Bisanlios no]ueri[nu3 tollere Lnrc pro 
ip^tis Hisantiis diire deheotia de vvstris ik'/iarih lihrsiii 
duus.'^^ TliG will of pietro Orseolo 11, in whieli he 
leaves to his people the sum of mUIe thirtmiorum 
qintii/iitufttifn lihrnratn. spciiks of noMvn moneld and of 
itemtri parvi,* eqnal lo half the tfennri groftsi or denari 
imperiali, which were the pennirs of Piivia, for the 
most ptirt representing tlio two hundred and fortieth 
part of tho imperial potind {lira impcr'iah), composed 
of twenty shillings (soMi) of IwMvG pennies {ff/^nuri) 
each. In tho deed of privileges, coneedod hy Lolhnir II 
to Pielro Polani (i i36), we read : "Proniisit cuiictns 
dnoiiltis Vcneticonim noliis el suecessorihua noslris pro 
huius pactionia federe annnaliter omnl menso Marcio 

1 p4pai)o|4olh, op, ciL, [I, a3i ptutim. 

■ LinJll in ArgclaLj. De .Monctis Jtatne. Piin IL 
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pprsolverc libraa suorum dennriorrtm quinrpiaginla."* 
Il IS clear tlmt llie cinptTOr i? n.'fomng to Vi;neti[in 
money, a* also in the pnssa^^ m ihe rc^newal of privi- 
lege gran to J Iiy Frederick i lo Dotiieiiico Morosini 
(i i5/j) " , . . ppraolvere lihraa suorum tk-nitriQrum L/'* 

WItl]oiiL tikijkg into account the mylliical redo/tria 
nurea of Pictro Badorr (9*^j8), the first \cnctian coin 
without the iicTme of a Carolingian emjieror, and ihore- 
fore williout the evidence of sovereignty in this matter 
of minling, is the marcuccio or half-penny of ^itale 
Michicl II (i i5G), which bears on tljc oLverao the bust 
of San Marco and on the reverse a cross with points 
in the four cantons and round it the Christian name, 
surname, and title of lh3 Doge. In the reign of 
Sebastian Zioni (1173-1178) llie denoro piccolo was 
coined, and under Enrico Dandolo (Tir)a-i3o5) the 
grosfto or matapane, a coin of fine silver wliich enjoyed 
a very wide circulation all over Europe and whose 
name f/rosso has not yet disappeared from tLc speech 
of the people. 3 

Afi regartls tlio coining of gold money, the priority 
belongs, il would nf^em, to Genoa.* Florence began 
to mint her golden forin in ia5a. and Venice followed 
with her golden ducat, cidled later the zccchnh, in 
iqS.'i. On the obverse is San Marco with a nimbus, 
holding in one hand the Gospel, and with the other 
preaentin^ a banner with the cross upon it to the Doge, 
who kneels before him ; on the reverse is the Redeemer 
on loot, with a uimbuB in the form of a Greek cross 



1 Shimpr, Ada Tmpprii, p. 155. iDosbrueli, t8S5-i88i. 

' Thff lerrn ii sUH in mk tmorg liBbraoa^ri, flaped&llj in tJio ula 
of BBrdinei. 
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insulo an elliptical Duroole sLiiddf^t] ^lUi fiUira, tlio 
Gospol in one lianti, while Uic oLlirr iiiijiarLa ilia 
blosairig. TiiiTtt th<^ Unost and most lit^'lily ^'nluud coin 
of \oru(.v, wliioh was in circulation from llnj filior<?a 
of iLo Moilit(*rranean to China, was not Ciilled ihc 
serjtilu till i5^i^V^ The name of "ducat" Has thou 
opjiHed to Uie silver com of liJGi muaed by Uirolamo 

Priui;. 

It h on intricate ond difncuU task to dolermino with 
accuracy llie voluo of money. At Venice, a* elsewhere 
m Europe, the ideal if not the aclual unit was the 
lira, always composed of QOffo'f/^ iind fidenari; hut its 
value was conventional and vaiiable. and scholars have 
in vuin endeavoured to dctermino iho pixvise liniile 
of wliat a lira represented fronj time to time. 

The earliest coin of imporlonce was the gros-to or 
mnUipane of Enrico Dandolo (ii()3). Its weight was 
!\t{^ grains' and ita value was aG piccoii. Ten grossi 
made a iira grossa. The quartcroh, a coin conlcm- 
poiiiry with ihc grosso, represented the quarter of a 
Aoltlo. In i33o Francesco Dandolo coined iJie iirat 
Adido effcUvo, known as a ccROgldo or ginocdddlo^ 
from the fij,-nre of the Doge kncchng. It was of 
silver, weighing 16 grains and reprcacnled from ili 
to 1 8 piccoU^ Dandolo and Foscari coined the mezza/tlno 
or Imlf grosso. wortfi 1 J sofdo. The grosso was wortli 
S soiiU and weighed aa grains of silver- The soldiiio 
ccfioglclo was worth <) piccoU and so was tlie soliliiio 
mtZ2iinuiG. The gro^ixnni^ nf Francesco Foecori weighed 
61 gniius and ivrpresented 8 soldi, us tlic value of the 

^ Arch lii Staio, Cnns. X, Zrivn. rop i^ fjil. 4 

^ TKd gniu. EUd lupivetil frAt-lion tA Mm M'f'p* Veneta. porrfflponJa to 
^a nijllip'aiiiiuta. ii} ci-tklnsiuii, ■ liula l4:t> Uiaii Ujg lAL-nlietli |p.iit "I « 
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fffo.'Hia lind by llinl time reuchod four inHtcntl ot Uiree 
sML The UiiW htitjnli'mo or piccolo of Mitlidu Stcno, 
a bjise cnin cuiT*'**poiidlTiy lo Uil* hvciily-fcuM-llj part 
of a sohto. was coinc*! liy sovL'nil Di>j^t^s. Tin- */'mt- 
trino WM8 worllj a quarter of n .tolih. tlie iniQuliwo a 
Lwelftii; it was a copper coin llmt hrlj iU pljice from 
the roign of Piiaqualo Molipiero till tl^e rt^igii of Alviso 
Gonlaritii. Niocol5 Troii coined lUe first iiia ejjelliva 
(l/^ya): iU weight waa ia6 grains witli 120 grains of 
pure silver. 

Wliat we cun he sure of is that tlie lire of Venetian 
currency were ihe lira di piccoli and the lira di grossly 
Dming several cenLuriea nothing was coined but tlie 
dcfiorOy the two Jiundred and fortiolli part of llie Ui-a. 
Tliifl dcharo, with the steady debasing of the coinage, 
came eventually to be a bit of silver 30 minute that it gave 
rise lo the phrase nUa Urn. and as the denaro, Uie penny, 
was designated panmsj parvuhs^ piccohj and niinalo^ so 
the lira was called the lira di piccoU {libra parvoruTn)^ 
The lira dipiccoU was always the most important coin of 
Venice and lasted from the lenlli century lo the full 
of the Republic' The lira di grossi ordiaari^ one-half 
larger than the piccoli^ was tjsed in esehanges of higher 
value. We have documents which give the lira di 
grossi afi worth 10 golden duciils (i330. hut this was 
proljahlv the lira di grosai dimprcstidi, so called because 
it was employed in n^okoning the funds: il w-ns divid^^d 
into ao soldi, each soldo into la grossly and each grosno 
into 3a piccoli. Then Ihcro was also the Ura di ba/tco, 
used in bunking accounts, worth 10 ducats, or 63 



^ In course uf time Uio f^m wbii rleLa»«d mid to JcprcLiflLal ibAl vt]i'\[a Oie 
lira Wn^'M at tUa r}oi,p ul Ihv ^iif'^pnllk c-nliirir wni motLIi i.9l.i3 lirf itiitinrtf. 
■ E tliD full nl thn Uii|»ulj1ic il svaa Avorlh viilj Lblf n lira iJofumi; Llaal ia (o 
BUI, of a value rcpn^woLoJ bj o-i&d ^rt!u af gKill. 
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lire di piccolL The librae uiiri mentioned in ancient 
deeds were, as somo think, a pounds weight of gold; 
olhrrs mniiitiin thut i\\vy wrro coins Lcnring Ifiis Lille. 
Thrj" say tht? same oflhc redonthi, which no one hua ever 
>©en.' To UA it aeunis proljahle that librae aitrl were lire 
whose deimri wf*re coins of gold. 

B^'sidcB the lir*a the ducat w^is aUo used as a mone- 
tary nnit. The ilncat was firat understood as Lhe dacnlo 
del grosso^] later on it look the name of rert/itflo. Its 
originiil wi'ight was 3.5Co prommcH, iind it remained 
almost absolutely unlouchcd in weight, form, and in- 
trinsic value. The ducat represented io soldi dei grossl 
or Co dei pkcofi — ''clucotua aureus dcboat currere in 
VcnctiiBcl ejus dislrictu pro soldis XL ad grosaos" — ao 
runs the order of tht^ Great Council of June 3, I3S5.^ 
Finally the ducalo corrente, realised in the coin of 
Girolamo Priuli (loGi). became the ideal medium of 
exchange; it corresponded to 5 Venetian iirc^ h toldi — 
Ihot 13, lo 13^ zohii. 

The documents show us great variety in the value 
of the medium of exchange. The penny of the Em- 
peror Louis is the twclflh part of the soida and had 
a8J grains of pure metfiL After about ^78 yf*«rs ihcy 
eoiited the grvisso, of h^\ grains, which wjs wi^ilh a.\ 
of Louis' pennies, bul with an addition of oidy half 113 
much metal. Franceseo Marehiori, mauler in the mint* 
declared it to he of 10 earats. On this, then, as on 
other points, our authorities are not in aeeord. The 
fault, no doubt, lies willi the carelessness of the wort- 
men and of the ofiicials of the mint. An order of 



* "Monwi^Dr Enni? DioJlc" m i [9^ olracL " ki modutloi J'argcnt 
qiw d uu ipcle DuriL/' Da CurialiTt C/uvJiiqitf. etc* 
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Novcmb*;r ii, ii57, calling attention to tho fact ihat 
"lo moncdo eo lano cum poclia raxon o ordcno die 
Ic luia grandtaima inlaniia '^ provides '^cho dobiasc 
obsorv-ar quei mcodi o ordcni h zushir, poiar. mcndar c 
lauomr lo inotiijdo, 11 qual son GUidi trovadi eordcnodi 
per ti nkasacri do la cccha, azoch^ lo monedo ao fazza 
zuslc, bono cl equal/ ' It would flccm, however, that 
but iilllo olteniion waa paid lo "zustar ' or '"pcsar" 
tho coin; for in the Musco Civico in Venice and in the 
Botiacin Museum at Padua wc have 23 specimens of 
grossi dating from JirTcrcnl reigns, all of tlicm fresh 
from tiic mint, bul by no means of equal weight,^ 

Much moro serioua steps >\'erc taken, however, to 
Bupproaa coining or clipping, both of then common 
oUbiiccaH In laaj) the Doge Jacopo Tiepolo threatens 
the loss of a hand, and in ia/ig lines and punishments 
were again proclaimed, apparenlly to little purpose- 
In i3aE provision was made lor an inspection of the 
monej-changcra' benches to prevent them from circu- 
hting COLD that vas either false, dipped, iiled, sweated, 
or otherwise debased. In e357 and Ih^o^ tho law 
threalcncd to blind and deprive of their right hand the 
men and lo cut tho noses of the women found ^illy 
of coining-^ 

In the feverish race for wealth money acqolretl a 
mystcrioiis and vicious attraction, and recourse was 
bitd to the secrets of alchemy for the falsiGoiition of 
coin. Tho viLiI points in history spring to light in 
the detaih. and it is worth while to pause for a moment 
over a cmioes case which introdnccs ua to a chamber 
furnished with retorls and rnniaces, round which the 

1 Arch, di Slalo. Souato. Wi*fi, rog- Ba, to\. B^. 

■ Pailnvih, op. cil. 

' Pkjiadrtjtoli, op. Cit , pnif\m 
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coiners, in a pai-oiysm of greed and fear, are busy at 
Llii^ir work. Iji iitj*)* in llic liouac of a cciLiin 
iccsco de IJfinaj^i. n i^laniii^sllno mint was dis- 
covered, niid ill liio course of lite lrl;il, a girl of ilfl.t^n. 
Casaandra llado, daughter of Francesco's niisLrcss. 
made this deposition, wliich givoa us a vivid picture 
of the workshop and ihc men. ""111 quela caxa, " she 
sojs, "el iera Into ])ii.'n dc fornaxe, Loie el coase de 
Arcldmia: tula lu novlc csso (FrcUieeseo) non feua 
allro cho lauorar da arthimla: i If.klk'ua sbigrii. rami 
o dauage iinhJaii(:hiiriciita ; ot de i^uclfa archintiu uedt.'uu 
cho cl dic(o Fronceseo balteua inaicolli^ VenlliaijL" 
lianogi had made moulrla "de crea, de oio, ed dc 
einiadura* ot li afTirinva al Sol; poi cl mctcua un fcrro 
dcsolo sul qual iera iMlLitado la Ibrma del mjircoUo et 
meleua suxo qucata archimia et poi meleua un allro 
fcrro; el dielo cl facto el marccllo iora belle faeio/'" 
The heavy penalties attached to coining bIiow how 
anxious Venice was to preserve the preslige of her mint, 
while the care she healowed upon it was calculated to 
serve holli her praeticjl inlereats and its fair name. The 
mmtoriginidly stood al San Bartolomeo; then, in 1277, 
it was transferred lo San Marco, probahly to the Bile 
occupied hy Sansovinoa building of the sixtecnlh 
century. At lii'st the (Jrcat Council alone had charge 
of thf^ mint; later the Uoge, liia council, the three 
cliiefs of the Qtiaranlta. Ihe Council of Ten, and the 
procurators of tho State shared in the direction' In 
the aixlecnlh cciituiy the Senate assumed the duly." 
The mint always had its own othciala, iho Massari, 



* Pndfivhn, lip- ckt.. p- >5^ d- 3- 

' PiidD\an. f>cj ma-jatrali ctv eirhtrv ingcnma ncUd Zfcca Ten, (Arch. 
Vaurio, r. XIV, pp. 8. io.) 
TOL. I — H 
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olliorwise Liiown as llie Esihnatori, llie llfficiall aH'oro 
e all'dnj^nlo or allc monefe, recoritcd as i'arly as ia^4, 
lUe Consf^rvuiore , Llie Provvfditot'i. llie UJpriati uUaff}(jUa 
d'orOj Iho Rei^isorl, tlie l/iqulaltori. the Depuiaii od 
aj^wnti nlln pro}*viitiori 'M tlcnaro,^ etc. For tlic worlt- 
mg antl KautJling of iKo precious intlals lliore wem 
minor offjcGrs such as the weighing clerks, the asaayers, 
the minlcrs, and the fulcra of gold and silvcr. 

At the opening of the fifteenth century the Venetian 
mint used to coin i«qoo,ooo ducats of gold, 30o,ooo 
silver coia9, and 800,000 sdvor soUfi, and Venetian 
money, like Floreiiline, was in circulation throughout 
Europe.^ The Venetians were jualilied in considering 
theinaclvea masters of the gold currency throughout 
Christendom, a title given lliem by the DogG Tomaso 
Moccnigo in that striking dealhhcd speech of ius 
(i^a3) wherein he summed up the commerce, the 
nava! power, and the industrial resources Etnd riches 
of his fellow countrymen- 

^ Padovan. Dt-l matjuirali chf cbbera in^rrtnra TifUa Z*esti Yen, Mre'i. 
VtKCtOt T. XIV. pp. 8, 10}. paiaiin, 

* The VenetiflD mini corned twittacfi auJ olLi-r foreign jnuaejq and 
iiif oLb or ail^br itj'k'd sLerliu^ [rsUTiiitifs) for tha llaDfiCsLii: Lovthi md Tor 
Eiiglflnd, T^*^ Mntj'jfor Citraigfh on Oclri\n*r ff. 1^7^, patw<l iLa folbwiag 
OnW; "Quod iddalur in capilulari Pii(>t«riorum da luoiaula ^qsoq qugj 
aiciiL rcdd^^Luiil artii^utuiu do altrtui pruju:Luii] la vitgo mdrcanloriUiu itro 
balijit qijjiiqu^» ^c lenriiur rr<Ldi:re ^ loliJis qumqun," etc. (Jjtr. 
Romuiiiu, Vtd. II, ^. 5^3, n. k- 



CHAPTER VII 

THE NOBLES AND CITIZENS-^ THE PEOPLE 
AND THE CRAFT-GUILDS^ THE JEWS 

DEMOCRACY favours the development of grcal 
lamiLesH who feed the fickle fancjr of the mob in 
order to exploit it later on for their own amhitious 
ends. So it htjppencd in Venice, where the action of 
the populace, which had been the prime factor in the 
early growth of the Republic, failed lo curb the grow- 
ing power olfioiimfew faiiiihcs » ho gradunlly orgiinised 
themselves as a rasLe, pushed onward sU'p hy step, 
and acquired supremacy in the miJst of iulenial dis- 
conls. This process indicated a dcLermined harking 
back to the origins of the race, and therefore those 
fow famihes whic!» came to the front sought to in- 
crease their nohihty and Ln ilatLer their pricte by estTib- 
ing lo themselves Roman or royal descfinls, claims 
that were natural enough hut quite incapable of de- 
monslralion. It ig ijuite certain that the great families 
of the mainland, when ihey look refuge in the lagoons, 
either brought witli them much of their family properly 
or still retained their mafnland possessions, and fiom 
the very first this must have given iLcm the prestige 
of wealth and birth aniou^ the lagoon population even 
before they acquired it by their service to their new 
honie. 

Accordingly, even as early as the tenth century, we 
find persons who subscribed themselves as ''nobilis," 
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and in the very infancy of the Venetian conBtitution 

tlicrc arouc a kind of upper cIlIsb coitiposi^d of llic noble 
and tlie ricli. BirUi coupled wdh wealth lias olwaya 
exercised a powcrl'ul influcnco on llie masses, and Uiis 
coniljinalion occurred omong tfio Vcncliana, who alone 
among Uic peoples of Western Europe liad preserved 
their surnames even through the dark ages. Thanks 
to this fact wc arc able to follow, even though hut 
dimly, the history of ccrlain prominent families who 
were Honrisliing in Venice long before even the royal 
houses of Europe had cslobliaheJ their family names. 

Aa we have already seen, some of tiicse leading 
families, the nucleus of an aristocracy, sided with 
the Greeks: others leaned towards the rulers of the 
Italian mainland. The vigorous rivalry of these fac- 
tions, which finds an echo in the struggles between 
the paliiarcha of Aquileia and of Grodo» agitated the 
lagoon islands during the earlier centuries and held 
llie State in continual fluctualion. Thus the policy 
of the Doge Olxlcrio, who in 8o\ sided actively with 
tlie Franks, brought oboul the events which led to the 
tOTiccntralinn at Ili;iUo. Tlie qnjirrels of t)ie CaiidiEnii 
and the Orscoli now blazed up and now died down, 
but kept Venice In unrest for many years. The 
Ccindiani, wliosu name w.is Jij^erwiirds t^luinucd to 
Sanutlo, were a powerful family with vast possessions 
in Italy. Traililion says that one of the earliest 
tribunes or consuls sent from Padua to Venice was 
Q Candid] to. Even al\er they had acc[uired many 
houses, gardens, and fisheries in the lagoon llipy stlU 
retained their maiid.ind possessions, and were therefore 
bound to side with ibo mlt-rs of ihe mainbind. The 
Parlecipa/i and Orseuli, on lliu conlrjrjf belonged 
to the lljzantine faction. The Orseoli, if not actually 
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a branch of tlio Parlccipnzi, as Fonkmim held, were 
certainly bound to llicm hy Mood and common interests. 
TLcsR great Tarailiea Imdeacli a largo number of relations, 
friends. au|iporLcrB. and dcpt-ndants. all cf ^lioin con- 
Iributfd lo render tljc struggle both longer and more 
suriouB. 

When the Doge PJctro Cnndmno I\ (^Sj>) began to 
ignore the oUigattons of liis ofTiee. pursuing his owei 
ambition?! aims, iitr^lceting bis duty lo i\it} ronstilution, 
»ml acting liki; a drsptit. Mil- jirO|ibr tum^. r^t-'t lire lo 
the pnlare, and in the alrinm of San Marco slew the 
Doge and hU yonng son, who were allcrojiling iliglit. 
The soTi of Pielro, Vilale, pnlmrch of <ir;ido, look 
refuge in Soxony, and culled on the emperor, Otho II, 
for vengeance, while llie widowed Voldrada of Tuscany, 
supported by ibo Cnndianl faction, betook lieraelf to 
Pav-ia, whert) bIio ur^'od the Cmprcsa Adelaide, mother 
of Otho, to declare war on ^cnicc. 

Meantime the opposite party carao to Iho fore and 
elected Pietro Oraeolo Uogc (<)7f»)' "° succeeded for 
Q while in appeasing the angry menaces of tlio defeated 
faction [ bnt they soon broke out once more. Tho 
Doge's life itai-lf was threatened by the Caiidiunl. and 
in all probaliility be would have ended h'n d^iys 
miserably had be nol secrt-lly left the country and 
retired to the rocky rtolitudc of Co!>i)4ano in AipLitainc, 
On the fli|^ht of Orseolo llie Candiarii recovered [wtwer 
and elected Dogo \il;de, hrntber of tbe inurdei'ed 
Pietro; but he l(.io ended hia hfe in the monastery 
of &anl' linrio. Piirly feuds nirnlo peace impossible, 
and the liisluryof the Ii'afling riimilies presents ns with 
nltcrnalions of splendour atid power, of viok-nt death, of 
the ftuilen sadness of exile or of tbe cloister. In tbe 
midst of tbcflo bloody rebellions \'cnice gave birth lo 
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the Hower of legend. We liave ihe loves of Elena 
Candiano and Gerardo Guoro wliich Bandcllo took 
aa Ihe subjocl of a novel, a tale that bears a close 
rcspinblanco lo the love slory of Romeo and Juliet. 
Elena and Gcrardo, hopelessly in love ^ith each other, 
are secretly married hy tlie help of an old nurse; but 
-while Gerardo ia anay in the East, the father of Elena 
proposes lo wed her to Ihe patricifln Vitlore Belegno. 
Elena goca off into a awoon, through ber agony aiid Lcr 
fear, and being held for dead, is buried in the church 
of San Pictro di CaslcUo. But on the very day of her 
funeral Gerardo cornea home, and learning tlie sad 
event, and out of hia mind, he rushes Lo the cImrcL 
find tears olT the cover of tlie tomb and abandons him- 
self in a paroxysm of teal's on the body of his wife. 
Tlie kisses and tears of Geranlo rei^all Elena tolifen and 
unlike the story of tbe lovers of Verona, tlie loves of 
the two Vf^ntsLinus end happily with the pardon and 
hlessiug of tlic old Gandiano. The tale lias no faunda- 
tion in factt but it doubtless has its roots in antlijuity 
and represents tlie simple eliildlikc temper of tliosc 
times, i^'hen boldness and courage were not divorced 
from deheaey of feeling. 

Were clironiclea not so brief and condensed, and 
could we strt legend from fact, wlial a ilood of light 
would be tlirown on the private history of the gri'at 
families which formed the aristocracy of Venice, by 
the quarrels of tbe Moroslni and Caiopnni which rent 
the reign of Tribuno Mcnio, The Caloprini laid a 
plot to murder all the Morosini, They were warned 
in time and found safely in flig)U, all except Domcnieo 
Moroaini, who fell, stabbed by Slcfaiio Caloprini, in the 
piazia of Son Pietro di Castclto as he was coming out 
of the church. The wounded man was carried by his 
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Bervanla to ihe convent of San Zacaria, wliero lie expired 
aniid tears and vows of vengeance by tlie Moroatni 
who liod taken csylum in the cloister,' Blood called 
for blood- The Caloprini ond the Candiani headed 
the Franco-Germ aa faclion, winch, perhaps, aimed at 
the eatabliahracnt of a dcgpolism under Gcrmnn pro- 
tection. The Morosini and the Oracoli were the 
champions of national riglits and desired to maintain 
vith the Eastern empire relations not of subjection, 
but of common interests and mutual aid. But if vre 
examine them closely wc shall discover that these 
riv^ilries concealed not »c much political aspinitlonft for 
ibc race as the personal amhilious of the great familiea ; 
fot wo find the Orseoli themselves, later on, drawing 
towards Germany and seeking to change the dukedom 
into an ahf*olute monarchy. All their elTorts were 
directed to this end. Tbe policy of the Orseoli. who 
contracted marn»gea with the kings of ServiJ and 
Hungary and sou^dit wives for tlieir sons ul the haiighly 
Byz^iiitine court, reveals tfio intention of making (bo 
dm^al authority hereditary in their family and of suh- 
stituting the power of hirth and woallh for democratte 
equality. The hereditary idea is clearly manifested in 
the policy of many Dogoa, who raised their sons to 
tlio position of Dogo-Consort. Add to this tiiat tlio 
Venetian bishoprics were a constant object of desire 
to the great houses, who sought iho bccs for their 
younger sons, and tlvu8» in a way, rendered the 
ecclesiastic^ Buhject to the temporal power. Thaa 
tbe Oreeoli and other Dopes cone^^nlrated both powers 
in their own hands by keeping down the revenues of 
Ibo SCO of Grado^ tlio occleHiastical centre of the 
Venetian comtnunity, a policy wliich rendered that 
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see impoasiWe *ave for llic ricli. that is to spy, for scat,' 
brolliera, or cousins of tie Doge. Gregory VII, how- 
e^-er, by augmcniing the reveunes of llie see, withdrew 
it frora the protection of the Doges and secured atithoril; 
and independence for the clergy.^ 

To assist them in their aim ofestahlishing an hered- 
itary Bovereignty the great families did not hesitate to 
make iiso of Uig people by pLiying on their passJonSj 
A proof of tills we find in the quarrels of the TiepoltJ, 
the aristocratic faction, and of the Dandolo, relying oi 
the mob, though both were rt'ally merely seeking to' 
concentrate power in their own Jiands, These illc-. 
gitimatd aima and violent oppositions, this slruggll 
for power among tfic diverse clomcnta in the Slfile,! 
tormented the early years of \cnctian freedom wil 
deeds of blood, and MachiavelU was right when hi 
declared that no mediaeval State of Italy was niore' 
torn by faction than Venice, But hor real glor 
was that alio, earlier and belter than any other Stale,! 
Euccecdcd in rcBtoring peace. At Venice the fcut 
were between the great familiea rather than bctwcci 
the rich and Uie poor. Ador their firGt futile aLtcmpLaj 
at rebellion, the people of Venice would, perhaps, havi 
welcomed a despot ; but destiny saved them from buL- 
jcction to a tyrant. The supreme idea of liberty had 
greater power than the iicrccncss of party faction, end 
the quarrels of the leading famihcH paved Uie way foi 
the reforms of Uradenigo. 

When Ihc people were once excluded from all shai 
in the government, llie aristocracy set itself to imposini 
upon itself a rigid discipline designed to preserve order J 
power. andauLliority. For example, in the interest* of 
orderly debate, it was determined thai no noble might 

1 GtraruT. SXXVl, 
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enter llie Great Council lill he had reached twcnly-fivc * 
ycfij-s of age. nor tlie Senate till he was lliiily. Noble 
ecdesiastliJS were eicltideil frotn the \f(i{fglor Gorisi'jllo 
with a view to eli(H'Vliig llio ilangeroiis intcrrerenue of 
Cbiircii inlercsla in the managemrnt of Uto Sl;itc ; the 
dignity of the patriciate was maintained by recjuinng 
legitimacy of Lirth and noMhty of marriages. Once 
acquired, tUa privileges of the casle were auiTounded 
with Bareguards; for llicy were nol allowed to slielter 
crime, nor to terve oa a cloak for evil deed*. Expul- 
sion from tlic ordiir was the punisliuicnt irnled to t!»e 
man wlio hod brought simme upon it. Such was iho 
case of Antonio Ariani, espeiled with tlie whole ratnily 
for fraudulent debU. lie vented liis spite hy declaring 
in his will that no son or daugliter of Ins sbould ever 
marry a noble on pain of forfeiting all rights in hia 
legaciee.^ 

Side by side with the patriciate another more modcel, 
but perhaps not less illustrious, order of citizens eamo 
into being. They were known as citttr'Jifii, and rep- 
resented the upper strata of the people* which hnd 
Buceeedcd in emerging — thanka lo an iiitelUgent and 
versatile ecUvity which studied everything, applied hU 
knowledge, and took a thousand fnrma. Venetian 
citiienahip was either of right or of grace. The citizens 

' \i Iho close cf Iho fiQ^rnlli frntufy aJmiAi^ion lo \ha Grcal Conatil 
*ia (frtplr<l by ballut. On DottinliLT 4, EauU PflrbarB's div. llrn jouiij 
ncjNea nlio Jiid iiul tcI rcadiM Lhc Ir^itimalD spc for pnirring lUn Ctiunril 
(ItV-V/ from fln nrn a ball ; iinon^ Iho ball* wfra Iliiily ciMcd ddds- WliO- 
everdrew a gUl ball onlorcJ Hit* ileai Council. 

* \rjqrii. in Iua niLl uf Jiilj 1, i36i, ^jt : "iLrm ngn vngUo dio 
Blcuua (ki iiiiL'i VaA\ |mo«Mi (mot alcxma ii^T^liMoniiD Vtrif^LUra pi^r mii^rr. 
l^hi cfinrrafarl non ahbii m<:iito dol miu» * rbe tnia He noii iH^fitaMii 
ibariLiffai in alciiD tCnlllhomo p^r mcdn ikuuo^ c cDnlrnficfiirJo n^n filibia 
Pienlfl liol mio/' GrnJcinigo, fieUv* Mctiwrh *fi tut aiaavtwi [MttrcWii, 
CI. VII, lUU CoJ. 461J. 
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of riglil were known as ciltadi/il orighiarii; llie order 
included all who hod been horn in wedlock of parcnU 
whose porciits had eleo hclongcd to the order and had 
never plied a raecha.Tiical crall. Citizens of grace were 
those who» in recompense for scrvicea rendered, were 
admitted to the orde-r. AU citizens were known either 
an de ititus or de extra or hoth. The citizen f!e tutits had 
Uie right to hold certain offices in the city and was frE?c 
to carry on any trade ev^n nniong llie more import£»nt : 
(ha citizoD de extra had the ri^ht to sail under the pro- 
tection of San Marco Qnd to trade in VenelJan markets 
with the advantages of Venetian privileges. 

The ciifadini onginariiwGTG not, even after the closing 
of the Great Council, entirely excluded from the gov- 
eniment, A field waa Ufl open to ihoir genius and their 
indu^itry^ hut of course under the direction of the aris- 
tocratic conslilution. The free Stale of Venice, whose 
confititution showed such splendid examplcB of political 
equilibnjm, did not cloao itself at once into a hard 
and fast privileged caste. As time went on, the cilta- 
dini, the gentry of the people, as Pier Maria Gonliirim 
called them, bccamo a sort of second gmde of nobility, 
corresponding to iho equestrian order in Romo, and 
known in later timcaas the order of the Secretaries, equal 
in rank with llio nohilily of the mainland. With 
a view to winning over the order of ciitafJi/u which 
by education and trade had raUed itself to consider- 
able power and had an extensive clientele among the 
people, the Maggior ConsigVio^ in lafiS,' institutrd 
the olficc of grand chancellor* and deokred ihiit the 
ri^ht to hold thta oflica belonged exclusively to the 
order of cilhidliil, which thus was prudeiitly made lo 
form a connrcliiig link between the patriciate aud thn 

1 The Gr&t graod cbaacclior wu Gorrado Ducalo. 
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people. Tlie aristocmcy wisely cxcludrd itself from 
any right to hold tlie office of grand oliarnicllor. — an 
ofTice among ihe very highest in Uie Rrpublic, for it lasted 
for life and allacliLil lo it were special prerogatives and 
prlvlh^'ges, — and therefore the choice fell upon a meiii- 
her of the order of ciHad'ud, who thus hnd tlie satisfflction 
of feeling ihot they were properly represented in tlie 
government of the Stale. The grand c1ianc(?11or ^»h head 
of the Ducal Chancery, had precedence of ail Bccrt'lariea 
of whatever Couficil. was admitted lo every Council of 
State, had the riglit to he present at all State functions. 
look precedence even of Senators, and ranked only 
eeeond to the procurators of San Marco and the Doge's 
Co/is itjlieri. He wore purple, received a fixed and 
ample income, and on his election had the nglit to 
a solemn public entry on his office; on his de»th his 
oljse({uies were iilenlieol with those of a Doge, He 
hore the style nnd lillc of Clievalier of the Golden 
Stole, and enjoyed all the prerogatives of nohiliLy save 
the right of voting. The citizen-ehancellor eialtod 
and honoured in hia own person the elasa from which 
he sprang; wiiilo the aristocracy, maintaining all its 
essential privileges, found in the order of the cUindlnl, 
so highly favoured, not so much a pliant tool as a 
powerful support for Its policy,* 

As a matter of fact, the ciitadirii had not only ihe 
right to aspire lo oU posts in the Ducal Chancery, and 
they were semelimes posts of tlic highest confidence, 
hut aUn lo the upper ranks in the army; and they 
were usually chosen lo reprceeut the Uepulilic diplo- 
matically at many of llio minor courts with the title 
of Minister (Hesidt'/tli!). We will close with Conlarini's 
remark, " To all this we must add a number of posts 

* FDrtu, Dii. del diriOo romuw a VeneUt, T. ID. Veaula, 1779, 
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of honour and proGt reserved for the citiailinl^ such as 
the Grand Chancellor of Crete, the ConslaLlc of Crema, 
and others from wlticli the nohility ia excluded, and to 
crown all, captain of a galley in time of war-" * 

All those vho settled in Venice permanpnlly sought 
the title of ciltailino, which w^aa granted as a privih-ge'' 
to ihoHC who had resided uninLfirniptcdly for twenty- 
five years. Children of forngni^rs born in RiaUo who 
had resided for ten years consecutively had the rlghl 
to claim tlie cillzcnship de intus, and if they continoGd 
their residetiee for anolher sin years consecutively they 
hrtd the right to tlie citizenship de extra} The citizen- 
sliip was also conceded to those who scLlled in Venice 
with their families for two years, provided they paid 
the public burdens i^fcuiont)} Towards the close of the 

^ Contariu], Campendio tinii'rrsafe di repatibtica. p. So. Veutlii, lOoj. 

' Prhtiii^io Wfiq tho lUln of Ihu diplnmi wliirh ^anlei] ciLlicDhhip. 
Priutlf<fi. boihiie intfiM aod de txlec, were ocoAOnallv granlod coaveyinR 1h« 
right to oil prcpo^filWos of iho Vpnctinn nobilUy; ihia imjilicd a Kit !□ 
ilio iWu^ior QoiaiijliQ. But su^h privileges were mro ami nero ufiiaUj 
roaervDd for crowced beaJs. 

* Arrhr 'li SULo, Mng^ur Coniiglio. Afftc^nur, ToL, 95, 1. 3, SfplomJier kt 
t3cj&. *'Qiiod □[UDQM ifui bloLoruDt Qrnix hiliUilorcs Vcpcciiu a XW 
■nni huckuus ei fecerunL et ftLieDl fcictiuiiDA CDmuiiiB Vfarciaruni Ji-bcdnt 
CfiKe Yendi hrjbiUuJo VeiiLvi!a vcl in lerm sulijccLii dominia Voniicta- 
mm . . , ^ " and otk llie umf pa^ oT the Rume dale, " Ili^m ijekhI tlli qui 
itvleruitt vq] tLahunt do cvtoro Veiiecii^ W oDnii el fecitteiil at facvnl 
facjonoB comutLiB KcuiKfum quod diclLim e«l ^Lipcritis poMinl morcaH 
Vtroockls biciiL pussDTiL dUl VtJieli \ e\ quatida crmiL ad LiTinlnum aiinoniin 
XXV lit raj}liLm fuit sijiL VeDcLi fiicul aJii lioLilDndo Veneciis \cl in LpetU 
■ubjeclji duminio Vun«:ianiDi/' 

* Arch, di Slnlo. /VuiW/a, fol. fi, August J^, iJSo. "Ctun pira CApli 
in RL'gjtia dio \1 Aii^ii^li i3^ti du Ji.ii» qui veuieuke iiifri lempufi dui^ruiu 
annortim LabtLnlum \iiac<:ii9 citm tiidre vel lauJMi sua lu^quircbanL fivili- 
laLeni nostrum do inlua cipirnvi^TitH Et > > - cilinictur quod conGrmalio 
A^rniufi »|>ci:lal id Lonorcm uL bunum tio^Lruin- \adiL pars . , . cjuo<] qiti- 
cuinqi]i< do ci^Lcro CLim £ua uiuro \cl alia familia ge uioruui non liaLucrit 
iriTra li^mrmi duoniia nnndfuni proKiiiio VL'iit'ril Vonaciia od hlnniliini d 
LabiLukdum coutinuc in VouociiE. cum prodicU uioro vd lun faouUa 
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FciurtecntK century tlie citizenship de inlas waa thrown 
open to all who csfne to reside in Veiiics willi Ihctr 
families, provldt^tl tht'j applied In the Vmrvcdlhrl iH 
Cormirit.^ This produced such a dcinitjni for privileges 
Liiat it was found necessarv lo lake steps Ui meet llie 
caae. ami a l;iw was pjiH^d that ol) sncl» privth'geft re- 
quired a vote of two-thirds of the Great Council (i5o3). 
Later on an oIFlcs was eslaLlislicd to eorreel abuses.* 

Such provisions a» these brouglil strength and pros- 
perily to tho city, evon as early b% the opening of 
tliG trecento, Tliero was a continual uillow of fiesh 
elotncnta* full of vigour, which tooL a thousand shapes 
and produced adinindde results. The many privik'gea 
conceded hy the Prom'^editori di Comune to thoao artificers 
wdio had acquired the right to citiionship by sojourn, 
whether of fifteen or twenty-five yeara, and had paid 
tlie public taxes, give ub an idea of the various elementa 
which went to mako up Venetian society. Wc find 
iiativea of all parla of Italy, and of the most varioua 
trades* from the simplest to tho most highly skilled. 
Between i3o5 and i3io wc gel a rag-merchonl from 



ot iiippoiiando onerii ei factions* ccmnniii tlcal ulii civ«i ncnrh. tabealur dI 
ill civil iiCHler Ct Vendtifl do inluB ticul Eunt ctloii do \\ atrn'ts. lU quod 
■i hotiUndo cohLiduc pvi dcfcm annos coQLlniiafl ^klcrit eL baliitivent 
VejLCCJt» cum ti tore >el fiiiiulia tun ip^o Titclo mldLigntur es^ id coactiLioDem 
fonrni qui hohU^inl XXV tnaa ct iU [lotthil pofcre ot i^qitirere prtvil^-gmia 
ci^LLitBtH nofitre inlua q\ ciUb sictit pa^5^I]t iUi qui probaul bobitatiotiaiD 
flunDru[ji XXV, El ni qiii« fivcl aKirci e[>c facK'ns uii^Leriuui vvl cxtr- 
riiiLim qi}i vnncrit mtn dicliim Impiiit di^onim aoDonim cum utoro vH 
rimilia KJB fid ttaiuJtim ■ - - «l lupporlandum iTnan r , - powut do pro»ati 

^ Arch, di Stalo, M. C. Leona. M, d". Hit 7. iSgi, "Quod omoct 
farenftct qui urirl^vumqiic vent^rkiiL liibitiitntn VrnarJu mim nth famiLni a 
inodo ufqiiQ uQuin cikQUn proxJoium profontaDdo el fariffndo to Kribi nd 
oflif'ikim jrrovriaorum camunii eiciit in einitlibun Gen con^ikovil. aul lUUm 
chts di] IdLub et pro civIbiiA de lulub Labcautur crt lniclc:ulur/' 

■ h'arto, op' cilt 
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Cremona, living in the Quirini liousos at San OiuliELno ; 
a Danitjl Vcriselli, from Verona ', a Gibcrlo, slrapinnker, 
from Padoa; Natab, a Itatlier merclianl, from isola; 
Egidio ; Cavomoior, oil merclianl. from Feltre ; Pliilip, 
glover, from Pisa ; Maskir Piclro. noUiry of iho Conaoli 
in Padua; Giovanni of Veronan jerkin-maker; Jacopino 
do niva, coppersmith in llialto ; Guglielmo Marchosi, 
goldsmith al San Lio; Morone, from Manlna ; the 
Buoni, oivil-enginoers ; sevoi'al fustian merchants from 
Cremona; Master Giovanni, physician, from Piacenza ; 
Master Roberto, physician, from Bologna ; Master t\aba- 
cino of Florence, reader in grammar; Jacopino of 
Bologna, notary to the Cifique alia Pace; Ser Ventura, 
Florentine; Cirondo, from Lueca ; Codalesnc, eopper- 
smilh, from Ferrari; Maelcr Mino, painter of Siena; 
BonaccofdO, from Milan ; Flordcnimo» fi'om Fahriano, 
and so on. And even thus early not only Italians* 
but alao foreigners, received Venetian cilizicnship ; for 
esnmplc» Fetlerigo, the cutler, from Pasaau. another 
Philip, also from Pasaau, and Conrad, a German dycr,i 
Thus fresh blood Howcd in to renew and invigomtc 
the community. The Republic also, on nue occasions, 
granted by diploma, or golden bull,* the privilege of 
citizenship rfe i/'Uis el tie extra ■Nvith the enjoyment of 
all rights appertaining to the nobility, to persons who 
bad deserved well of the Slate or who were remarkable 
for their abiUty : for example, in i3i3, to a certain 
Master Kavagniu , physician of Belluno, as a recognitLon 

' Citmmemm-iaVi fitg.^ T. 1 nuJ II, Lib. I anJ \\\. Vtne^ia, 187C, 1878, 
' The lineal seal or buUa Ai\ac\i{'\\ lo iLe di|tloiua did nol chnu^ Lho 
Imrort of tbe ^^^A l>; chun^ ia llio iiii?laL BnUi ot ^Id. liUcr, or load 
*cro u?cd in necordittico wilK iho rank of the pei^oii on whom ihe privilege 
VBfl conft-rroJ^ Vitnit Mkbiol's iliplonia tu tho eduiuiijdc oi \rEjo (Jufio 
38. \\M\ hi9 a. Isadca sBal, do wbidi wu Uia fi^piro af llic Dogo 
kneuliug before Son Mirco, 



t 



THE NOBLES AND CITIZENS 175 

of liis ekill in liia profession (suae arlis emlnentid). 
From the days wlicn Venice began to rule llio scaa and 
Lo claim Lhc rcsjioct and admirallou of Euix>po for her 
polilical constitulion, the privilege of cilizcnaliip was 
eagerly sought by foreigners not merely as an honour 
hul also OD account of its utility. The conditions of 
navigation were at that lime wretched, hut under Ih© 
banner of San Marco every one journeyed safely- Even 
foreign prineca and the moat illuslnous personages of 
foreign countries sought Venetian citizenship lo aafe^ 
guard their trade and lo command, when necessary, the 
protcclion of Venice, For example, such a privilege 
was granted to the Scrovegni of Padua in i3oi, to 
Aizonc Marquis of Estc and Ancona (i3oi). lo Uam- 
baldo of Collalto (i3oG)» to the Lords of Camino. to 
Dalmasio de BanoUs, captain-gencrol of the Holy Sco 
in Feirara (i3i2)» to Maladino, Ban of Croatia and 
Bosnia (i3iS), to the Lords of Carrara (i3i8). lo 
Lodovico (jon^aga, Lord of Mantua, to Azzone Vis- 
conli, vicar-general of Milan (i332). to OsLasio da 
Polenta (i336). lo the Malaspinas (i33g). to Enrico, 
Palriarth of Aquileia, and lo Galcuwo. Coant of Mou- 
tcfeltro (i3j13), to the Duke cf Athens and the counts 
of Sanseverino (i33i), to Ilumhcrl II, Dauphine of 
Vicnna(i3i5). toObertoPaIlEivicino([3/|8), loSleplieii, 
lliG (Jreek emperor (i35o). lo Federico Suvorgnano and 
Antonio delJa Scala, Lord of Verona (i385)j^ to Jacopo 

1 UcTG \i ihB Utl or Ike iJiplomi irhlcb cretled AoloDio delta Srili ■ 
ciUiDQ or Vfloica aad ■ mcml^cr of Kha Grcul CouDciJ, '* iZ^b dio XVJtl 
Juaii — GapLi. Cum iiiagniJIi:ii» ot {xiIoqs dainiuua Antbaniua de U Seals 
duminiJi Verona callpguIiiH riij<>lpr lialiciit KJn^lirem et smcrrifikimuin 
liTechrm p<T^o>CTandi icinpflr in pcrfaola amkiciA cum nc4tro domipio ot 
fed ruLoraadum cldoindailranduLii »u4m Dnliii^LLm diipositiapcnx td uoDorcm 
el »Ul\iiu Duslnim oplut Ijl-H cWu Qt&Lcr ut da auslm uiuori covsUio 
^od menlB ct corpora 9JI uniEui cum nostra domimo, \idil pan t^oA in 
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iM Vorrao (i388), io Franceaco di Carrnra (iSga). and 

f^o on. At otlicr limes the citizCEiahip was conterrcd on 
a wliole cksa of people collcclivcly as a reward for 
deaerU, An example is found in the golden bull of llie 
Doge MicJiclc Stciio (i4oo)i granting the Venetian 
Citizenship to tlie nobfea and citizens of Zara,^ 

Venice enjoyed tlje proud privilege of feeling herself 
flnpcrior to other nations and of conferring on her 
citiccns. as did ancient Home. Loth authority and respect 
fcy the weight of her mere name. 

By such wise dispositions the Republic maintained 
her position firra . and if the people found itself removed 
from the administration of aiVaira, still we ore not to 
suppose that all paths to public honours were closed to 
it. In times of need, when the treasury was exhausted 
by wars, the patriciate was put up to sale and the 
VencLian nobles received in their midst some of the 



bona graliB ssmiiiiaiiir ct fidL civis pnglcr cl dq iioBtro lutiori consiUo cum 
liliiH€t h<!rBdibiii kuih." (Arch, di Sla1o» Magginr CocsigUo, Dfffibgrtsiiani^ 

^ TliQ JiH:»]iu;ut noa v'liti'd by LjuLio (5/eui, spccitnit'ai hist. Siai-oruia 
merid.t Vat. IX. p, ri. jtagabriao, 1^7^) Bcd i¥pulUi^ial Ly Lauaniu 
{fVucia Arck. Yencia, T. Xl\\ p. 3tiS) wilh soma vdriaatn. Lauirim 
dcacrilios ttiQ BoUa, wbii:b la m ibc MuscO BolUicin «t PAdui. ll id 10 Uifl 
fi>nu of a cjliD'lricaJ Loi oiid h alLDchLd Lo lliti |iarcluiieDl. It ii of guld- 
haf coverinfT tiotna other malf^rinL |>roliahlj vit- [i hu a ^iameler of 
ioriy-hix miUimclros and 1 ihicknoH of pboul nino. Ou Lho right side of 
lliD obtcreo is SdU Man:o. bLandln^ up Lcfon h'n tbrona ; bo Is draufld in 
k djlinallc and ilolo aluddnl ^ JLh crosses, his milte on hit bead, surrouuded 
vilb an atin?.-ilci- Hit rigbl band gTa^^ni ihiS RtafTof h» bdnni^r. vLlch TitVt 
ia lijo nii'tdlc of Iba rnad^il, hia lalt butdfi UiQCpi^D GoFpoL Round (he taial 
nina Lhe legend S. MARCVS. On tbo left of tho DbrefaD la lho Doge 
Hlindiog up, cIqbd tbavcn, dr«gB4^ in By;antiitfl rolicrt) with (juic mid 
rtianLla soivn uilb [i^^arK; ihc ducal buiinct on Iiia hoiH- His rig^Ut hand 
IfT&spq a bbiin^r. hJe loft Lho fiCfoll of hid/i'ammrone. Ilia legeaJ fiver (bfl 
Dug*! nitJB MJCIi\EL, STENG. DVX. Tlia i*hdo of ihc rovarjo is occo^ 
piGd wilh tbc lagciid MIGHAEL^STEJ^O CEUGftATlA DVl VEHETUl 
ET. C, 
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plebeian famiHes wlio by honeat labour hod amassed 
riclics. How eagerly llje litis of patrician was sougbl 
for Tve may gallicr ivom ibo story o( ?^er Lunardo dell' 
Agnella, corn merchant, of ihc pariah of llie Mater 
Domini, who died of a broken heart when be Found 
liimscir sliU 0](cluded from llie Great Council in spite of 
having olTGrod himself, an attendant, and pay for one 
hundred and fifty men for one monLh during tbo war 
of Cbioggia. 

If the Venetian constitution enforced tbo power of 
the nobility, it also protected ond guaranteed ll»c people 
from every injury; and so after llie early and transitory 
agitationi^, we find paLricians and people mutually 
supporting each other and cof^perating for the common 
weal. While the aristocracy disc barged its political duties 
with that equity which unites divergences and corrects 
inequalities, the people, in tho largo liberty of industrial 
life, opplied its practical intelligence and developed its 
powers in tbo craft-guilds and corporations, surging 
ahead with silent persislenco and growing In impor- 
tance through its various aasocialionSt which were all 
regulated by the St^ite. In the conatitulionof the Stale 
each individual had Eiis \atuo and his rights, and tho 
Btory of tho Venetian guilJe. which may truly be colled 
ibe story of the Venetian popolo, was as glorious as 
the political history of tho Kepublic* Wo shall touch 
upon them bricHy, for tho privato life of a State is in 
fact nothing clso than one of tbo leading elements in 
tlie complex whole of complete national life, which, 
even in aristocratic governments, always contains some 
traces of popular ideas and sentiments. 

From tbo very outset the Romnn tradition of con- 
centi-aLing the various arts and crafLa in guilds, a tra- 
dition which survived in somo provinces of Italy even 
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dunng the dork agcs,^ tvds in all probability slill in 
force oinoiig tlic rcTugccs of Uic lagoons. The Cronaca 
AUinate, dealing with the earliest period, records llie 
culhnga of saddler, smith, carrier, shepherd, hulcher, 
flesher. etc, end gives as a list of persons who took 
their surnames from these occupolionsfind verj" probaLly 
formed a guild.' Tradition spcaka of an association 



1 Thmnirv^Tilof lh« ^Hdsdurui^LliDearljmiddlo i^ hisbi^n dvniod 
lij Peveral wrilcT»(5oIrni. I^ ostari'Hioni in UaliaeMitH ie origini del Comim*, 
ModaQBt 17 E}^' KobcrLi. Le Corpo'v^i'iil pttdovnne H'arli « nmlieri^ 
Yflpciii, 190:!') ll is irgiicil Uiat lUe Roa^aii orgamcaliun of loLuur must 
hivc diiappesroul before ihe dominilinn nf the LDrhariau^. who d^rod Id 
sweep swaj «U ioaliluliotu wbicli taiglkt ri?call (heir bflled HdL?nu4«. 
TliM ma; bo Iruo oi Boma. bul it ia nol tnic cf oW lUlian fitoviacca. For 
eiLBEuplo. uflor Itia fall of Rocui. Ilia GotUu Lad mdi^UL rales Lo sujiorvjse 
tho corn JcagiicH; wg [irid a i^uild cf tcop-boilors bL Piaplcf !□ Lho miQi 
conturv, and >Dollii>r of bakcn ni Olraoto. The giiiUi of lho Afdr-4f''J 
C"/riiiciai vTfis recognised b^ Lho Lombard Linff, Rolmi (()3G-653) ; ea ctrJj 
as UiQ iIbEq of Pope Adrian I (773-7^!>) tbura viiitd ia Ramc ii5»ocLaliGii> 
»iot onlj of wldit-rj, nnlarira, *iid jmnlifical cloti^len, hiil bUo of iJoclon, 
wortrjicn, moichaati, unil arUs'ni af til kiitdfl' At Liia eomo pchod wcfinJ 
iu l4om« iLio Stt\otae Ptr^rinomtn tot Je'^s, Grcoks^ &axou», T'litstinden, 
IjODibard^. uml Fr^iriLi ; Ihej weiu t-bltlilisbL-i] fir^l for puT|M3w» oT cJirraLinn, 
but in Uio uinlli la iha «luvt>uLh retiturieft llii*^ iinJcrLook Iba cars of 
plIgriniB. Tl»c^o ^UJb, calla! aWts nflpr ibo Indo thcj f.'llo«cd, bad 
Uiu[r BtaLuLcs (jxjclii). a WurJi^ii (/'Mur, ;;ruJLKfijm), ibcLi cburcJi* aqJ tbcir 
cemtlerj- Grcgoroviua, St^ Ji /tfjma n^f if. E,, Vol, II, p. t&i- Trim, 
Tflnoiia, 1873- 

3 S[inoa»rclJ. La Cmnaca AUiMtfe^ trad. {Arch. Veneio, T- XIX, p. 
SaS). Tbe foUovijig pauagc gives u» the varioua calLIiigB conncL-ltd vitb 
Um cliaic, pailuriDff, Bf^LCulLure, vidiialMrg, navi^altoii, and euU^ianA: 
" /^f oPf^rikm et ejpereiliit niior\iinda"i V'eiu'lamm aili'iaortWi. ■ - ^ Uttolus 
ciirn matrona more sua ni fiUis (uia lumtus (Jumfntii) ti npiibili craut 
ruslodiLorcii: ScnaLorca BQllin craiit rotmButeii ^ PinccaUi bracl]o>i (btann'f 
maioret cranl vardjlnri?t : "V'akarii Cane? ob^crvabant : \anflr[i vani fac'Edtca 
el ulorw cusLoditorfs: Mudj caLelJj DulricioDcs ot cialcrea D»iduc: Pa»- 
chaLicit grua parcburura n^lcrtt^» !a jjaalu; CTi^toll ca^lr^loreb Acti 
aangiielaturea cqmiruni fuertJDL: GardiacoE Gaurui aJilrriD ducQjuB factnrcs^' 
Ciro4S€oBi:iinvH. pt boviw nieoflvnniTil, el cam^maiignbaiil : Vflnifrii, l^avjirii 
■ppcllantur, ra\aaol cai»l'>9 ot |porraE dnuabanL J Biuicaa boccalrii rctiurnloa 
eraat ; Bccccaj jrcf comperalorHHuocciuorgsisivviaforacvaotVffiKlGitLfia; 
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of box-makers (cassdiert) in the tonlK cenlury nnd u 
passage added to the clironjclc of Joliii tlic Deacon 
mentions a guild of smiths about the year looo. 
But a more trustworthy eviJcnco as regards tho crolV 
guilds is the decree of tlie Doge Polani (ii43) whicli 
organises their port in public processions.' In 1173 
tlic Dogo Seboatian Ziani proTUulgukd his victuaUing 
law. and at tho same time instituted Iho CoLirt delia 
Gii2sii:ia, whose duty it was to enforce the regulations 
regarding the sale of wine, corn, lish* fruit, fowls, oil, 
meitl, and hrcad.' In the year lafii the Court dr^lla 
Giirstiilfi was suhdjvided into two ofCceSj each with 
tlirce oiTicials, cilled the GmstLieri Veccki and tJie 
Giuslizieri Nuovi. The first were intrusted with the 
Bupervision of all trades except the wool business, 
tlio second connned their attention to all that ciiri- 
cerncd tlie supply and distriliution of victuals. In 
by-laws far the various crofts tlie Giustizifri dtTinrtl 
the duties of tho guilds towards the Slate, and re- 
quired tlie artisan to swear sapra sancla dei evanffclia 
that he would faithfully perform tliem- They also 
inspected all factories to enforce the regula lions hy 
tlie punishment of olTenders. The Oiuslizieri con- 
stituted a court for all disputes afTecting the discipline 
find the practice of the trades, and thus secured their 
development.^ During the middle ages the artisan 



Bicinj biTljLCiiij i|i»i fuorunl Korlicilorai berbicinorara Glionim eorum, 
pcdcH do omnihiifi heiiliift Lfniicrunt." 

I Miiralfj", Anihh. Ilol.. Wut. LXXV. 

' Morliccld* L'Ujfich lit-fia Citaliiiit vccctda d VcnesUi, pp. 6 tud ^o 
(MUcclUitu-n tli'lSa Drpuimhuc Yrntta di stnria pairia. Vol. \11|. 

* Wtmln-iAa hif [iiih|is|iE>il wilh crmintii noton llto t^niiilnlari tffUt Arii 
Vi-nvzi'ing tottofioxU afia Giiiathiit yyt<iita e mmva Jalit fvi^iii al MCCCWX 
(pubbi, doll" hi. rior. n„ amim, iScjG, Vol, I; nyob. Vol II>. Thuj 
■re, for Lho aioti pirt, preBcrvod in a cdJgi il tbe ArcUivio di SUto. 
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guil<ls perforrnDd wonders, now conlrihuling to tfio 
poliLJcol life of iho Stato by recording tlicir votes or 
tnking a jiurt in tho gcni^ral aBsemblics; now by cciUing 
llic citizens to nrina in the piazza for tlio defence of tho 
countryT^ c by furnishing wilh extra ordinary nipidity 
crews for the ships of war; or again all this vigour was 
peacefully devoted to the service of religion and directed 
to the building of churches and basilicas. As the 
freer form of tlie constitution grtiduolly changed, both 
reasons of eoonoroy and reasons of State imposed inore 
binding rcgulolions upon tfic guilds, which, in return 
for privileges, were called upon to render special aerviccs 
to the Stole and to pay taxes. ^ As the aristocrocy 
developed in boldness and in wealth and made itself 
Bovcrcign in tlio State* with o view lo concentraling 
the various aits and croils in guilds, new alaLutea 
■were passed or tho existing ones were modified. The 
reguiuiiona imposed by tho guilds themselves were 
gradually remodelled or obohshcd. end step by step the 
arts and crafts vrcre brought under the Burvcillonce of 
the Giustizieri. of the Censors, of the I'rovveditori di 
Comun, and of the Inquisitors of State. The govcm- 

nirked CiatU-ia Vfeehia h^ittn I, rfQitti/i t. Ther tre dividiKl ialo twc 
^oupi. The Ont coDlniuB tLiu ncl« nr iLa courL bcforo It via dlvidci 
{FubniHTji 1119-1113; Pimetiitior, isOi) and cDnsiAls of lUo bif-lawB 
of Iha lailorKn douhli^l miikprn, brinl-rHlAr*, li^hmoTi^r?, rijL-moa, baien. 
bcmji-EpiiJiien, goMimiUic. hiickKlftrs. dvcn, docton, and jjiIdIe. TL« tat- 
Olid ^oup IB afclGuhtfu] dato, but probal>Jj< anlcrior to Lho divisicn of Ibo 
courl jL!crecd by Llio Great Council dd riuvismbcr 33. isdi, ll coultjus 
tbe hj-lflxvPi of the vinlncrA^ ihc dni^i^^. iho bow-niBken, Ihe kcepen of 
Gom m»nir««, and Uio maLen oi u'cig-ht* rind Tnonnurcii. 

^ Tradition lells ai tliiL Oq tb« rape of iKq VrncilinD Wdop hj tLe 
Slave piralei. tbe iToi-m^kMra w^rfr tho lir&L lo mm Lhu boaiji end to give 
chaifi lo Iha mbhrrq and lo cniiih llinm. In 1^10 il ivai Ibc (iiiiJd 
ol Painlora wba muttered in (ha Campo Saa Luca and routod a p^rl 
pr BaiariLontc I'iCpolo'a fcillcnvcn. 

> SagroilDp Saiit Cotuorkru: dcUc Aril, vXc., cll.> Cup. U. 
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menl vicwt?d with Batisraclion the expsnaioii of tikose 

insLilulioiiH of a purely economic cliaractor, as they 
eorvcd lo absorb and occupy tltc abundant vigour 
of llie poopk*, whiih might othorftise Lave proved a 
menacQ to the rii^uJ govornmcnt of the noble caate. 

The people fourula way to reconcile their aspiralionfi 
and noeds with a law which, while it protected ihein, 
was not tbo same for oil. All wisli lo reclaim ihoir 
lost position in the management of public aHairB slowly 
died away after the failiu'c of one or two conepiracicB, 
and nobles and [>poplo, those two diverse cIciTionta 
in the SlJitc, after clashing ot first ond slnigghng on 
their diverse paths, gradually and quietly look each lo 
its proper lino of life. To rcinovo oU cause of di»- 
conlrnt which might have induced rebellion, llic gov- 
ernment took cflTO to show regard for the erti&nns, 
among whom the arsenal hands were ohjccla of special 
favour; their fotenK^n ond mastei^handa had right of 
access lo tlie Doge's apartments, they were intrusted 
with the presenalion of public order, tlie arsenal was 
committed to their sole charge, and such was the 
coniidence reposed in them by the governoieat that 
no one was admitted as a workmuii in the mint who 
was not an arsenal band, inscribed on tlie arsenal roll, 
a uFiild cf the arsenal.' Again, the art of glass- 
blowing was guarded with jealous care, and if the »on 
of a patrician married a rlaugliter of a glass-blower, he 
rcUiined his right to sit in the Great Council just as 
though he had made a nohJe marriage.' The artisan. 
ahsorhed !n his work and in eoinfort4.djle ctrcumstanreH, 
incessantly occupied by liis tnide, became ati upholder 
of peace; he neither desired nor raised eivil dissensions, 

* Dvcroo of Dcxemijcr 31, iZ-jGr 
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nor dill he rosent tlio patrician class, I)ut niLlicr look* 
oil it as the prolcclor of his pro^pmty anil his wealth 
Tho people, cii'ljarifd from Gspiring to olTice in L 
State, found an oulUt for tlieir natural pride and desi 
for prosperity !n the new fii^ld of nciivity laid open 
tiiem Ijv Uki? guihls ~ tho rond to fortune l:]y before thent 
they could riJte to such honouraljle ofHccs as those 
masstiro, lianctile, gnsUihlo. On tho oilier liand, the' 
nuhlea, liaviiig absorbed the sovereign powtr, judged 
it wise lo win over those whom tliey bad deprived of 
a voiee in the Stifle, and so showered beneRls on the 
guilds, from whieli tlicy always received a warm sup- 
port down to the very end. And so the respect for , 
the constrLution, which was ailirmed in solemn phraa^^^ 
in the opening paragraphs of the slalutos of each art,^^ 
found expression in fact whenever tlie country eallett^i 
for defcncQ against attack or assurances against thrents^H 
Those guilds wore lite so many small but vigoroua^^ 
republics ; thoy wore under the protoction of a patroj 
saint, enjoyed a revenue^ held a court, and were go^ 
cmed by 6t;iLuies, oasemblics, and olliciats ; they bui! 
guild hulls and spent considerable Bums on cliontyJ 
The guilds wero called Scuole (Schohe), from ihe^i 
Greek cr;^oX^,^ a group of individuals. The wor^^f 
primarily signified the place of meeting of a lay guild 
of dcvoliouH The earUeet use of ibo name as applied. 
to a craft-guild is lo bo found Jn a will of !ai3, froi 
wliicli wo galhei' that even thus early certain cral 
were erected into guilds under the protection of 
saint, with the right Lo poseCBB and lo ioberit, ani 

^ Ssgrodoi op. clL. p. 55. 

* Th« Jjf^t morning of trj(oXwf is ttst. U?i«iire, divonion, eipM-Jjilly 
lilrrarv -. boaee lbs word camo Id raeia \ho place wliaro lelLcrv ito Uiig-ht| 
t ficliw>l. toil GdiIIj* id Llic ruL^fl of Arcidtui. Jloooriufl, tld Ibeoilc 
■ ^Toup i>rporsaD9, 
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ihorefore ^ith a corporate capacily in tlic eye of the 
law.i Tliero wore three kinds of Scftokie or guilds; 
[he guilds of devolion.^ such aa l!io Schoiae Boitutorum, 
in wlucli tUo brollicra were unitod by Llio bond of 
rcli^ona piety only, and somelimea practised flngeila- 
tion ; the national guilds, auch aa the guilds of the 
Albanians, of tlio Slavs, and of other foreigners, who 
were under llio protection of the saint of their native 
land ; the art!5- and craAs-guilde, which often chose aa 
patron aomo eaint who had followed their ti'adc, as, for 
eiamplc. Saint Aniano for cobblers. Saint Cosma and 
Saint Damiano, who were doctors, for barhcra. 

Six of the Scuolc were called Scuoie Grandi on ac- 
count of tlicir importance, wealth, and righta; lliey 
were the Santa Maria dclla Caritb, founded in ia6o, 
San Giovanni Evangeliala, Santa Maria dcUa Miacri- 
cordia, San Marco, San Rocco. and San Tcodoro. 
Minor Scaole were very numerous; they were also 
called Fragile, composed of men who were following 
one or other of the aria and cran.s : theae, too, like 
the Scaole Grandi, had their lialls, or at least a chnpcl 
in some church, k^omc of the crafts were concen- 
trated in a einglo association, others were divided into 
the various branehea of the trade {colonnelli). For 

^ MoDlicolo, La cottilaziono del Dtyje Puti-o Poiam, p- i6 (Romt, Ace. 
Aei Liutci, 19OCV 

° Knirja^ \he guilds of de^oliiiD lud of tbariLj ^e roty Dote Ibc Sftiota 
d^W Aiannrinta de^ Zitppi. mido up oriitmn mi!rnl>erh. 'Y\\e giiilil arqiiinH] 
from Ihe Moinuaj aa oralonf, whiiLh fclood in the Cimpo fioat' Angtlo. 
Evcnf ycir, in April, Qjc lima brcLbrcn dinod with iho CJoDtarini fnnuilj at 
lliG (jarlUn vfliPO \Xifry sal ilv^vn t\ \\ie bigh lohb, Tho §;mEd doirered tbo 
daughlon of ila meinlHrt. Thn zonfi (miinifld arxl Mind) al^o hrOorjgcd Lo 
iLe giiilff. Lul could nol Df^ire ta tba oflica of nai-JL<ii, uLo by Lka fttnltito 
WBA required \u be un soito Atrr Alan^hnto mtadiaviic, peraUh el 10 die far 
lal yastakh nht se posii £xcr(ilat ai ^isotni 'U ia aeitU tti ffun! fion p^lrin 
uprraiae algun zonfa tnxr tir\n. GicQgoi, Ikf. VtR., Vai. U, p- jtttiL 
VdL V, p. 63S. 
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example^ Ujc mercers (niGncrl)^ one of the oldest guIUIs. 
wilh records dating back to gin. ended by being divid 
iiilo eight brtuichcs; (i) the Flanders mercers, d 
ing in wool, worsted, and tnpc ; (a) manufactur 
end vcndora of wcha and valances of gold nnd eilvcrl 
(3) hosiers, vendors of kaiUcd goods ; (i) glovers ond 
vendors of poudrc de Chypre {mutchUn)'^ {fi) b 
workers and scale-makers ; ((i) iron-raongcrs and jcwcP 
lera ; (7) iron and lead merchanla ; (8) peddlers and 1 
vendors of wine atratncra, spectacles, lutes, and miiBical 1 
insLnimenLs. ' ^H 

The slalutes of ihc various aesocJaliona w^crc know^^ 
at first as capilnlaria, shiaia. ordinamenla ; later on. in 
the thirteenth and iburteenlh centuries, they were called 
martegola {fjialricula).^ The number of memhera was 
nnl liinitefl> but nt>t everyhodv hud the ri^dil to he in- 
scribed on the books ; proof of fair repulo and of skill 
in tlie crnft were demanded. Pnntlces under twelve 
years of age wxre not chgible. Apprcn tree ship lasted 
from five to seven years; the paid hand worked for 
three years and tlun, after iin exiim inn lion, be was 
passed as a master and Hcqiiinrd tbe riglit tn open a 
shop, Elaeb mendjer paid an arnuul t;ix — called the 
iaglione — to the guild, and another tax on the rcLutns 
of bii4 earnings, calletl, IVom Its lightness, the tfusa 
Irrspiisibile. Chapters or general assembHes of th^^ 
guild were held in the Scaola, called also the AUrertjo^^^ 
their business wa* to tliscuss queallons aHectlng the^^ 
guild, and to elect iho guild ofTicers. As early an the 
tenth century the warden or head of the guild was 
ealled tlie ^tixtahh, the name applied in ancicril limes 
to the head men of townships subject to \cnelian rulo 

1 Cicogna, Tkr, Trn., Vol. I, p- Si^. 

3 gp^pdo cTTDDCoualjr lliiaki IhsL marii^rjfa may mean madre-rffjotc 
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The vieario took the ga^takto's place iu hii atsencc, 
und ihe cornpfujni, or niemLera of ihc cotnmiltce, ivorc a 
treasurer, a wcreUry, a collector, two auJilora {ilndart)^ 
and an asstrssor of the rates. No one mlglil refuso to 
serve under pain of a ivwc. This ohhgatlon to serve is 
recorded Tor Lhe first time ni the sLaLuLea of the drug- 
giata, dating, pcrliaps, from April. 1^58, and in a clauao 
of the atniules of tlic gohisinitha of May, i^tia, where 
the fine is fi^ced al ten solid tU grossL^ 

The spirit of llie Vcneliati consLilulion generally was 
reflccLed in the constitution of the guilds. Just as the 
aristoeratic government of tlie Slale lendcd to reslricl 
ilself to a few privileged families, so, as though hy the 
very compulsion to imitate, the craft-guilds, which in 
the middle ages gave such sn admirable impulse to 
lahour, gradually concentralfjd ihomsclvcs in close asso- 
ciations hampered hy prescriptions and Limilalions. 
Monopoly, especially aH-or the Gftecnth century, became 
syslematised and stilled all advance. Just as protection 
was adopled by the Stale against foreign products, so 
the crafl-guilds jealously guarded trade secrela and the 
crafts were forbidden to those not enrolled in the guild- 
Even among the members of a guild a species of aris- 
tocracy canio into being in the capi misiri or master- 
workmen, whose sons enjoyed special privileges; they 
were, for eiample, exempt from apprenticeship, from 
service as a paid hand, and from the examination for 
the master's certificate. It was not, however, a rigidly 
close aristocracy ; it was always alive find renewing 
itself, for each apprentice knew that when ho had 
served his time, done his three years as a paid hand, 
and passed his examination ho would become a capo 
mlsiro and would leave to hia sons the privilege of 

^ MtJaticglo, Capilolari, [i. ^-j, a. a. 
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rank witliout apprenticeship 



rciiciui 
enain ilia lion - 

Among tliG Venetian artlsnns patriotism and soli- 
darity, no small fstclors in ihoir power, were inspired 
by genuino re-ligious fervour, anJ Venetian guilds did 
not, like tLe FrencU aa so c in lions, bruak into two distinct 
branches, the one purely lay and economic, tlie other 
religious, but both fonna rcTnained fused and united 
togetlicr,^ In the guild statutes wo lind the religious 
sentiment closely allied to the highest practical aspira- 
tions, end the opening paragraphs, which invoke tho 
protection of God, of tho \irgin, and of the saintB, 
and prcscrtho the use of pioua ceremonies, arc fol- 
lowed by instructions and rules abounding in practical 
common sense and utility. For example, the govern- 
ing body of a guild is required to pay close attenlion 
to all that is needed for carrying on the industry, cum 
prode el honore domini ducis et communis Vcnecifirum 
{Stainto pelizeri d'ovra vera). Raw material of n bad 
quality is not to be employed, and in some of the 
crafta tho rale of wages is fixed, and so too ihe quality 
of the goods.* The <juaHty of botli gold and silver 
"was prescribed for tiie goldsmiths ; false gems were 
prohibited, such as crystals tinted to imitate topas, 
ruby, sapphire, or emerald. Vendors of corn or vege- 
tables were obliged to have their goods measured in 
Uie exchange cam iuslo siaro vel quaria aai mensara 
buliaia cam bulla comunU Vencciaram. The hemp 
spinners were supervised by three inspectors* to insure 

^ Robcrli, cp- cUr, p. 160. 

■ Monticolo. Cafihotari, eic. p. 139, n, Bj p- 137. Bj Iho Cttpitolare 
ct Ihts biickatora Lhojr aro forbidden la boH nl in Rinko r^l in San Mfxrm nl 
in tu h barcUe nl per if ctniradt ni in jM-^rnn rtl int pcnie al^tmo tutta 
ttnpralmcnle ahe a[tfia a la inffrzaria, Fil corleUu Fii feramrrtit nl fabricatie 
afffunCf a] coneUr. nt latieci, fiI caldiare . . . aalao vitauUt, 
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the legal slandard. Fisli, especially fish from Cliioggia 
aiul PuvcgliQ, was brought al palo. that is, to a UiH 
pole, where it was valued, p[iid a due. aud was sold. 
Tlie fisli-marktt was daily inspected for the destruc- 
tion of rottea GsL,^ 

The master was bound to gire his Apprentice several 
days' warning if be iritendcd to disiiiiss inin, and so 
too die apprentice if be intended to leave his master. 
It was forhidden to "* Si^ibico'' (ificaidare vel uifjlirlut'i'). 
by promises or ofTrra of bigher wage, a paid viorkiiian 
to leave bis master for another before the expiry of 
bis contract.'' On its side tlie government punished 
severely all those nbo endeavoured to tenipL anay from 
Venice a maslcr-workmon : altqiia persona nofi aiidcai 
vel ptvesumal Ivacfare sea fntr.liirl fncere per se vcl allnSt 
du-ccls vet hidirecfe, de exiraemlo alliptent lU Venetiis, 
tju'i sit caput ailcintis mlsierii vet arlis, pro eiuido ad 
atiqttos pttrles mii/idi, suft poena standi se.t: annls in uno 
carcerum btferlorttm? Tbe Murano glass-blower who 
aJ)andoaed his country was Irt-aU'd aa a trnilor, and it 
was absolutely forhidden to export from ibe lagooTia 
either material or tools employed, in the manufacture 
of glass. Every guild was bound to doelaro stolen 
goods that might have come into their bands/ No 
work was pcrinittt^d at nigbt^ as a rule; but if in 
certain uidustries this could not be avoided, the work- 
ing year was restricted, as in the case of the glass- 
Llowem (tliirteenth cenlury), to seven months, from 
January to August, during which the work went on 

^ Tlin principal fish-marlLflL^ vrinT i\ Sui Marm an<l Tliallo. 
' Mcinticolo, op^ cil. 

' ArcL. di EUlo, pTQ^d!, Docrmbor 3i, iSSi.. 

* A vfirf iDcioDt obligatioa iiril met witb in tliv Cfip\i^lQrt uf the 
tailon. Frbniary. isiQ. Mouticolo, Capittilari. dt. p. do. a. i. 
' IhiJ,. ibid,, p, 3(^. 



I 



i88 VENICE IN THE MIDDLE AGES 

day and night, by sluAs, and the furnaces were not 
blown except on llic fcusU named in the 8latjU?s.' In 
certain Iratica it was Jorbiddcn to employ cbildrcD 
under eight years of age ; in othera child laljour in tir- 
ing or injurious trades wo 3 prohibited. For instance, 
in llie glasa-cu Iter's sUtutcs wo lind pui'Kus vci pucri 
lion audcant hitorare ad mcriglurn (emery) vd a colore 
ad pUinibeurJt/^ 

These wise provisions were inapired not only by 
plkiknthropic sentiment, but by tbe practical desire to 
keep the population aound, for the prudent aristoc- 
racy rctjuircd that the labourers and the defenders of 
the Slate should be maintained in health. We hive an 
example in England, where the factory laws protecting 
women and children were passed, not by the democracy 
buL by the landed aristocracy, 

As early as layi the Venetian gnilds, putting inln 
practice for the Jirst time the sacred principles of 
economy and mutual aid, resolved to devote a certain 
portion of their revenues to the relief of the poor and 
Ihc sick, who were visited by the ga&laldo, or by one 
of the governing body,^ to attend the funerals of deceased 
members, and to keep a lamp burning over the common 
tomb-* Later on, widows and orphans received pen- 
sions, and some crall-guilda opened hospitals for sick 
members. 

These associations were administered like a well- 
regulated family. Laving no other scope than de stare 

^ MonLicolot Ctpitfjtari, pp. iSi. 1S2- 

* Arcb- di SlaLo, Giastizia Veixhia^ Gck], Brcra, Vol. E. p- 5o, 

* Jbid,, ktariajndi deUi Scunfa di Sinl' Orsnin del 1300, (inp, VI. 

^ Tbfl aldi-^l iiKlanCn oF aid la poor and ijifirm mi^mhrrii it lo he fouod 
in Uio CapiSolare of U>o lanai?rSt OcLolwr I3. 1371. tnd Uid luminarrn 
nufrluontm Is fitil mtnliourJ iji iho CapUufiire of l^io boHlc-b|f>«cr», Pcb- 
niarj i4p 1371- Mouljcolu, Capitohri, cU:.. p. iB, n. 3, ind y^ ao. a, 4. 
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in lo amor dtr. DIo e lie surila p(txi'} Other prGvisiDns 
were made for tlic olisi^ivance of feaftts, fur, as tlie 
statutes of tlie Iiiickstera have it, tlic ft^asU should be 
varthde corno fie razon se die, pevch^ no vardamfnli* rion 
s^ honor de la (era. On civil and religious ffsLivala 
II10 guilds vied with each other in the ricliness of their 
decorations. Each had ita own banner, and once a 
year, besides the fca*^t day of its special patron saint, 
the guild went in procession lo San Marco, preceded 
hy its hurald, to make its offering of many pounrls of 
wai» per oblllijo dl rlconoscimenlo. On Saint Mark's 
day, the festival of the wliole community, every guild. 
lieaded by iu goffalon, went to the basilica in proces- 
aioM, detiling before the Dogp's throne, and hearing 
with tliem numberless relics of saints enclosed in 
reliquaries of gold and silver studded with precious 
stones, and surrounded by a blaze of li^ht and eloudff 
of incenao from candelabras and censers of precious 
metal and of exquisite workmanship. 

The glorious history of the Venetian guilds is engraved 
on the stones of Venetian monuments, and side hy side 
with the work of ideal religious art we get representa- 
tions of the actual busy life of the people. The angles 
at the base of the two columns of the piazzetta are 
adorned with rude sculpture of the thirleenlb century, 
each one giving us two littte crouching figures hold- 
ing between them either a basket of fish, or smiths' 
or carpenters' tools. On the inner face of the third 
archivolte of the facade of San Marco we find the 
emblems of the more ordinary trades in Venice of 
the fourteenth century, — boat-builJors (stja^f'aroU)^ 
vintners [iruirjnwiieri), bakers {foniM), butchers (he- 
cch^ri), masons (m«rM), slioemakcrs(''a/ej/tW), coopers, 

^ Aioh. di SU(Ot Marie^oia riella Saioi^ tU Sant' Onaia, C«p. VI> 
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{bolt6ri), carpenters {mnrangoni), Buiitlia {frart)^ fish 
men and milkmen {ptdrini), LorlxTS, and surgeona 
On a capital of tlic lower loggia of the Ducal Palace t 
rulers of llio SUlo caused to be carved ciTtain figure 
representing the arU» willi Ihc following in scrip ti on a : 
Lfipidaritis, Aarifex^ Cerdo suni. Car pcnf arias ^ Mens 
rafor, Affricliola, Fabcr sam; llie eighth figure rep 
sonls a Lbcral profession, /Slolarins, 

The rangniCcenl buildinga erected by some of 
guilds, and the admirable painlir»gs and scnlplure wLicti 
adorn Iheni* in proof that the worship of beauty ill 
minated tlic rough rood of practical life, aerve to dc 
onslrate the opulence of these confralernitiea* T 
members of tlic guilds in Ihcir early days ^^'cre wont td 
meet in some modest chandjer. or more usually in tli^i 
EHicristy of a church, where they also had the chapel o^^| 
their palron saint. Then some of the richer bodies budt^^ 
hard by the church a little hall or Scaota, euch as Ihi 
Scaola dl Sa/iC Orsoki. aLEachcd to the church of S; 
(jioYonni e I'aolo and adorned in i^go by the Carpaccit 
These liltle scuole gradually grew into buildings 
conapicaoua aizc and beauty. In i3o8 tiie Saiota di , 
Santa Maria dttla Misericordia waa built. It ia a grenH 
gotbic pile, and above the door, down lo a few years^^ 
ago. was o beautiful bas-rellcf by Barlolomco Uuono rep-^ 
relenting the Madonna crowned and sheltering undi 
her mantle the kneeling brothers, who gaze up wil 
adoration to the features of ibeir divine proleclrcas: 
Above another door, on the fondamenirt, the Virgli 
and brothers of the guild arc ngain reprcseiiled in a 
La»-rclief of aliU earlier date* one of tiie most iiotahl 
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monumenta of Venetian mr^diieval sculpture. In i534 
Sanaovino built o new Sitiola of the MiacricorJla, close 
to tlic old one. wliich waa ceded to the silk weavers, 

TUg religious guild of tlic flagellants, originally 
housed at Sont' Apollinare, removed in 1^07 to ihc 
clmrcli of San Giovanni Evangelista, and in i3io tlicy 
commenced to build hard hy a hall completed, it would 
seem, in i^Si. It is a building of cTc^isiLe beauty 
and magnificence, wortliy of the great confralernity, 
whose revenue amounted to eighteen thousand ducats 
a year and among whose moinLtrra were to be found 
great personages Bud even princes like Philip 11 of 
Spain. Later on rose other Scnole. suoh as the Bump- 
tuous struetures of San Marco and San Hocco. 

Tims in this great centre of commerce and of political 
life there eame to lightand llouriBhcd tho^e iiislituLiona 
which were tlio precursors of the princfples of thrift, 
association, and mutual aid — in a word, of modern 
political economy. Pauperism was co[ul]atcd by indus- 
try ; men, early hr^d in pnnjlical views of Ufp, kr?pl iheir 
bothsB and their minds in active exercise, and resi?iting 
the corruption of proaj^ertty, were enabled to face every 
passing misfortune. Eveu fis early as the fourleentli 
century we are told that every Venetian possessed 
something, and up to a cerUiin point all were therefore 
on an equality. Genuine poverty was sharply distin- 
guished from mendieitj, and begging was branded as 
Hhamerul \ for there was not a Venetian who could not 
find work in the vineyui'ds, the nKlmries. (he salt-pans, 
the chase, the crafts, the marine, or the commerce of the 
city.* If Venetians were not all equal in their rights, if 
the people wera escluJed from the political life of the 
State, thoy still «aw their economic life, which, thanks 

^ Ba Bloaaoit, De rtha» Ve\ellA, pp. ^iS. 33. VeaoLu«, Romoudiai. I^Bfi. 
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to tUc pnnciplea of association, maintained itself down 
lo the very end. cxpiinUiiig in over greater glories. 
Tlie greatest crime comiuittcd by fiilae French ideas 
of liberty ogainat the prosperity end freedom of Italy 
was the sudden supprestfion of the guilds and the 
appropriation of thuir revenues by the State. Tliey 
should have been reformed, not suppressed. Seeing 
tliat certain monopolies and privileges were no longer 
in the spirit of the age. and that the exercise of a craft 
should be free lo all, the guilds should have been thrown 
open, hut not abolished ; to destroy them was to kill 
tltriO. and mutual aid and lo create the niodurn prole- 
tariate. When old age brou^dit with it sickness and 
penury the artisan no longer sought Bupport from his 
brothers, but from the Stole; ho no longer begged 
lodging and care from the little ainishousca uitiintaiafu] 
hy each cralX, but had reeoursn lo the huge hospitals 
erected hy the Comune for the puhUc use. The people 
in their days of dtstre^^s became accustomed to look 
lo the public for charity, whereas the government of 
Venice^ hy a wise protection of the artisan from all 
oppression hy the stronger, had educated him in the 
honourable principles of sufficing for himself and 
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the sevei'e discipltiie of thrift. 

And seeing llmt nothing was neglected in the adinw 
rable developmi^nt of Venetian prosperity, the industry 
of the Jews was made to eonlributc to the national 
wealth. We cannot, of course^ believe that Venice 
did not apply to the Jgws the same restrictions and 
prohihitians which were cjiforced hy nther nations, 
but it is certain llial the Bepublic permitted the Jews 
tlie free eierclse of their rites, protected their persons 
and their properly, and mainlanieJ Uie condoite^ that is, 
the special conditions accurded to them for a tcmporar 
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aojourn. Vonetian ijilelligence grasped from the oulscl 
the fad that the vast capital of the Jews muat inevitaJjIy 
aBSJst inJuetry and feed commercial actJvily. 

Jewa ore found in Venice from the earliest times, 
if only aa commercial travellers and agents for Greek 
houses, and in ii5^ they nunihered one ihoLisand 
three hundred. In all probahllity they were free to 
trade juat as ihey were free to practise medicine.^ The 
Jews of the mainland were settled at Mestre ; those 
U'ho traded with Dulmatia lived ou the island of 
Spinfdunga, which, notwithstanding opinions to the 
contrary, cliongcd its name to Giudccca precisely for 
thai reason.^ In 137/1 many of ihe Meslrc Jews received 
the permission^ known as the coiidoUa, which allowed 
them to reside in Venice for five years, and this term 
was prolonged- As neither pawnshops nor pubhc honka 
"which could make advances were yet in cxislcnoe, ond 
as Venetian law forbade usury on pledged goods, the 
government intended in this way to give the poor the 
opportunity of meeting Ihcir needs by having recourse 
to Jewish money-lenders J whose raijacity was kept in 
bounds by special acts.^ Other concessions followed. 
In i386 they were granted a cemetery on the Lido, 
with leave to put a palisade ronnd it to prolccl it from 
violation by the mob {propler enormia qaac Jlcbant ad 
corpora Jwhworain).^ The government also granted 
Bpcciai privileges to Jews who bad distinguished them- 



^ ScLiavu Gli Ehrci in Ytnezia e rvUe sim Coionk {Naovc Antotogie, Vol. 
JiLMU p. 3". Roma, i^ySj. 

> JLid., LbiJ.. p. 3ig. 

' Oq JuIj i3, j3S[^. ■ Le>i inJ his tltisi (Leoi juiUaz ei tontr muo), 
vilh ibo fon^onl of tlio Si'tial^H npi^n?d a bmL uith ■ rjpilal of five Ihnutaiiil 
ducalb of gold- Tbcj^ ncre sllowcd to moko Advaofloi it aigfat pcrcvnL oa 
wnritj ind at too [^cr conl. without [Anh. VsnelOt T. XX&ll, p. ^&$), 

* Coruaro, E<ci. Yen.. T. L p. nS. . ■ ' 
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»elve!4 i lima in ia(j8 a ducal decree of Lorenzo 
confers oo David the Jow» of ^egropool. Venetian' 
citizt^nship as a. reward for his ini>rits; and ia i3i3 
Lconc, a famous pliysicmn. is allowed to excrc!sG liis' 
calling without tlic usual examination before the Ciits- 
lUievL^ But neither favours nor restrictions Bt?rvcd lo , 
hold usury in check, and in 1895 the Jews, who re- 1 
fused to lend on bonda but inBisted on having pledges 
in gold, Eilvcr, pearls, and gems to auch an extent that 
one m&y eay that totarn mobile Venelie was in their' 
hands, were expelled and an order paaacd that no Jew 
might reside in Venice more tlian fifteen days and that | 
they must wear on their brcasils a yellow O — non 
possit siare ia Veaetii^ aUffuis Judaeiu allra XV dies pro ' 
qualibel viee, qua veniret Vefieiias, et de quando sicteril 
aliquis Jadaeus i/i \ end lis clapso dicto lermi/ic* d^beat 
portare in uesic stipcriori sapra pectus anum zallum , 
. . . quod sit bene apparcns.^ This sign waa con-, 
verted fust into a yellow cnp and then into a hot 
covered Oral of all with rod and then nilh black wax- 






' ArcL. dj SUEd. Libiii- Srufuj, fat- iiG. 

> ■'WGCCLXXX\V...diclIlTimu«[»flprlllj^. CuttjinMCCCLXXXXrUI 
da meau aicgii^ti cnptum H jr^ovisiim hiiril pro hoDDro oGstri Dominii 
vl bono univQr^lEBlifi Vcneliarum [[iiod cooiplplo tcrmJQO JudeoniiD qui 
(omplct do mCC^CLXXXWl oon po^it prodicLtiD Judoli Doiplius dongiri 
Icrminus ucc do nuvo couccdl UL!iJ4;m tfuod psaiol muLare ia Vt^acclifl 
publico \r<l ciccijUo id UAnram «i[fa pona in parLe ccmlenra, d cliiin per 
dicLun [aarteiD dalda orda ost ijuod olapto diclc lormjhfl flliqui^ Judous 
bOQ poasiL slaro iq Vooociis uUra quiadecim dio [rro vicG vl qilcvJ purlaro 
dvifcaul UQUHI O etc, proHt in dkU pan* serioaiiis coQltaelur. Et inter 
infrificriptoi ronfLiliffrioa diibium liat » Hicta p^n cxti*ni\'i\\tr el (haervui 
dubcflt IP Jiidooc cpi ciorccnt irlccn modlcmao oi ncn protUaL nd usuram, 
qui viiunt Js sm ttlo &bnij\i« luatatido ad luuiuu >c1 naa, VarliL |jaf} jHrr 
inDdum.dtKliiraLJom&. £l primij. — Capla. Quod dicU fwrs captu in Ragatii 
idlcUigaEiir pre □mnibuc Judeia qui quomodociirarjuo Dt cufuHcuinqu« caa- 
diLJonu Diiblant m topcriaiil. bcu roporidut Liii|]OBlDruia in Vcaccue/* 
(AfcL. di Slalo. M- C, Lc>^. p. 78 I.) 
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cloll*. Afler Uie decree of expulsion the Jews withdrew 
to Mestre, but appeared in Venice from lime io time, 
and even stayed tliere heyoiid the fiAeen days, in spile 
of renewed orders from the government on the subject. 
Jews were forbidden to bold real estate, to have carnal 
commerce wilh CbrisUin women, even if harlots, to 
keep aclioola of any Lind, even of dancing, singing, or 
music. The profession of doctor was ibc only one they 
were allowed to follow, and in this they were ejtcellcnt.' 
LEit3r on, bowever, they succeeded in securing a longer 
condoiia and gradually spread themselves over the town, 
until in iai6 tliey were all enclosed in tha Ghetto.^ 
Here the men opened old-clothes shops and pawn- 
brokers' benches, while the women, with their re- 
markahle quality of family devotion, attended to their 
household work and to making the variegated etufls 
belonging to the varioiin countries from which they 
come." Tbcy wore expelled again in i5:i7 and confined 
to their old qi]u,rlers at Meslre, but wcro readmitted in 
i533, and next year ihcy established Ihcir confraternity 

* Tlifl order of l3f|5 aij" : ''Qiiod nnrj intplUpaliir fJa JmlcK modicif, 
feiciit iunl ma^^lor Sidomou cl nlti JiiJoi moJici acruplati por ollitidoi jiMliLie 
vetdifi ijui fluiit »ou \t:nteiil Veneciiif ct Loneslfl viveuLi liao muUro iid 
UEuram qui poajial iLarc, &icuL aUnI w\ preecns," 

* Tlio GhelEo Inj b^^lwcoD Saa GortMiiia and San Girolamo ; it w« 
flun-Qimilod bj a hi^h wtii, Tbfl Jen's wrro ^ul in from auokL Io aud- 
riafi, floi) alio QD c[?iiain fL^aita of tbo CLmtliD cdlemlir, Mario Saoudo 
(Vcl. XXI V, p. ^5. Marrh> i5i7)f<Birft: " Pcrch^ H cur^ei h andati etar m 
Gato butBDo Je iEoaudtlLO in b^jub^ ftia pro»o clio a loro ipciQ li Fbii udo 
locho di ACoYiiic/' Mfluy iKink tliol Ihc GLctLo look iLa uamfi frota ihe 
fact iliat iu YGuicfl tbo |iLdco cIiofcij for cunftaiDj Lho Jdwi wai onto the 
niJilii; foundry- Hut Sanders and otht^rH {h'rejnd\v^rtfrl\ieh. I^ipiif, 
l^^l) ^vo ibo derivaUon at probably from jJi^'^ Talaiu^I-Arabie for i/itujon, 
9e^arot\fm: lud ab ■ uiallur of fact lo Ihc medios^'al lleLruw of the 
Ttlmmljftt', Lhciigh doL id iLe ircLaic Hutirew of Vho 3cnpLurc«, gel icd 
crtfd aro tho aanieB for p wtilinQ of tUoorcB. 

" S^luivij op, Cit,, p. 400' 
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r tlic Unhrnifa deijli Elrci, This guild was not only 
'uIlcU on to [\n\{ t!ic capital for pawnbrokers' buaiucss 
ill the Glii>tto. but wag also very heavily taxed by gov- 
|.'rnmcat nnd graJually declined. To prevent complete 

uin LliG tJH'cc I/n/uisiforl sopra l' UniversUh degli Ebrei 
were named in 1733, hut to no purpose; finally, abouL 
lialf a century later, the doors of ihc Ghetto were levelled 

lid ths Jews declared Tree and equal with the rest of 
iio population. 



CHAPTER VIII 

MARTIAL EXERCISES— SPORTS AND 

FESTIVALS — THE GOMPA^Y 

OF -THE HOSE'' 



YENETIAN feslivals received a peculiar im[jnnl 
from the cimracLcr ol' the people, tfie nature of 
the cliy^ and. tJie mUdness of Uic climate, wliich 
enabled the itihubitanta lo apeiul ■ large jiart of their 
daily life on the [)h-j.m or in llic ilreeU. Tlie govern- 
ment ilaelf led the way and, in the lelling of thai singu- 
lar city, odered to the people public spectacles which 
were the outward eipreaaion of lofty ideaU and noble 
Bontimenta. 

In those early daya the instinct of sport was coupled 
with the desire to rear a race of strong and hardy youths, 
and tho Republic never failed to alimulate the rivalry 
of her townsfolk hy games and contests and gymnastic 
displays. Even when the government became con- 
centrated in a few families, the nobles did not deprive 
tlio people of their arma ; they ratlier encouraged the 
use of them in martial exercises thai bred a hardy race 
of sol dier-aai tors ready to face tho [lerils of the deep, 
not merely in pursuit of trade, hut also lo defend their 
country from osaauUs. Seeing that tho use of tbe how 
was recognised as utile yino neccssariurn^^ all pains were 
taken to render Venetians trained arcbors. On each 

^ Arcli. di St4U Coai. X. MUli, Vd, \~], p. 37, Fi^bruar; a5, 155^, 
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festival all tlie lads who Liad reached flftocn years 
age went over to San Niccolo del Lido, whore at tlio 
bulls ihey acquired a strong wrist and a steady eye. 
The headman in every district of the city was bound 
by oath to enroll aa bowmen all those who had reached 
fifteen years of ago and wcro under ihirly-fivc. These 
were divided into companies of twelve (daodene) each 
with an officer in comraond.^ whose duty it was to 
take his men to tho butts and there halestrare continna- 
mcntc e paramertlc scnza alcana Jalacia cum le ba(r.-tlre 
chc sia bone ci snjjlcimte.^ The daodcne were & kind 
of national guard, composed of nohlc3 and people alike, 
and therefore the oflicer in command might be cither 
a noble or a common man. Rich and poor, youiig, 
middle-aged, in the city or in garrison, all alike wero 
bowmen, and shotv u». as it Yvere, the ^vht^le aiitioQ 
under arms. On hoard every merchantman there 
were hound to he four at first, later even more, yonng 
nobles* over twenty years of age, as bowmen,* 

In I39g. in the more open spaces of the city itself, 
butts were erected.* More were onlered by the law 
of November 3, ii3oi ; a decree of i.T'in required 
that LaUeslrerttis litdus Jtnt per controcirut ; fnially 
an order of the Council of Ten» while reafKrming 
exerclUum balhttinJi muifiirn atilc tt fracinusam lerrae 
nostrae, appointed an oflicer for each seslfera whose 
duty it was to watch over, renew, or remove the butts, 
which were found chiefly at San Vitalc, in the Barbaria 



I So4? Api'enJii, DoniiDcnta fin Ottilia of Ihc hcaJouiQ of » difllncl and 
ot tho nflirer In cooiEnanil of a ihoitntv- 

« fLfvh. di Slalo, Libcr Pioueih, p- J3i, Febrnafj aO, i35e, Lih^p 
partium A, p, 96. 

« llml. il>U. 
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dolle Tavdie, at San Gcrcmia, at Santa Fosca. at San 
Polo, at San Giacomo doll' Orio, at Santa Marglierita. al 
tlie Giiidecca, and at San Francesco ddia Vigna-^ Thg 
acta of tlie Coiincil of Ton give us full and precise 
details as lo the in^litntion of mnges and shooting 
matcKi*s on the AVo, arjtl wc can picture to ourselves 
the brilliant apectaele. the glint of armotir, the flags 
flying, the smilps of nolile daTiiPs anil pretty inuidens. 
Tlie first mai'eh of the year was hehl at Christmas, 
When the bowmen reached tlie bnlls, lots were dniwn 
for places, quis deheat esse primus qrsis sccti/i'ius : the first 
to hit the mark received iravhia decern scoriaii (scarlet 
clolfi), the second six, and the third a bow and qnivcr.^ 

The second great match at the Udo was held on the 
first Siindny in March. The first prize was hrarliiit 
decern boi'scfle, the second was brnchia sex borselie, and 
the third unam bafistam cum a/io carcassio. The ibird 
match took place in May, and Ule fjut prima dabai in sifjno 
got hrachia decern lintilane (clolh dyed with cochineal), 
tlic second fliXf and the third unam balislam citm 
crocho.^ 

It isnotto be wondered at ifthosG young soldiers in the 
heyday oftheir vigour should have sometimes broken out 

I Aicb. di Stfllo. Cooj. X. Mkti. Vol. IV, p, 3a; Vol, VI, pp, afl. 
fia. Si: VuL VII. [t. 3^. 

9 "Wfu^n m bonniBD itithpd lo chor^ hit cTouhov ho put |he bow ryn 
(ho gTOumJ, LolrJJrtg llic baLt lOTvarcL hia brcinl, [lo (ticn louk IKq 
■IwL m bis kfl bdqj, put liii right fnol in Um ^lirnip, tml IgudiDg d<iH u 
faughl tha siring iu ■ bonk Dllnrhoi! lo hi^l Hitsl hj iKlrnrig kalU^r thiirkg; 
Uitn itTflighlpnirg himtoir \io pul |ho tlnng in i\io ntili-h of iLo Iriggt^r- 
WliLtn timing, Uic boninia hi'lJ Uid Imvr willi bis left hitud, pul iKd iiilt 
uuiIlt bia riglit armpil. Hud prf^H^vd Ibo 9\'<k \o bid nido (lilh bin rij^ht 
hiFfd ilf Ihcn ajmnl Ji[idpir>ii<nl Ilii^lirriLirQEilrif^^^: llii>i fteal ihoELrin^. 
■Qd Ibo boll was «hor Aloiilicolo, L'.apiiittari, «lc |i- t^3, n. I. Cai- 
piccio'* picluros givo tu valuoblo illiiftlruliona of Uifl fomii bolL of tbipa 

■ Arcli. di Slilo, Com. "X, 1/jjH. Vol. VI, pp. t3o, t3i. 
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into contentions and violence. Tbc books called iti 
Paspc^ Y^iilch contain the Hat of criminal condenijiatlon^ 
Lell us not only of certain round mEirbles ^vhich the hoW 
men used to lire at the windows end the poultry yari 
of peaceable citizena. but also of knifing and murder^ \ 
The Venetians were fond of hshtng and of tbe chaaa 
and Ijolh contritHilt'd to render them strong and acliva 



l>Rara 

1 



were liunLed in the forest 
or in the oak groves near llj 



Wihl bnar and 
toward the Liveniffl. 

Abi>ny of Sant' Ilnrio. to which the hunter was bounJ 
lo give hy way of tribute the htad and a cjunrter d 
evDry aniinul he alew. Wht^n the Doge went huritin 
there Uie monks were bound to furnisli liim wil 
horses and rarls, and to keep his falcnnn and h' 
hound.4.^ In the woods of Jesolo tbey shot plieasan 
and partridges, and chamoia were found on the short 
of Caorle, Snares were spread from poles to calc 
falcons on the isUiml of Saccagnana and tho island d 
Falconora, wbiub look its name from them. Tlie shor^ 
were covered with a thick growth of wood which ganj 
Bholtcr to numbers of birds, sucli as wdd ducks, plover^ 
divers, sarscllcs, coots, widgeons, and mngpica, D 
the fish-stcws they not only took fish, but also slic 
all kinds of waterfowl. They went ducking in ligh 
boots culled fisoIer&, from fso!o, tlie diver. Befoc 
gunpowder was invented it would appear that ihcy usd 
tlie blowpipe, for many pellets of terra coito ahot] 
tfie ai7o of a hazel nut, probably used to shoot binlfl 
liave been found* 

In the early days of Venice fierce fraternal feud 
rondcred Lho populace bold. They took ono Bide ^ 

^ C'id. Tni'iiawot Doc, Si. Tho ooovcalioD boLwoca OltouQ Ort&i 
■iji] the pcx>{iIo df llerachi. 
' Fihikti. Sdtfjt.. cii., Vd. VII. 






Ill sritp] nn Hi** lj»pr*i>i> — fmm Uio "iJhJtm** 
ff M»*ii mil Womfln of Vpnir*. *to.," by liiicnmu 

Franrn. rfiro 
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llie otJier, ami gave vent lo their rivalries in gamcB of 
courage and dexterity, Tlic linllk'S wiLli aloot Indian 
bamboos, wliich used to Iw w^igcd Itelnecn llie jjaople 
of Hera c lea and Jesnlo, were continued under anotlier 
nnnie aiul Tonn in tlie new city of [ti^kllo. In the reign 
of Scbaatian Ziani (1173-1178). llie people divided 
liien:iflelvea into two factions: the Caetellani, — who 
occupied the eastern parts of the city, Caslfdlo, San 
Marco, and Dossoduro. — and the Nicoloui, originally 
called Cannaruoli, who held the remaining sesUen of 
Santa Croco, San Polo, and Cannarogio,* The i-ivalry 
ran high and passions wore roused. The battles willi 
bamboos, no doubt, were the origin of the fjgbla with fista. 
Every one was expected to tnow how lo wrcsllc, and 
wrestling was of the roughest kind; all catches were 
allowed, so was kicking, wringing tlio neckn strangling, 
and even the use of the cudgel/'' The fights with liala 
began in iaj)a.^ and os time went on they were usually 
held between September and Christmas^ they look 
place on bridges without parapets, and many of Hlc 
champions were hurled into the water.* On the other 

1 In iJo7 five parithoa of DorBoduro pat^inl over io th« Wieololli: Sun 
Nicculit dci Me^idicolU Apgi-lo Ranaclr, Sun nMilio» Sinli Mirgljcri1«» 
fliiJ S^Q I^aUlDCi[if>, TUh n liow it h<ip|ffin(^it. Those prisliea biviug 
refiw?<l In pay the dnnlh dtiei in Iho Bislj^iji of Caiilnllo, F^iinE>i^rlo PoJo. 
he wont in [i<:rui:in lo diavI lIicqi by forcc^ IfuL wt^ killed at tbo Ej>Dt called 
Makaulrii. Tbo five pa^i^bp3 viCTo ciconmunkaKiJ lad JvhiGi] tbc 
C]annBriii>]i. 

' WofDli, fi for ill baHigfiit (Fkm cljcllilorutn) di M" Ftare del UUi-i 
Ji PrrfMriifto. {>. i>i. D^rjgjim'*, igoy^ 

" (idlliixl^iLlr. Vol, [. [U J^o- 

* " Rnrpn i:jd[iat in aijiiam. f|ood lotflli*. i^Hia itiA'T^nlM nidtro/' I3i* 
ViHo, Pjcliimachta Vrr\/-ta (Grrvii, TUa. Anlij,, T, V, ('art IV. LngJunl, 
i-j-ij). Tli^^in fislicuffa wcnl on down lo Lhc dghltoiilhcctilUfj,ivlicn iLtj 
Wfro ^lOppoH, Cr. nmnng iha many lipvcriptrotiK Ln ^tirrra dfi fVtroioHi e 
Cfl*fW^!ini tii»^r flftjifl lif*^t, Vunniift, tGoS, (ftanibB. I'octi fiatiehi indiiffUn 
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hand the' Forre d' Ercoh vicrc sporls of eqiiilibritini 
and agility ralhcr than of strength. They consisted in 
piling up human pyramids of various shapes, and thej 
date bock to the tliirlcenth century. The nlatforTii 
upon which these living pyramids were huiJl was eitlier 
boards laid on harrci-heads, if the show took pluce on 
land, or else across two boats (pialie), if on water. 
Frequently, when the Forze were fiiiishetl, iVicolotti 
and Caatellarti would join in ihe Morcscn, a kind of wur 
dance in which they used Limited daggers and thrust 
and parried to a marked rhythm, moving routid and 
round in a circle. To undt^rstand the niitiirc of these 
games wo must have recourse Lo engravings wliich 
belong to a much later period , but still serve as evidence 
for earlier times. 

The regatta, too» which eventually became a sumptu- 
ous puhlic spectjiele, had its origin in trials of strength 
and skill- In fad the government used lo keep boats 
ready at the pia/iettu to carry the howmcn over lo their 
practice at tha ranges on the Ikh. These boats had 
thirty and oven sometimes forty oars, and were called 
gariznruofi . They were drawn up in line {rifja, riguta^), 
with their prows towards the lido, and used to challenge 
one another to the race, and thus their crews bccamo 
able oarsmen for the war galleys. The earliest record 

Sorei- VeneiiH, i663 (in Gamba'* Serif tietjH seriiti impreni in rfiaf Knt,, 
p. [3D), ^'c aJM ha^'o an qccdudL in Latin EnAchfromcB cnlilW. Ptitjna 
Pnynoium sivt Vtnctiarmn piit^ilaiui iiactore A^lomo Uetjifin., publiatiod fw (Imi 
Trcvefl-Todrfig woilJing. VrinoKia, \W\. Hi^ggia waf an nlvocntfl cf Pndiia 
itt Ilia QighloCDlb cfnliirj'. In lO'^O Doni«nico Hci«<HPllr, Uia ongravi-r, 
urodudcJ frcKD Uic Jriwing of PicLro LiLicri ■ great |>rm| cf ■ {ighl vii\h 
GtU. 

) Ol}j?Ts lioLil Ihat the word tfgaitt^ i> il were aari^aia. \% tlerivod frooi 
Durj^4i. durijari-, whence klso conit'D Ibo i^onl ^ara. A& \vc d»o fini] iho 
form t<ii^'iin, ollicrs 'giju nLTivc \\. fruiii ruisim, Fenru, All Ucir. ^'d lUo 
bA\€ ra.mhji\im, remajgiu^ whcDca Famh^n\a Bad riigata. 
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of a regalia Is in i3oa, and f!flt?cii voars later an order 

^'33 issued creating an arinu^il n^fjalLi on the least of 
iLe conversion of Saint Puul, lli*j tt*rilli of January. 
In those days galleys and great bonis {piatos aptos ad 
rfijathmt) rowod hy fifty jn(.'n Look pnrl in lli** contest. 
Later on, in 1593. even the women rowed in Lhe b^^liler 
boats, and Lhe company of 'Tbe Iloae" encoui-agod tlie 
pretty show by offering prizes and following tlie race 
in picturesque coetumes and splondid trappings.' 

Another sliow much in vogue waa tlie cazza or bull- 
iiglili of very ancient origin,^ The Venetian bullfights, 
Jiowovcr, were not, as ihey are still in Spain, barbarous 
spectacles in which Luman life was risked; lliey did 
not employ wild bulls, but tame oxen, and tbe sport 
was to cut the head off at a single stroke.^ Sometimes 
the ox was held by ropes fafitened to Ida horns, while 
he waa worried by doga till be fell. Women occasion- 
ally took one of tlic cords. The baiting of the bull 
was celebrated by the people with strange sports, such 
as killing tbe cat, chasing Iho duok in the water, and 
so on< 

In the Iwrlflli cenlnry all Italy was swept towards 
the worship ol" beauty^ aumptuousneas, lu^tury, and 
light living.* Tbia love of elegance and of chivalrous 
bearing took Ermest hold on a district hard by Venice, 

Cbe T4g]tami7aLa t^ Adi» richiQdi?.* 

* Ciffigna. Lrltera C di Praia interna ail afamK rnytrf Vf/i. in Lh4 
nppamlii la a poi?iu Ivy PrnU Oa llicj ngttta, Vonoiii, ifiSOv 

^ Ciru^iid, Isi-f. \rn^. V(»|. JII, il d**?' 

» Saniiiln, Oiarii. X\V, xafi. Oft llip la^l Siindij nfrarnivnL linlUlphli 
too^ pIsco in Lhe courUard of Uio UueaL faldCB. SaouJo ta^4 Uiat Lhi>j 
hed Iwar-liBTlmp m wdl. 

* Riijiii, Lc fonti tldl' Qrlaatlo Furioso, Inlroil-, p, p, FirsDic, 1876. 
» Farailiao. l\. H. 
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The March of Treviso acquired lUc name of the ^fa^:a 
cmorosa or gioiosa, IVoTn ils worship of all tliol was grace- 
ful in life, Irom its splendid fcsUvals and the wplcomc 
extended to the French troubadours at ihe courta of 
tlic Ezzchni and Cumincsi. At Treviso the filranger racl 
with cavalcadca or aaaiBted at tourn^y^ and joiisU ; ccle- 
bmtcd above all waa the fHe of tho Castdlo d'Amore 
in laifl. A wooden castle was erected at Sptiioda 
(near Meslrc) and hung with garlands, drapery, and 
carpetfl; it was held by noble maids of Treviso arnned 
with flowers, fruit, and scented waters, and was attacked 
by young cavaliers from all parts of ibe Venelo armed 
in like graceful fashion. The sly Venetians added lo 
tlie flowers and Oriental spices some ducats of gold as 
well, and won tha day. The Paduans, enraged at 
their doft'at, came to blows with iheir fortunate rivala 
of San Mtirco, and tlierenn followed a war wluch waa 
closed hy the rout of the Paduans at Torre delle Bebbdi 
ne-ar Chioggia. 

Nor was life less gay in Padua. The /^/e given 
on Pentecost, iqo8, in Pra dclla VaUe is famous. 
The whole population — noble damo^r cavaliers^ patri- 
ciajis, citizens, young and old, each dressed in tlia 
coslunie of his quarter — flocked togelLer in a joyoua 
crowd, ^ 

Venice did not escape the infection^ and Rolandino,' 
tho Paduan chronicler, makes mention of the courts 
held there with sumptuous sports in which the dance, 

I ItolnnJiiifi, Vhr., T- ], cap- SO, 

^ TLal tlii'sb ri'urh were brM in Vcnicfi no mar ^nlticr frtiai wards of*^ 
nTmoii>1rniirc aiMrpsvd iij EiiFlmarla Hnmano lo lLg VcfiKiJtn ambtt<u«iior^ 
U ni^i-nit Hint Rfi'tUno'ii FaLhcT wlLh dc\Rn ^nllf^mrn went lo nne oT tk«M 
CDurltL in luO<h, but llio Spualo bid a trap for h\\\\ and Drie dF LU tuits 
iT» mtnlaLcn for him. ori iccoutit of his EumpLuouB droed| Bnii vfm^ LiUwl 
noLoDiliiio, Th II, rap, l4' 
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llic song, musical and military grimes, jugglers and 
mimes, /ties and banquets ioUoived one Qiiolher in 
quick fiucccsaion. 

Another favourite sport in vogue during llie middle 
ages was iLe tourney, o school of arma that gradually 
developed until it became a powerliil element in civili- 
sation by evoLvln^ the customs of chivalry and llie lawa 
of honour. No city in the world had a finer field for 
jousts and tourneys than the Piazza di San Marco. 
Of the many tourneys there run w6 have records 
dating back to tliu tliirtccnLli century ; one is men- 
tioned in \'a\?i^ anoLlier in ia53. on the occasion of 
the election of the Do[^e Rinieri Zeno, a third in 137a. 
Thia tourney was f'lUy descrlLed by the chronicler 
Martino da Gunal. It was run by sin gentlemen from 
Fiiuli: Tarlam della Frallina, Francesco di Sbroiuvacca, 
Giovanni d'Azzano. Enrico da Fiume, VangUHSO da 
Annonc, Musculo da Santo Slufano, For years the 
people of Friuli had enjoyed llie reputation of being 
Crst-rale swordsmen; wo find rccorda and nami^a of 
fencers, both native and foreign, in early Friulnn docu- 
ments, and betuTcn ]3^o and i35o thei'c was born at 
Prcmariaceo, near Ciuidale, Fiore dei Liberi, laLlier of 
Italian fencing, auLhor nf the Fhs Duclhiiorum, 

The Friiilan cliaiiipltms in the tourney of 1273 
fought during the three days preceding Lent- On the 
first day, mounted on their chargers and accompanied 
by many Venetian cavaliers, they went to salule the 
Doge, who showed himself at a window of the palace, 
surrounded by knights, officcrB of State, and dames* 
They entered the lists and presently a Venetian, a 
gentleman of the liousc of Tiepolo, appeared to chal- 
lenge them and broke his spear with Giovanni d'Azzano. 
Then the Friulans cliarged each other with lanco set 
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Inw in rcsl. In one of ilicsc encounters Tarlaro 
FralLiiia v\ itL hia l^iJict; ripped opt-n ihc laving of 
Francesco ds SLromvEkcca'a brlmct and carried ii olT 
Ilia head, llioiigh Franrt-sco kopl Ida f*(.'*iL On llir* 
second day a Vi^neLian named Ugolino eulereil the lisls 
aod ran a jonat witli the Fntilan cavaliers. Da Canal- 
in his picLureaquG and elTecLive aimpItLily of slvlc. thus 
continues tho narraLive: " Tti<?n on t,hc ihii'd dj)y onti 
of the Frlulan gendcniL'n act up hia lance in tht^ 
midille of tliQ liats; ihe lance was short ond thick anil 
round ; round it was wrapped a scroll which said ' Let 
any come who will to lake my lunco. for I am a nobly 
born youth, son ofo cavalier, and any may jonsl willi 
me as it listelh linn; for I wait Iiini mounted anil 
armed in the lists.' Then there advaiLeed a cIltKen of 
Venice^ Belviao by name, born in Treviso ; lie look 
the lance, armed himself, mounted his liorse, and 
passed inside tlie UsLs, He found the damoizello of 
Friuli ready wailing 1dm, and with him he ran many 
a jouflt, but neither fell, UiougU they shivered tbeir 
lances on each other's bodiea. When this was over 
two Friulan damoiKolloa jousted together and hroki^ 
their lances on each oilier, and pasaed on. What 
moro? It was not long before the gentlemen of 
Venice who were on horseback began to shiver iheir 
lances one on anolher, and the Friulan cavaliers the 
same ; bo that great was the spectacle and marvellous, 
and much honour was shown to ihetn of Friuli. Now 
all this happened in the presence of Monsignor the 
Doge Lorenzo Tiepolo, who with a noble company 
looked on from a window of hia palace. "^ 

Venetian skill at^d courage in the use of arms "wero 
verily remarkable. Petrarch declares that this nation of 

» D4 Cflnnl, CI".. cU-, PhI ]]. § CCCV ot Kq. 
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BaUorB wae &o skiiral in Uto handling of liorscs and of 
-weapons, so spirilcd and so liardy, ihat Jt surpassed all 
oilier warliko naliona wbellier by sea or by land,* As 
limo wcnl on Uic iriiigmGccnce of these mortid exercisoa 
grew steadily gi-eoler. The Doge took Lis eeat on tlio 
gallery over the great door of San Marco ; opposite him 
were tho noLle ladies in their triLunc, the patricians, and 
the populace. Tho piazza was decked with pictures, 
banners, slundarils^ and shields. Tho list was kept free 
of persons ne homines recipinni sinisirnm ab eqiiis^ et 
ut Imium mcUara facere possiid.^ The champions were 
mounted on horses w:lh resplendent trappings; they 
wore mantlc9 of gold and purple over their armour, 
which i\'a3 of iiiiesl steel; their helmets were of the 
most varied forms and the most precious workmanship, 
not only Venetian or Itahan. but foreigo, ond especially 
German. The prizes were gold crowns set with gema 
or belts of finely wrought silver. Tourneys went on all 
down the middle ages \ one was fought on February li . 
i338, in honour of the conquest oF Treviso, In i364 
Petrarch records liia amazement at a tourney in honour 
of Lhe recovery of Gandia. at which he assisted sitting 
on the right hand of the Doge Lorenzo Cclsi. The 
King of Cyprus broke a lance with Giacomo the son 
of Luchino dal Vcrme, commander-in-chief of the Vene- 
tian army. The capture of Padua in iflo6 was also 
Gclehrated by a joust, and on the election of tlie Doge 
Tomaso Moccnigo (li i3) seventy thousand persons were 
present at a jouat given by the goldsmiths and jewellers ; 
four hundred and sixty cavaliers and a rich train of 

1 Polr-, Senii ad Pei'-am Baaoitieitiern. 

' Arch, di StRlo, Liit. Frortcaii f i3i3-i3j5)t p, 160. Febnitrj 5, iSaa. 
An ardt-v of Juno 17, iZ&'j. Torbadd JQii?iL». unleu siJiclioaed Lj eight rote* 
ic Ihit Council of Toa. Arch, di StnLa, Goni. \, Mali. i363-i37J^- 
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servoiiU arcoin]»anlc(l tlie MarqnUes of Mantua 
Ferrara, who figured among the cliampions. Ao 
chronicler gives us on account of a joust held in hondl 
of ihe niarriago of Jacopo Foficari, son of the Doj 
in iMi : "El screnissimo Principe Messcr France^ 
Foscari per honoror lo noze do suo fiol Messer Jacoi^ 
adi 8 Feurcr i45o [m, v-) el fose far una Leila giorf 
su la piflza de Mesaer San Marco, c mcsse per prie^ 
una zorneda de ucludo cremisino plena de argenlo e 
lOfilradori 4o el il Conle Fi'oucesco Sforza fo gouorna 
e fo datlo il priesio a uno de la Compagnia del dil 
Conle Francesco et a uno della CompagnJa de gd 
Melnda e a uno della Compagnia de scr Tadio mi 
clioao (d"Esle)e Ira do loro &e ocordo.*'^ lo t^58 jouJ 
wore run by ihe captains of Bartolomeo CoUeain in l| 
piazza, and in i/iG3 anollier tourney^ also held in |j 
piazza, was won by Borloldo d'Estc. 

Oilier martial sports were tilling at the ring (dec\ 
sio/ii), sham scafights, slmm assaulls on fortrcseca, a 
hogot'di or evolutions on horseback in which the co 
panics after advancing to the attack scallcrcd again 
rccomposc themselves in regiments or companies. j 

The excellence of Venetian la\v, the fortune of ij 
arms, and Ihe success of her trade i-aised her people' 
u high pilch of counigc and prosperity, and the pufaj 
Epcctacles of dexterity and courage helped to feed ^ 
palriotism and the conliJcnce of the populace, * 

^ide by side with these displays of physical atren^ 
we find/e/es of religious or civic pomp, or commd 
orations of episodes in Ibe nalioJtal history. From ti 
earliest times Iherewaa a lively interest in religious fesj 
vals, and the ceremonies of the Church lent splendoi 
to civic functions^ so that it is not easy to distinguii 

^ TrL:«1hAn. oil » fol. ccm! 
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one from the oLiicr. Tlio clucf religions festivals were 
tlie Purifmatiofi, ihe ConcepUon. ihe Birtli and ihG 
AsBumption of Uic Virgin; iho lour feBlivals of Saint 
Mark, namely, hia passion, his tmnslalion from Alex- 
andi-ia, liis apparition and the dedication of the basilica; 
Christinas, Sanlo Slefano, Saint Jolm Ibc Evangelist, 
thcCircamcision, Epiphany, Eaetcp, the Ascension, Pen- 
tecq^l, All Saints* Saint Luke, Saint Lawrence, Saint 
MiohacU Saint M^irlin, and Saint I^icholas. The festi- 
val for iho election of a Dogo was^ in early timoa, sur- 
rounded by religious ceremony ^ as we may gather from 
the account left us by tlic clerk Donienico Ttno. who 
waa present at the election of Doincnico Selvo in 1071 h* 
He tells us that a great crowd of people gathered oa 
the shore of the island of Olivolo while tlie bishops, 
priests, and monks raised prayers in tlic church of San 
Pictro di CostcUo ; when by popular acclaim Selvo woa 
declared Doge, be was raised on the shoulders of some 
of the leading citizens and carried down to a boat which 
Bcl out for Saint Mark's, >o sooner was he in the 
bocit than Selvo removed his stockings so that he might 
enter the basilica witli all humility; the whole'company 
chanted the Tc Dcam and the hyrie eleison^ while all tho 
bells rang out. The Doge was met at the church door 
by the clergy and entered the fane barefooted ; he laid 
himself prostrate on the ground, and then look fi-om 
tho altar the stall of ollice and passed into the Ducal 
Palace, where his first step was to order the repair of 
jnntias el scdiii<t. totndnhifjnc ct cenacula^ which, accord- 
ing Lo the rude cusLoni of the time, bad all been broken 
by the mob as a demonstratiou of joy. 

The more ancient civil festival* were established lo 
commemorate some triumph of Venetian arms, tlic defeat 
' GiUiccMi, YoL JJ, p. 1330. 
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of tlie Lomliurds at [\aveniia* the rcpulso of the M 
by the Uogc Tribuno» and Enrico Dandolo'a o 
ol Coo3tarlinO|)Iu. Legend hus preserved for 1 
alory ol" a mcmomhlc light, unconfirmed hy an 
dcnce» however, whicli gave rise to one of the 
aioguLar ol' Vcnclian festivals, the Fcsta deilc | 
In the reign of Piefcrc Tradonico (83G-86S) acc^ 
to some, of Piclro I'arlecipazio (Qii^-cjSa) or of j 
Gondiano (gia-959) according to others, the Ualfl 
pirates who infested the Adriatic landed secrd 
Ohvolo on the last day of January, hurst ini 
cathedral, where Ihcy were aa usual on Lliat daj 
hratiQ^' the marriages of the ^oung coupled 
earried oil' maidens and dowers together. Tbi 
their sails for Caorle and put in at a port caO 
t;ommeiLioratioa ihc porfo ikllr. iJo/izelle, audi 
began to divide tlie spoil. Dut ths VenetiansJ 
recovering from their first alarm, manned their' 
and headed by the Dogi; came up with the pin 
Caorle. attacked and defeated them, and recover 
brides and tlie booty. It may be that this legem 
broidei'ed liy populnr plhinUisy, refers to the ela| 
of the famous IsUiim plnitc Gajoio. who for lo 
wonl to hale Vcnclian men and womca into elav 

The defeat of the Islrlan pirates was celeb 
the Feast of the Purificatioa of the Virgin, an 
repeated each year. The festival lasted s^'veral da 
was &o splendid as to draw a large nucnlKT of sti 
into tlio city. Twelve of the fairest ninids of 
were chosen and dreg&cd inotL suaiptiiously by thf 

1 "\it quiJiLn iiDprobiUliD pDrmBiimo GhioLub Dopaind in 
fTOvincIa. osvirt'ill." (0-B«ntu •!! A/njfo, Arch. Stoi , IL, Ser. 1, 
p. jGa,) &bO aIso Zuu, qoLcb do tlia Cmnaca di Atarlina dc Can 

P- 743) 
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cian ramilica of the quarter to which they belonged^; 
Ihcy llicn went by boat to San Pictro, where the bishop 
camo out to hlcas ttiem i they then returned lo tSuiiit 
Mark's and heard Mqb9, and then, preceded by llie 
ige, they went in procession up ihc Grand Ciinal 
ifl fer as Kialto ; then turning into the Rio del Fondaco 
dei Ti-xlcschi, they cauic to Sanla Mona Formosa, where 
e solemn service was held. Tradition saya thai the 
guild of cotrerera look Ihc largest part in the victory 
and asked for no other reword for their valour than 
IJiat the Doge, on the /^/c of tJie Marie, should visit 
the church of Santa Mnria Formosa, which was Uicir 
pariah church. The Doge, joking with the frank sim- 
plicity of those timc3> said, " Bui what if it is raining, 
or what if I am athirat?" And the coHercrs at once 
replied, " Wc "11 give you hats for your heads, and 
drink lo quench your thirsl." The bargain was kept 
on both sides, and aa long aa the Hepubhc lasted not 
fi single year passed without the procession of the 
Doge lo L^anta Maria Formosa, where he was met by 
the parish priest, who prcserilcd him with gilded straw 
Iiala, Haaks of Malmsey, and orauges.' Botli Martino 
da Canal and the Friulaa notary and poet, Pacc^ born 
at Gemona ai\er the middle of the thirteenth century, 
have described the /ele, the first in his chronicle, the 
flccond in an elegiac Latin poem,^ They talk oF the 
sumptuous trappings, the meriy crowd, the resplendent 



' A d^^crGQ of Ifao Mirij^iir CofttijUa^ JAniiarjr i^, i3o3. e\ca went ia 

br as !□ allow Lho jiritclt of iba tr^BHurj of Sau Mfli^o to 1>« vinplojed lo 
kduru Ilia aiaiJ»- Sou T»uu], FeUe, SiKlCacoU^ etc-, p- C^ Vcuviii, 
1800- 

* Rifaicr'}Aichiti\. OnQin^ itelle Fair VtneiiariB, p- g^. Miltco, iSig. 

' Paco do Fcroiulia, Deter. fe$li tjttfioi'istunoc VtrqinU Mar'tae a*i fioit. 
JiL Dhui Ycnetorum dt^ini Pttii Cradaiiko. Patu'a jiyeui wu £rtl prialod 
hj Fiumaio Comer lud iIiuel by CicD^na in id^S- 
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dresses of the women, ihe nspcct of tlio Grand i 
5omclimi.'s twelve wooden figures look ihe place j 
twelve maids. unLiI i^/fji ^lien. during the dar| 
of the wfir of Cbioggia, tlic foatival was abandon^ 
rcYcr reaLored; llie only record remaining bei| 
wo have oLserved, iLe annuul procession of 
to Santa Maria Formosa, 

On tlio other hand the splendid cGromony 
ston Day eontinued down to tho fall of the hep 
After Pielro Orsoolo's bucccbscs in Dalmatic, in 
it was decreed that on Aacension Day the Doge, fi 
by the clergy and the people, should go to the 
assist at the bcnediclioii of Ihe Adriatic. On thd 
day they also conimemcrnled tbo solemn invcBlit^ 
the BCttH which some erroneously suppose to havfl 
conferred on the Republic by l*opc Alexander III, 
be took refuge in Venice at the time of his <f{ 
with Frederick Barbarossa- The legendary ori( 
the festival, which ia connecled with the mythical 1 
of Salvore. is Ihua related by an ancient chroi 
*' Misscr )o Doxc montu in galia con la grander 
Venesio, et fo solamenlo Irenla galic si come ho i 
c partisse, et cjuando ello fo cinquanta meia in a 
encontradi en le settantacinquc galie, do lo ii<^ 
Imperador, et lo miasier lo Doxe con la bona zenb 
ello bavcva ncUa soa com[xigma, conseasse da li 
LalUiglia. Et consciando, ando a tmr en la 
Ventura, et sconlisse lo galie do I'lmpcrador, j 
preso lo lio Onhon dcllo Imperodor, lo quale ei 
pilanio. et menallo in i^arci'ie, et habbuda vj 
Venesia, et zonti a casa, missier lo Papa andj 
Ifl hra^Eia avcrle contra di misslcr lo Doie, et 
\ando la sua grandezza digando : ben venga lo a{ 
di tullo lo mar aalso, iniper quello cbello 
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conqneslado i el tjun missier lo Papa al le preaenla un 
ancUo d'oro digando clie Iti ajjosusse lo mar si come 
riiomo Bpnsa la dona per esRrr lo sigtior.^ El rjueaLo 
nu concedemo perpolualmcnte da fare ogni anno," ^ We 
will nlso quoti! the following dt'striplinii, ■^^hich fiei*ma 
remarkable. It is given by an anonymous Milanese of 
the fifteenth century, and the characters conie to life 
again in the quaint langirige of the age, *'lo vidi el 
Buzimtoro parato i\v zandalls . . , cremesino, el quale 
era liralo dece remom ed a chaduno remorzi aveva due 
omini. In questo Buzimtoro era il Duse, veglo de 
anni LXX, grande ct do bono sspeto vestito da pano 
doro cremesino rizo, la vcstc longa tanto chc due scudeii 
lo aiulano a portar dicta voste. la bircta do zetonino 
rosso cum iino frisao doro a circho, Et cosi alava 
asetato in mozo del vcschovo de lliete et do I'arcive- 
ecovo de Sp^llatro. . . . Et qui andaro a li dui caateUi, 
et lo Duxc sposo lo more a bore XV, duno ancllo da 
procio di eei ducati- Et poi ritorno indielro el vcneno 
audire la mcssa a Santo NicoUo dG Lie. ... La messa fu 
cellebrata cum cantori . . . aasai boni per queli pochi 
80no; ct son6 lorgano Ic ccrimonio del Duse quando 
SQ canto la loctione, el cl Duxo tcnotc uno candclcrc 
cum una lorcia bianca in cima upLsata. Sollo in pedo 
niuno non gli fecc compagnia, Et poi si canto Iccliono, 
cl Duxe tenclo uno candclcro cum vangcllo c fcnilo ao 
porl6 lo libro a ba&arc al Duxc, o poi per ordinc ali 



' " Ut vir kabcL apoEsam,'* is k ^pci of Baasano sirigt In Ibe lliirte^ul^ 
Ci-ndirj in a pncm nn tbc|ii"*^ecif VeiiicnconcliHfed l>pLwiien Pope .Vloisrdpr 
and UarbariKiB. Ca&ltilljim Uoaeonipntb, i etfiioair j»it^it bifer ffcla'iam tt 
imptriant. ed, Alt, lIotLia (A'cJitratfrfi/t Triratina. Vol. XV, iWflyl, 

■ StiQ Lr^t^enda m(ifare ttetfn Vcufa iti AUstanilFo III a FmrrJn. prOfCmxl 
ic LUier Portoriirn, I. and prinliH by GiroliiDiD ItDrdT, Oefh frttn'-ia nt-nta 
oltenula dalh Ri^f-iMfi^a Vt^rtcta conlro 0/fturti? Jt^Uvoh di fctJerjjo / imp-. 
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altri ftmbaBBatori. Dapoi vone il tempo de la 
ot quolio cho cantava la moftsa ando al Duxe, 
Dtixo oITcrse uno corto dinaro clia Icneva lig 
cavo del fozolGto. Era uno irono o vero uno 
poi alete poco die eo alzo el corpo do CriBto. 
content! cum dcvolione. qucli controri Dio li 
Da poi so don6 la paco ct pot ec finite la mcesa 
Vili mortaro in Bazimtoro la Signoria del 
altro poreono - . . ct poi guinsono a Vincgia ; 
focD uno disnare a la compagnia ; io non gli 
chc non mc parse atidarc acnia carico do prosura 
ct per qucsto rcatain Ma osscndo in Snnto War 
vcRpcro uno zcntilliomo vcnctiono, el qual me i 
scrlar a prcsao. mo di930 como lui avcva dtfloat 
U Duxo ot cir cl disnaro era Gtato sumptuoso cl rii 
Every year the Doge went on hoard the Buci 
and when bo came in sight of the eea he flun 
il a consecrated ring, pronouncing the words. 
surniis tc mare in sifjntim vcri perpctai^ae 
The first Bueinlom was built by order of the 
in i3ii, but Ibo name 13 found as early as i 
a law which speaks of the Doge's slate barge.' 
word, however, also ia opphcd to a lnins[HjrlJ 
merchant sliip ; for wc find in another law. ofl 
tember ay, i355, the following words: Qaod 
galee ei baterthturi ia reitUa suo levcnt de omni 
mercalores el mcrcationcs^ Ah to the etymolo 
tlic word, aomc, among whom arc Francesco Sam 
and Bocrio. urge that it is to be found in the dec 
i^iii, v^hicli orders (Juod fadricclur ruiviliutn d\ 

' Arch-di SlaloHi MiliJio. Cari. Dipt.. V^nBliis. die XXltl, |/j; 
m. p| ftT. prineifA Dnmino fliin MedinlimL 

* ZatKTlti) ti', Ori-jinr^ tH aictiii'' arti, p, 13> 
' Arcb, di SU1<J, Miiti^ refs- 37. |j- 3i> 





[j/^M# / Vfin^j t**ii,^v Jin^^tfjf^ X^i^t9f/*mt i,^M*T<iI(W* ***y»"" -i"***^ 
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, hominum. Bucentovo, llicy say. Is a corruption of 
This ducenforum. Olliors rlcrivc llio name ^rom Jiitct up, 
the instrumpnls that were playcil *l«ring tlie rf*if ninnies. 
GalliccioUl and Casoni agree willi Crislnforo ila Canal, 
who derives i!ig name from the aliip Cfn\n\irus, men- 
tioned Ijy Virgil, witk iho addition ol" the Greet, syllablo 
poxf, whieh is frequently used to express the idea of 
great size. Tlio opinion of Zon ^ and of Guglielmolli 
is, however, the least iraprobahle ; they derive the 
word from the sort of ship called a hacio or hazo^ 
whence hucio in oro. 

Manndy Thursday was kepi in commemoration of 
the victory of \orice over Ulric, Patriarch of Atpiileia. 
In io53* with a view to putting an end to the fierce 
straggles for supremacy between the rival sees of Aquileia 
and Grade, it was settled that Grado should henceforth be 
recognised aa the chief see and the metropolia of Vonico 
and of Istria, while the Patriarch of Aquileia Ehould 
content himself with superiority over tlie mainlond sees. 
But wrath was not to bo appeaBccl. In iiG4 Ulric, 
Patriarch of Aquileia, muiiterodQ strong band of Friulana 
and made a sudden raid on Grado, which lie occupied.* 
The Venetians promptly manned a (Icel, and under ll»Q 
orders of their Dogo, Vitalc I! MichicI, they recovered 
Grado and brought to Venice tho pntrierch and twelve 
of bis chapter, as well as many Friulan Ijarons. At 
the request of the Pope Ihcy were all set at liberty, but 
the patriarch was hound to send each year to Venice, on 
Maundy Thursday, twelve pnrkcrs and twelve loaves. 
After i3ia a bull wan also aiiJed to the original tribute, 
fill of which was intcndcil in mockery of the patriarch 

^ NnCe 1^6 Id tho Cron. di Miirltna da CancL GugliclmoLLi. S\. detla 
Marina Pfoilijieia. Fitenia, |8^|. 
3 Da CAiiJit, Cron., pp. 3i4-3i6. 
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and liiB canons* EvoryMaitndy Thursday » in iho 
of San Marco, mid the rcjoicinga of tlic pcopio ft 
blaze of (iics^orke, m broadnlay lighl, tlio bull vrai 
and Iho pigs stuck, ant! llic flesh was di^tributod ! 
tho prisoners in jaiL Inside the palace, in Iho clia 
of Signori di IVollo and of the Piovego, they c 
Hltlc toy castica of wood, symbolising the forlroi 
Friuli, which the DogD and hiB councillors bra 
piccce with a rod of iron. 

^\11 thcBO pubhc festivals, too numerous to refl 
at length, wore, in fact, Lhc exprcSn^ion of the ll 
in which iho wealth acquired by trade was lavish 
the quarter, its palaces and ita churches, and 
dance, safety, and freedom made the populace h 
The rapid accumulation of wealth led to the gi 
of splendour which corresponded to ihc aspiratic 
a people enamoured of every kind of omtiscmcn 
diversion. Aa cnrly as the tenili century, durin 
days before Lent, the last of which was Jeclared 1: 
Senate in lagS to be a public holiday,^ the po^ 
gave itself up to riotous amusement, Tt was 
revelries as Llieae, coupled, perhaps, with lhc Ir.T 
of lhc httccarialia and lirpcrcali inherited fnirn 
Limes* that gave rise to the Carnival, of whiidi n 
a nolice in ioi)j in a document of \ itnle Fa 
According to sometLutfioritLc^ the use of tlie madt 

3 SuDudo, VUfideiDogit od. Monticolo, p. iE»7, a. x. 

■ SuDsuvLiiD, Venctia cUth noliiiitiiita. Lib. \. 

> Iq ihis documcnL. which indircl hy Dqriilala in hii Cronaon. 
*<Daronohia - r - rlebi?Jifi( pulloii tr?A qL Jt>]i]irrrift per annum. UDtim 
aJ N»Uvjtii1rTii Dommicam cum Hduario niio, bllcntm ati taruU 
cum tlenan'o Mto. Icrtiitm voro in PuhIii cirui di^Jianii suo." IM 
probflhiy in origin rflforrrd lo ibo tiiphl hp.hr& Jj^ni. hhtn onfl nn 
Vt'cU to (ha Bofh (carnem laiaf^^ lusciru-B fa farnf, Jkancd tnriifSf^mJe) ; * 
li>:p]d lUat thi3 vvord ia dorivod from ^rne ud Ki^Jgrtf, MunLorJi. 
ltd.. LKaB. LXII. 
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fmm llifi coTicpcat of the Levant^ and wc find Uio earliest 
ninnlion of masks m a law of laCS wliicb lorblds maa- 
quuradora lo throw cgga. AnolJier law of i33D, for- 
bidding masqueradcra lo mask per mo'inm Inltonesinnt. 
is followed hy a acnea of regulations; for example. UuiL 
mas([iiera<lers may not enter a church or a convniL, 
because they were sometimes ^lillj of mnlfas taftani^jslales 
ami used i-rrha irirpissitim, that llicy were not lo go 
about depend, ae cam l/arita ne cavelll jionficci on days 
prohibited hy law and under severe penaUies.^ But so 
Hlrcng was the desire to wi?ar ihi; maaV (i^aliij) in seasoiiFt 
when the law allowed, that ihe tr^do of mask-makirjg 
flounsht^d to such an extent that iht^ ma^k-makerA 
formed one speeml branch of LIig guild of jtaintera. Ami 
closely allii^d with this tendency tlierc cainft into being 
clubs founded for purpose of pleasure which, in a way, 
recall the bngala speridcreccia of Siena.* 

These public festivals had no small iniluence in 
preserving internal quiel. For example. tl*e iJogo 
Pictro Gradenigo, at the moment when the populaco 
was being excluded from participnlion in the govern- 
ment by the Serrala del Maggior Consiglio, gave sump- 
tuous banquets to the sailor-folk and took pains to mix 
freely in the crowd. ^ and thus succeeded in averting 
aplation till Utile by little the popuKicc forgot its lost 
liberties. Sumpluous living, combined wi(b coudoBcen- 
fiion on the part of the great, hnis aln'ays been in favour 
wilh llie mob- The popular cry on the election of a 
Doge drowned the murmurs of the malcontents. The 



masekei'e in Venfiiitr Vtii«»4, 1877, 

' Giii-ento deilo Sialo Veiulti, MS- dL'Qa Dibl. di Monsiuur. cU- hy 
Dtn>, SI, J. f, p. 71- 



flt8 VENICE IN THE MIDDLE AGES 



simple ccremory dfftcriberl by Tino, at ifie electionS 
Dogo Selvo, WhIb gradually chjingiid tiirough llie next 
three cenluries till we crtmc to llie mng^nincent funclion 
recorder! by Andrea Marini,^ at one lim« secreLary to 
Giangaleazzo Vi^conli and later, ahout the close of the 
fourtecntli century, in tfm service nf [he Repubiic. In i 
all probability Manni was present at ibe election of 
Mielicle Sleno (i^oo), and bis niirnitivc abows liis 
marvel at tbe splendour of the cercniony, Tbe people 
nisbcd lo the palace of ibo newly elected Doge ; thero ' 
some began lo plunder tlie house, others hoisted the . 
Doge on ihetr shoulders and bore him. to San Marco- 
The rejoicings lasted many days, — hancpiels to the] 
guilds, processions on the piazza, church functions ui| 
the basilica, sports and dances for Ihe people. And it 
was then that a number of young patricians and citi- 
zens formed themselves into various clubs for purpo&ea 
of amusement, all of which took ibo general name of ' 
"The Hose" {dcUa catza), from the bodges \yhich each 
of them bore embroidered in colours, in gold and silver, , 
in pearls and gems, upon their tigbt-filling hose- For-i 
eigncrs were admitted to these clubs and everiwomcii^ 
who were called compagne, and bore the club badge 
on a sleeve of their gowns. The various clubs, oach 
of which had its distinctive badge and costume, took 
various names, such as the Immortali, Reah, Scmpre-, 
vivi, Perpetui, Etomi, Pavoni, Oriolani, Giardinicri, I 
Felici, Principali. Liheralit Sbrogazai, Fralcrni. Pot^nti, 
Fausti, Acccsi, Cortcsi, Flnridi, Rcoli, and so on. Eoch 
club elected its chief, called ibc prior, who in pubhc 
woro a uniform of clolh-of-gold. two councillors, a 
treasurer, a chaplain, a secretary, a notary, a painter, ' 

J Mirini, Dt pompa d\taalui I'cMorufti* pultlishcd bj Dr, A. Segariiii. 
VociD£ifl> ]Cjo3. 
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fin arcliiteot and a poot. Tlieae ymmg mpn in tiwW 
piclurcsf|ue costumes gave lo llic city a note of elegniice 
anil goicty. 

Al llie elcclion oF Frnnccsco Ff^sr^rl (i5fl3) the city 
was enf^te fur a wlioleypur, at the elosc of whicL Fosi:ari 
brought llie Dogan'ssa to tlie Ducid Pnliire. Tor the 
marriage of FnscHri'a son Jaeopo with Lucrezia GDnlarini 
in I, I'll, Uifi niost duzzling display of miigniricencc was 
made. The hride, rtilli Llio membrrs of bnlli faniilica 
Einil with Bixty damns of honour, was brought ii) richly 
decorated barges lo the Ducal Palace, whore a bait Inok 
placo. At the eonclusion of the wedding ceremony the 
bride was solemnly escorted home. Eighleen young 
gentlemen, members of " The Hose," met in the house 
orEustaccbio BaUji, their prior. Tno of the Contarini 
fatnily, writing to a brother jn Constantinople, have left 
ua a description of their costumes: 

" Ave vim o in pi^ la calia deUa cimpagnio, in dosso 
tutli zcppom do Alessandrin brocca d'argenl.o, o veslo 
do vclludo cTcmesin con le maneglie arlolti (slnKhed 
sleeves), fodra do doaai, con ccnture creinesinc, o in 
ca|>o barrctlo tcnto in grana grande alia Sforr-csca, c 
lutli aveva famegi do pcruno con la zornoda s quarlieri, 
con la nostra diviaa, e allri qiiallro famegi con le calzc 
della divisa ; e lutli nn cor&ier per uno, coverti lulli do 
velludo verde, tulle pontc de arEcnlo^ clii una coaa c chi 
un' altra. . - .*" They mounted iheir splendid chargura, 
nil draped in richest housings, and with the hiidogrooTU, 
his Bcrvnnla in silk liveries, ami soMiers, in all two 
hundred and fifl.y horsemen, preceded and fnllowed by 
iifes and drums, thoy set out for Sun Sainnelc \ there on 
n hrid|^c of hoalfl Ihcy crossed the Grand Canal to San 
llaniaha, where the brido lived. She, in her robes all 
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studded wilh gold and jewpU, and accompsnioJ by Iwo 
procurators ol" Son Marco and a suite of sixty dames, 
passed inlo the church of Son Baninba. heard Mass, and 
returned liomcn Tho yoting gallants of *'The Hoae" 
then scattered about the (own, welcomed by the cries 
of the people and tlie lluller of banners and pennants, 
until evening, when they oil gathered again ol ihc Ducal 
Palace, There one hundred and iilty noble dames, all 
most aumpliiously dressed, went on board tbo Bucinloro 
and were token to San Barnaba, to bring tho bride home 
to the Dueal Palace, where she was met by the Doge 
and the Dogarcssa and Ihcir court, all in gala dress. 
The courtyard of the palace was ablozo with the cos- 
tumes of pages and their young masters, all of the moal 
varied and graceful design. The rejoicings lasted some 
days longer^ ; the members of "Tho lloae" stdl cara- 
coled ehoul the streets, tourneys look place in the 
piazzas, banquets and balls in the palace, regattas and 
scrcnataa on the walcr. 

Vcnice became more and more the gonlof all persons 
of distinction, of every one who was Jn search of splen- 
dour and of beauty. The old chronicles show ua a 
procession of kings and princca flocking to Venice lo 
be received with all the sumpUiousncss of her boundless 
hospitality.^ To cite but a few examples : Ainadco IV. 
of Savoy, called the Gontc Verde, in i3(i6 was amated at 

' Mordli, So/flrtffffi cpompc nn^inl'i {tea Operttte, VoL I, p, i3ij). 

^ lu Uic fuurtei'iilli cniLurj \cuico uimibcrcd dhioti^ tier gut*ih Pielro 
Liisignaii, KingcirC)prns(i*103); vho Empf^tfirr.hir]tMiIV^iJili7); Valpiwa 
iti Ikmatw Vi*conli (iS^S); Alborlo. Lord of Korrorn, MtKlena, md Hi'pgio 
(i3SS); FmnccMio ConJOgn, Duko cf Moiilua (1^89); Albtrt, Amhilubrj 
of Auslria (i3i)8l, TLe Haecnlli ctnlijrj giviis Ub llic following mj*! 
anil [irincHjr gito«[« : iha son oi llm Duke of Biir^fjruli, eipjiIiow of tbo 
king of Krancc (l^cti); Emiiiiucii^. I^mperor of Coii'^Uiilioo^ilo (i^'^^); 
Mcolo, MBri|uiB of t'crnrn (i^uS) ; iHa cidiil toa cf Iho King of Torlugd 
(l4o&J; Iho yriia of Obiuo do PoleuLa, Lord of na^«D(ii (i&ri)^ Juobh 
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the magnificence of Venice, which even then had begun 

lo be famous ihroughoul the world for the singularity 
of its manners and customs ; and l*cter, son of the King 
of Portugal, was the guest of the Republic in i^aS and 
was present at a great ball given by the membei's of 
'*The ilosc," where one hundred and twenty noble 
ladies appeared in robes of cloth-<jf-gold sown with 
pearls and gems, while another hundred and thirty 
were in crimson silk» likewise powdered with jewels. 
Parveli ana magna cosa,^ says the chronicler. In April, 
i^ia, Francesco Sforza and Bianca Visconti» his wife, 
lo whom the UepubHc made a present of six hundred 
ducats,^ came to Venice. The Doge and Dogaresaa went 
on board the Bucintoro to meet Iho lords of Milan. 
The ducal suite comprised two hundred dames, all robed 
in clotb-of'gold and blazing with jewels. The Emperor 
John Paleologus, invited by Pope Eugenius IV to the 
Council of Fcrrara (i^Sy) for the reconciliation of the 
Greek and Latin cburcbcs, entered Venice in triumph, 
after being received at the Udo by the Doge, and spent 
eighteen days in the city. The last German emperor 
lo be crowned at Rome, Frederic III, arrived at Venice 
on the aist of May, i453, and after four dyys was 
joined by his wife, Elcanorc of Portugal. The law 
against the use of cloth-of-gold robes by ladies was sua- 

Eon of Uio Kirijf; of Afjigon (i'|i^) ; l^x^ Archhi^liop of \\ cr<lriiirisLcr, undo 
of Elcnrj V of Kii^-1aii<l (iji8^: CjibgiHiui, Eiii|ierDr of C[injilaiillnLt|ilo 
(i^aS); OlbOf Duke ofBuvarid {i^'i'A); Potcr, eod ofllic Kiirg of PoHiigal 
{1438); JoLd Pdleologui, Emjioror of CuEisran[uin|tlo (idS-); Frederic, 
Archduke o\ Austna (i^'\o) ; Francesco STjrza and lik wiTo Utanca (i^Vi); 
the Emperor Frnderlc JJI (i^oa adJ i^Gti^ i Beatrice, dau^Ller of Ferdj- 
aand. King of >a|doa (i^-5), aod to oo. 

1 Filiaii. op. cil.» T. ML 

^ Arcb^ di SUto, Seciito, Secrcta, a. i5. p. 118, V*, 
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pim<li'il. nnd the Dog;ircsBa with two hundrwl dann's, ;ill 
<lr"i'ssi*il ill cloth-of-gold antl udorriL'd withgeras, tti*iilnn 
tlio Bucintoro, which was also draped m gold cJolli. lo 
iin'^l llic yoMlhful emprt'ss* only fiHt^oji years of ago. 
" Fo si excelleule trioTiipho,'' wriU-s a clironicler. "die 
lion se po) scriver cum pena et supera It tnomphi ro- 
Tiianr"^ Two hiiu'Ircd am.! lifty ladirs aUendod llie 
rcc^'piioq given in honour of the I'rnprcss, M'ho received 
a present of a cnvorlid of crinison duinask, sown wilh 
peirU and jewels, for the cradlo of her expected child, 
end a golden crown worth twenty-sis hundred ducaU.' 
Frederic III returned to the lagoons in i468 and met 
with another magnlQeent reception, lie came by way 
of Chioggia, and the procurators of San Marco and 
thirteen senators awaited him al San Clemente, where 
he passed the night- The following day the Doge came 
out to nioel ihe emperor, and post miiiuos amplexus lliey 
went on hoard the Bucintoro, where the emperor took 
his seat ii\ caOiedva ho ftorti disposl la, Tlie golden vessel 
was followed by Inrcmos, biremes, flat-bottomed boats, 
galleys, et alu nat'iiji ornota rcijio athnimbili. Tfie hAls 
of San Marco rang joyfully, and the people flr>cke<l 
into the streets to tlie sound of tinjmpets aud all kinds 
of instruments. Mourning was forbidden during tho 
emperor's stay. In San Marco, on the riglit of lUc 
high altar, a golden throne, two steps higher than 
ihe Doge's, was set up. In the Sala del Maggior Con- 
siglio a banquet was given , at which the emperor assisted. 
As long OS he remained in Venice the emperor dresse<l 
in black, except on the day of his entry, when bo 

1 Dolfin, Cronace, c. 3iL. (Bill, Muclaut. CI. \U, Cud. DCCXLVlIJ). 
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wore the precious golden mantle given him hj Pope 
Paol U.> 

Thus in the midst of such pomp and pageantry 
the festivals and ceremonies of tiie middle ages 
rapidljr aHHumed a new appearance and a new 
character. 

^ Ardk' di Sutop Ctrinwikli, n. i, c- XIV. 
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